f 5 
a 4 
# 
8 
3 
% 
; % 
| * 
3 
# 
4 3 
. 
% — a 
4 " 
% 
ly » 
4 
» 
* 
{ 
d * 
0 
by [7 
* 
* 
* 


* 


o 
7 8 
a 
* 
* 
5 MY 
5 
4 
* 
. 
* 
F 
* 
* 
zz 
— 
- 
no” 
x 
£ NN 
7” 
” A 8 
TS he. : 
4. 5 
. 4» 
Fe > * . 
a 
CE | 
$5 
3 


1 
437 
% F 
| 0 
- 5 , | 
0 1 N n 5 
4 þ 5 g | : 
. 1 = 
e o 
25 
. 
* 
* 5 : ; | 
2 8 | 
. « . 
= 4 8 p 
I 
v 
= 5 5 
* 
: * 
* - — „ 
, * 
\ 0 
| -. 
— q a x GW * * n 4 8 5 > 
A L - l | : | 


: "| bs 2 : 
— a ; | 
* * 5 | 


* ” * A 
i * i | | 


U 3 1 3 +. or” ; b | | | 


. 
« 
IS 
{ 
- 
1 
1 : 
1 
0 
þ 
* * 
* 
. 
N n | 
jy 
* 
- 
; 1 
« 
5 
' : 
0 11 
* at 


10 


8 


hd #4 ö 
n 
. 


8 | 


7 


-= 


L SUB 


4% 


. 


CTICA 


o 


* 


RA 


„ 


TE 


7 
Ll — 
2 


” 


4. 


* 
2 4 
2 5 
* 
8 
. 


8 


1 


REND 
M 


* 
9 
83 


— 


REVE 


* 
* - 


* 
* 


THE 


ſ 


* 
4 


BY 


bd 


. 
f 
» 


». 


. 


Fa kb 


3 


IN TWo VOLU 


* 


2 


Fl 
. % 
3 
— 1 
7 
7 ö * — 
833 
1 


2 
«D 


= I 
1 
i 

SD | E 50 


L 
for T. Bec 
in the Stra 


_ 
- 
” 


o 
4 


- 
y * 
N 0 


2 
4 P * s 
Ne : 

we * 

4 
— bY * 4 
S I , * 
„ . 
. 
* 4 * 
r 
x I f A 
72k 
0 Lay 0 . 


AB 


Ss ® 8 * : * 


— 


5 unrenk, "MY BELOVED | BRETHREN7' 
1 33 1 [STE AT AND IMMOVRABLEY —© 
og "ALWAYS ABGUNDING IN THE WORK OF _ 

. THE Lo6kD; ronlsnven AS YOU KN 

Fat roux LABOR'ITS NOT IN VAIN IN | 

„ enmm Lond. ST; 2 


* 7 » ; 
% * * 2 
* , 
4 * #. þ oy 5 
; x * 7 SS. * — "TED : : "EE 
8 „% ͤ 0 1 0.4 4 
I Pd, 4b Fa. ff $54 of  »#& 4s 
4 SERMON „ 8 
* ; - \ 5 x 4 P 2 a * et” 
1 2 +» » * 7 : ie 
: E bot x $345 * " e a 4 2 * * 2 Fs: mT ; 2 
q 1 + 4 s t a 541 * 7 4 2 10 5 * ME WG, . = Sd 
p - 
* 8 
FE, HEBREWS, chap, x x. Ver. TY 
. Hon 1 . 


Ju 1s ANY. MAN 
f . SHALL HAVE No PLEAS 


* 


* 


8 ER MON 
MAT THE W. 


Tu a Ixsus vnTo H18,-DISCIPLESs: 
e WILL" COME AFTER ME, | 
KE HIM 'DENY HIMSELF, " AND: TAEE | 
vr HIS CROSS AND dae amn 


= 199. 


ANT MAN 


5 


SERMON, 
e ee 2 chap. 


** 


GALATIANS, chap. v. ver. 1. 


5 


TAND . FAST THEREFORE In THE Lt- 
' BERTY- WHEREWITH Cares HATH | 
MADE US FREE. 


2 
— 8 
: 4 | 


. * 4 


Ix, 


+ iT, 
668 


Ll. 


ver. 24. . | 
* 5 ! 


WORD, OR. 


PROVERBS, chap. xxx, ver. 12, 


— 


= | Tura Is A GENER; TION | "THAT | 
7 PURE IN THEIR: os 


8 ; F4 > * 
» 3 . * . 2 
T '$ 
: 1 9, I 03s 99. -- 
[1 4 * x 
SY 
5 « { * * O 1 
. L * Fe . 1 
— Y * 4 1 
. — = } 
* + 4 * 4 
. mY 
3 1 P 
. » * a 8 ©: 
- 92 £ 
i 
Fa 1 1 
* . 1 1 © 
* » f bo $ 4 . ©: 
* 7 7 by % 7 
# #-.# — * * 4 
- A Bal — 1 1 * bs 
* 4 * * A's * * 3 n * 2 % | 
« 4 7 . " o 4 N 
- « 2 "A 4 - 75 — 0 
* , — 8 9 N 5 5 * 3 8 js - » A 
* a * "4 "* 
I. $ 
* ; " 
4 — 5 8 Iv | 
4 J 2 + 4855 j 
* * * 2 - 
„ » * « „ ” i 
* . 0 . 8 : 
s Pr - E * 4 3 
— o = 
- 8 * - 
* — x LE & 
* | * 2 * 0 % * : 
S , = = . 
N : * * 3 % 
/ * ” 
” * 2 
|| * 2, .. \ 
ag 5 * 5 * Bt 2 * * o * 
* z . 4 4 7 $ ; . 5 as * 1 « 
— 1 
- 's 1 
Bs * ws — > 
K : eta. 4 
"i - . *. 
1 * * 
* 
1 
** 2 EN * * 
% 2 
5 — 4 2 + 
- * 
4 % 
— 2 
x 4 
War > * . — 
. ft * 
4 : 
OA * 
7 4 5 
- . 6 ' 
» — L » 7 
. « e 75 ” SG © . ö % 
* > * % ha. 
5 5 ) f * 
a " PF * * ©. bo qJ 
* * 8 4 n « 1 
4 * p 1 ; o 
q G 7 5 > 
n = % 5 oy ; * 
8 — 9 + dat 
* "a * * * & 
< 2 N 5 2 5 — N 5 
4 4 * — 
, — 
KR, __ 4c 
- 6 


' 8 E þ | : * 
5 5 
N F 3 1 *. N * 
< PLOT | r 23 7 a 1 4B P 4 N * 
2 1 4 o Sy "$ 7 * ; ; * 1 . 1 * * 
5 * 5 . f * a . „ 
o 3 ? - 7 
; » ' O W755 
5 Er 5: 4 £4 "ke „ T5 5 2. Ss # 2 , 1 a 
3 5 1 4 N 13 F A * Fo - : 4 | LAY * 8 e 
s - . 2 
a ; 4; . : ' 1 F 8 * fr 
2 by P , " - ; ; 
* ” p a * * * 2 5 
1 3 4 4 3 Y 0 \ ; 3 " » 3 
5 3 ww 4 * n 4 By * . we 5. 87 : ; 1 2 * +. * F 
8 ; . ; * 
* : . So ; 5 3 F 4 "Wo "$2 
* 1 1 4 * . r 5 1 th. 8 *7 1 4 
1 


5 * | 
» TY * * Nen * 4 . * 
TY ' : - * as * — 
* * 4; * 2 
vx” 


cox. 2 XV. rer. 5 


* * 
3 PS 


Tasrgross, MY BELOVED Bruun oy 


BE YE STEADFAST AND IMMOVEABLE, 


ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN. THE WORK er 


THE LORD, rok As MUCH As YOU KNOW 


THAT YOUR LABOR Is NOT IN * * D 
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\HRISTIANITY A thik oY 
exiſtence is not confined to the preſent 
world, but reaches out to eternity; that Wwe 
were born for another life, and that our hap- 
pineſs or mifery then, depend in a great mea- 
fit upon our conduct and behaviour now. 
We are taught to believe, that our preſent 
ſtate, is a ſtate of diſcipline, in whith, by Va- 


rious methods of improvement, our Cat 


intends we ſhould be trained up for a e | 
aud happ y immortality : And that we may be 
_ foin fact, he has aſſigned us our work ere. 1 
A work, in which negligence to certain degree 


Vor. 8 5 will 
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. : for the enjoyment of it. —Fleſh and blood, we 


2 5 E R M 0 N 1. 
vill * everlaſtingly fatal and pernicious}; and 
therefore, we are every where called upon, by 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, to be mindful of 
the things which belong to our peace, before 
they are hid from our eyes ;—to work out our 
ſalvation with fear and trembling — to be itill 
pPreſſing forward towards the mark, for the | 

prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 

Jeſus; and not only to endeavor to be holy, 
but to endeavor to perfect holineſs in the fear 
of God. —Nor is this important buſineſs the 

work of a day, a month or an year, but muſt 
be our conſtant employment, and ought only 
| 40 terminate with life itſelf ; hence we are com- 
manded to continue faithful unto the end, and 
in the words of the'text, To be ſteadfaſt and 
immoveablegalways abounding in the work of 
the Lord - And for our encouragement are 
aſſured, that our labor ſhall not be in vain. © 
Allow me therefore, to take this av Ig | 
. nity to point out the buſineſs whic has chriſ- 
_ _tians we have to do, and the advantages 
Which will ariſe from a faithful and CR. 
diſcharge "© | Eon. 5 
Though the kind 1 merciful Jabs: 1. | 
at the expence of his blood, purchaſed for us 
an everlaſting happineſs with God, yet he has 
left it upon us to qualify and prepare ourſelves 


are Ns cannot inherit the * . 8 


- 7 * 
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che corruption and mie ef our naturs 
render us incapable of taſting theſe celeſtial 
ow which reſult from. fellowſhip. and com- 
munion with God in heaven: While we cot- 
tinue in this ſituation, we are the juſt 
jets of his diſpleaſure, nor can we hope to. 
ſhare in any of thoſe exalted' bleſſings nich 
the great Mediator has purchaſed for the 
righteous and good.—In order to. attain to 
that happineſs the Goſpel was deſigned for, 
we. muſt baniſh the love of ſin from our 74 
| breaſts, correct the ſeveral diſorders of our 
Ae, reduce our corrupt affections, mere 5 J 
our vicious habits, and cultivate in our. * +» 
| minds all thoſe divine principles, that are ne- „ 
ceſſary to lead us to the practice of univerſal 
piety and virtue. Theſe are the, duties of a2 
chriſtian, and this is the Ron which — has © 
given him to do. 5 1 
We muſt endeavor to e in EE N 
| breaſts all theſe regards we have to ſin, and : 
to every thing that is inconſiſtent with the 1 op 
nature and will of God; and to this end, we _ 
. ought to ftrip every vicious object of all thoſe. 
Le under which it is apt to preſent ĩt- 
—ſhould take care to bring it to a proper 
diſtance examine it over and over in our own 
_  thoughts—ſhould ſuſpend our motions and 
_ deſires, till we have well conſidered, whether 
1 it A be 1 for our OG - 4 
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A 


: * a 


3 R M 0 * 
ſhould never ſuffer ones to be 8 * 


on in any inſtance, where the caſe is ſo con- 


cerning, and the venture no leſs than of a ſoul 
and an eternity: — And this we ought the 
rather to do, that vice for the moſt part pre- 


ſents its faireſt ſide at firſt to us, and offers 


Trſelf to our view with all its falſe and delu- 


five charms, while at the ſame time yoo con- 6 


ceals and wraps up its uglineſs and d 

in ſhades and darkneſs; and thus not only i ron 
poles itſelf upon us as an object of real worth, 
but is ſure to leave us involved in diſappoint- 
ment and the deepeſt remorſe. By ſuch a ſe- 


- Fious attention to the nature of ſinful objects 


and enjoyments, we ſhall ſoon come to be con- 
vinced, chat vice is of all things the moſt odi- 
ous and hateful—has in fact no real excellence 

to recommend it —is the reproach of a rea- 
ſonable mind the diſgrace of human nature, 


1614 


as it ſinks it far below its native dignity, and 


Places it upon a level with the brutes, and 


: Qu ht therefore to be avoided, as a moſt fright- 
ful and monſtrous production. We ſhall by 


this means alſo become ſenſible, that it is the 


moſt pernicious and deſtructive thing in na- 
ture, the fatal ſource of all the pains we ſuffer 
and of thoſe we dread ;—thar it is the greateſt 


enemy to our happineſs—that whilſt it feeds 
us with ſhadows and phantoms, it leaves us 

LN to wy folid and ſubſtantial joy 
| | _ Giverts | 


W 


s * R M O N F 


Airerts us from attending to the chief deſigg 
of our exiſtence, and engages us in purſuits 
that will terminate in unavoidable wretched- 
neſs and miſery.— Did we thus deliberately at- 
tend to the hateful nature and fatal conſe- 
quences of ſin, our love to it would ſoon de- 
Cay and be extinguiſhed, and inſtead of con- 
ſideriug it as a proper object of our affeclions, | 
we ſhould be een, to hate it with: a 8 N 
8 to hatred." rd 1-08 

_ +» Beſides, in diy the more  effectually to ex- 
1 the love of vice from our breaſts, it 
may be of uſe to conſider the diſmal effects 
it has already had upon human nature and the 
world in general. Before the introduction of 
moral evil, human nature was truly a lovely 
form; wiſdom and/ underſtanding, rectitude 
of will and affections, the moſt generous 
goodneſs and benevolence, an unſhaken re- 
gard to truth, honeſty and honor, and all the 
communicable attributes of God re, were 
the ornament and excellence. of the ſoul of 25 
man. His body too, formed with the exact- 
eſt ſymmetry and proportion, S adorned ah 
every outward grace, and ſhining with a pe- 
. culiarly attracting luſtre, furniſhed a ſuitable 
habitation for ſuch a heaven - born mind to 
dwell in — The fears of death and diſſolu- 
tion, and every other painful ſenſation, were 
„ to ihe human breaſt; man was not 
0. B 3 1 5 5 NY 


AN 


- * 
1 2 
* 
- - We ; — 
* - 
"ARE: 
. m . 1 2 8 1 


095. 8 * R M of u 45 
oply made for happineſs,” W was db 


and compleatly happy: — The earth irſelf was 
formed a paradiſe, ever gay and flouriſhing, 


was neceſſary both for ornament and uſe. 
But alas! how is the ſcene-changed! what 
a mighty havock and deſtruction has ſin pro- 
_ , duced amidſt the works of God !—The mind 


Which it brought along with it from the hands 
of its creating parent; —darkneſs has invaded 
dur underſtandings; —our wills are ſubjefted 
to every impetuous paſſion;—the ſuperior and 
inferior principles of our natures have ſhifted 
their places, and we are become the ſport of 
_ every irregular deſire ;z—we bring the ſceds of 
Aiſeaſes and death into the world with us, and 
drag through life a conſtitution, which in ſpite 


has loft its verdure and fruitfulneſs; —is be- 
come in a manner a barren waſte, and refuſes 
to anſwer the toils and expectations of thoſe 
who cultivate and mature it 3— is ſubject to 
numberleſs throws and convulſions; —is torn 
to pieces by internal and external fires and 
floods, by earthquakes, tempeſts and hurri- 

_ canes; and is ſo far from remaining a ſeatof | 

| barge and enjoyment, that it is become a {| 


\ 


ſpontaneouſly brought forth every thing that 


of man has loſt that comlineſs and perfection 


of all the pains we are at to preſerve it, will 
fail and give way at the laſt.—The earth alſo 


ring 2 to its 9 the — 5 
e 


8 | 


"al 
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the human race. Theſe are ſome 2 FR dire-- 


ful effects of ſin; thus has it blotted the 
creation of God, defaced the Almighty' 3 
workmanſhip, and laid the world in ruins— 
But not ſatisfied with this mighty miſchief, it 
has dared to aſſault heaven itfell, and brought 


_ down the Prince of Life from his eternal man- 
ſions, and obliged him to undergo an infinite 


variety of wretchedneſs, before he could over- 
come this formidable unrelenting enemy. 
Nov, is it poſſible to advert to all theſe ills 

which ſin has done, without conceiving in 
our own minds, a mortal hatred and averſion 
to every thing that has the appearance. of 
iniquity? Can we entertain the leaſt degree of 
affection to that which is not only hateful in 


© itſelf, but greatly deſtructive and pernicious | 
to all the works of God? Have we any gra- 


 titude to our. generous Redeemer, and ſhall 
we hugg and cheriſh in our boſoms his moſt 
iaveterate enemy Sure, if we have any ſenſe 
of ingenuity, or of any thing elſe that is valu- 
able remaining in us; nay, if we have but 
the leaſt degree of a reaſonable concern for 
our own intereſt, an attentive view of the in- 
dignity which ſin, has done to God, of the 
violence it has offered to Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
z fatal miſchief jt has brought upon the world 


b 4 
15 
ths , 


and mankind, muſt needs aliehate our regards | : 3s 


boom it, and render all its deen blaodiſh- - 
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ments abſol ately taſteleſs: and ce dh. 
. theſe, and ſuch conſiderations. as theſe, ſhall. 


we, through the bleſſing of God, attain to 


that happy temper and ande of mind, in 
which vice ſhall loſe its charms, and iniquity 
as aſhamed ſhall chuſe to hide its face; the 
love of ſin ſhall be in a great meaſure exuin- 
_ guiſhed, and every vicious paſſion learn to be 
at reſt ;—the mind ſhall then be powerfully | 


diſpoſed to break the force of every* vicious 


habit, by the well known methods of for- 
bearance and reſtraint; —the dominion of ſin 

| ſhall loſe its influence, peace and order ſhall 
be reſtored/to'the human breaſt; reaſon ſhall 


reſame its government, and all the various 


affections ſit doun *. | mee ſabje&tion a- 
7 young her. » 7s 4 


But this is not all: we maſt not auly binim 


: thakobe of ſin far from us, mortify our vicious 


habits; and reduce our corrupt affections; 


e muſt alſo cultivate in our minds the love 


of God, and all thoſe other virtuous princi- 


polwes which will lead us to the univerſal prac- 
_ ice of piety and goodneſs, and which are ne- 


ceſſary to qualify us for the hleſſed ſociety off 


SGod dad Chriſt. of angels and ſaints in hea- 


ven. We muſt improve our ſouls into the 


moſt ardent and elevated affection for God, 


as the greateſt and the beſt of Beings, as one 
who is a amiable in nn and the 


„F 1 „ moſt 
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moſt aaberting object of our moſt 3 


eſteem.— As there can be no real enjoyment in 


the ſociety. of one, for whom we have no 
manner of regard; if we would wiſh to paſs 
an eternity with God hereafter, it ſurely muſt 
be of importance to our future intereſt, to 
cultivate theſe affections from the eri of 
which we expect to derive no {mall part of 
our happineſs i in another world: And as love 
to the Deity is that temper of mind which 
will give a proper reliſh to his ſociety, and to 
all he: bleſſings which are at his right hands. 
we ought above all things to endeavor to in- 
ſpire our minds with a ſuperlative Affection e 
him, and by every poſſible method to raiſe ort 
foals to the higheſt degrees of a divine love. 
We ſhould fit down with a ſerious attention, 
and contemplate the nature and the works of! 
God: And here it is impoſſible we can fix ur 
eyes, but we muſt be raviſned with the tran⸗ 
| ſorting diſcovery of every thing that — 4 
able and lovely, of every thing that is great a 
good. — Can we behold the fupreme author 
nature, polleſſed of every poſſible and cons 
delvable perfection, in whom the moſt con- 
ſummate rectitude, the moſt endearing goods | 
neſs; and every other valuable excellence is 
united z —a Being who is not only perfect in 
himſelfz but the ſovereign ſource of all cha- 
_ perfetign atis 198 found weng de, 
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tures one who has made a world out of no- 
thing, on purpoſe to make it ſhare in that hap- 
-pineſs which he himſelf independently en- 
Joys, and who conſtantly employs his infinite 
power and wiſdom, and all the other glorious 
attributes of his nature, to promote the de» 
ſigus of his goodneſs, and to render the whole 
creation happy —Is poſſible to reflect: upon 
A an amiable 24 endearing character, 


; 5 without feeling in our own breaſts the varmeſt 


ſentiments of love, and the higheſt emotions 
of a lively gratitude ?—When we obſerve the 
--pumberleſsioftances of his benevolence. and 
. good will to men; what a noble rank he has 
Siren us in the preſent ſyſtem of creatures; 
bow compaſſionately he continues to regard 
us, even after we have plunged ourſelves deep 
In the blackeſt ſin and guilt; how ready he 
* 0 receive us to favor, upon the leaſt ap- 
arance of repentance; with what a father- 
care he preſerves us from time to time; 
| - makes his — follow us with a bounti · 
ful ſupply; yr vo all our reaſonable deſires, 
and even many times prevents our very wiſhes 
Shen we conſider how boundleſs his love to 
mankind is, and what infinite lengths it has 
cCurried him, not only to bear with our per- 
verſeneſs, and to put up with our affronts, 
but io ſend his beloved Son into the world, to 
wp" if Dyn any means we will be Nn 
e > 8 200080 


4 
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with 60 be reconciled to Wu dn if ou 


minds are not altogether incapable of every 
tender and ſoft impreſſion, a ſincere attention 


to theſe amiable parts of the divine character 


quieſcence in the will of heaven, as well as 
all the other immediate offices of reli 
and religious worſhip, will become N 
and pleaſing to us, but they will likewiſe be” 
de fruitful-and happy ſource of all thoſe kind 
and benevolent diſpoſitions which make men 
_ uſeful to one another, and naturally lead them 
to the practice of every public and ſocial vir- 
tue. — Beſides, it is an indiſ penſible branch . 


and conduct, muſt needs in the moſt power- 5 
ful manner engage our warmeſt affection and 


command our ſincereſt love ?-—Thus” ſhould 
we improve our ſouls in the higheſt regards 


to God, and cultivate thoſe affections of 
Which he is the proper object: by this means, 
not only the ſeveral chriſtian duties of ipjety _ 


and devotion, reſignation, and a chearful ae- 


the chriſtian's duty to believe in the Lord 


<a 


\ Jeſus Chriſt, and to ſubmit to his govern | 
ment and authority; in order to which, we 


ſhould endeavor to perſuade ourſelves: by all 


98 5 the rational methods of conviction, that he is 
indeed the Son of God, that his religion is a 
religion from heaven, and that it is only by 


faith in his blood we can expect to obtain 


dhe 1 and remiſſion of ſin: For this 
| e mw 


. 
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purpoſe, 'we ought to attend to the proofs of 
his Meſhabſhip, from the accompliſhment of 
prophecies in him: We ſhould convince our- 
. — of the truth of his religion, from the 
| Heavenly nature of its principles and pre- | 
' cepts;—from the intrinſic divine energy of 
its doftrines upon the hearts and conſciences 
of men; from the many miraculous works 
lone by the author of it for the good of man- 
kind, and from the wonderful converſion both 
of Jews and Gentiles into the faith of his 
Goſpel.— And being once ſatisfied that his 
religion is truly divine, we ought to ſubmit 
_ . our views, our wills, our paſſions, and all 
our defires, to the deſign and intention of it, 
and labor to put on ſuch a temper of mind, 
and ſuch a behavior, as may not only entitle 
us to the character of the genuine diſciples of 
Ebriſt here, but through the merits and in- 
terceſſion of the Redeemer, may ſecure to us 


_ bleſſed and happy immortality hereafter.— _ 


Thus ſhonld we, in conſequence of our faith 
in the Goſpel, form ourſelves upon the model 
of it, tranſplant the ſeveral graces and virtues 

of chriſtianity into our own, hearts and lives, 
and by the conſtant practice of piety, good: = 
neſs and benevolence, ſhould create and 
ſtrengthen thoſe virtuous habits and diſpo- 
\ tions, which will powerfully excite us to the 
* ſe of every divine and ſocial office, 
"me 1 pee chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction. 


* * 


# 


Now, theſe are ſome of the moſt eſſential 
duties of the chriſtian life, and this is that 
Work of the Lord, which the Apoſtle -6x% 
preſsly enjoins us to perſevere in with ſtead- 
faſtneſs and conſtancy ;—Be ye ſteadfaſt and 
immoveable, always abounding in the work 


of the Lord :—By which is meant, aer 1 


lay down an inflexible reſolution to proſecute 
this buſineſs with the greateſt vigor and ac- 
tivity; that we ſhould be ſo much intent upon 
it, that no conſideration of any kind, no 
proſpect of preſent pleaſure or advantage, no 
diſcouragement ariſing from the view of any 

difficulty or danger, ſhould ever divert us 


from the practice of it; that we make it the 


principal employment of life, and conſider 
every other exerciſe, as an idle amuſement and 

uſeleſs waſte of time, that does not contri- 
bute to advance us in our chriſtian courſe, 
and help us forward in our way to a happy 
immortality.— Beſides, we muſt not reſt ſatis- 
fied with any particular degrees of religious 
acquiſition or attainment; we muſt. not ſuf- 
pend our diligence from a miſtaken notion of 
our having done enough, but muſt be ſtill 
preſſing forwards towards the mark, for the 

prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 


| Jeſus; and be conſtantly adding to our fait, 


virtue; to virtue, knowlege ; to knowlege, | 
| temperance; to temperance, brotherly kind- | 
J i nt» eie; 
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- neſs; d to brotherly kindneſs, charity, that 


\ 


— 
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we may thus not only attain to the poſſeſſion, 
of every chriſtian grace, but arrive at laſt to 


the full ſtature of perfect men in Chriſt, and 
to that happy conſormity with God, which is 


the ſupreme excellence of our natures, and 


the only genuine ſource of our higheſt feliciry 


and enjoyment. | 
Now we ought to give the grenter-hoed. to 
the Apoſtle's exhortation in this caſe, as we 


are naturally apt to be extremely indolent and 


back ward in the diſcharge of all theſe duties, 


© whoſe performance is attended with any diffi- 
caulty or danger. It muſt be allowed that the 


work of a chriſtian, has at firſt view a very 


formidable appearance: There are many ſtub · 
born prejudices to be removed, many irregu- 
lar paſſions to be ſubdued, many inveterate 
habits to 8 rooted out. There are many 


weakneſſes/ to be guarded againſt, temptations 


to be reſiſted, and ſpiritual enemies to be con- 


quered ; we muſt learn the painful leſſons of 


mortification and ſelf-denial, of patience and 


' forgiveneſs, of meekneſs and humility; muſt 


lay our account. with r and re roach, 
with contempt and diſgrace, 


ith proſecution 


and oppreſſion, for righteouſneſs ſake and the 


- teſtimony: of a good conſcience : All theſe 


things muſt be done and. ſubmitted to 3t--we. 
85 * me the followers of 3 and acquit 


9 05 


= ourſelves faithfully-in that-work he has given. 
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us to do.—In the mean time, if we conſider, 
that the merciful God ſends none a warfare 
upon their own charges, but has promiſed all 
thoſe aids and aſſi ſtances that are neceſſary to 
ſtrengthen us for every part of our duty, none 
bol theſe difficulties ſhould in the leaſt diſcour- + 
age us. He has aſſured us that his ſhall 
be ſufficient for us, and that he will made a 
fect his ſtrength. in our weakneſs, that we ſhalt 
be made ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of. his might, and that he will ſend: 4 his 
ſpirit into our hearts, to lead and guide us in 
the way everlaſting.—Let us therefore with _ 
undaunted reſolution, go on under the guar- 
dianſhip of this divine conductor, knowing > 
| that the firſt ſtep in the way of religion, is of 
all others the moſt difficult; the ſecond wil! 
de found to be eaſier, and the third ſtill more 
and more ſo.— In proportion as we advance, 
the ſeeming difficulties will diſappear, till by 7 
the repeated practice of our duty, virtue be- 
come habitual to us; and when we have once” 
attained to this happy. temper. and diſpoſition = 
of mind, we ſhall have as much pleaſure n 
doing good, as we have been formerly ſenſi- - 
ble of in the practice of ſin; religion will 
then preſent itſelf with all as charms 10 us, 
| and bleſs us. with MG Joy. and. 1 8 135 
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BE YE STEADFAST: AND IMMOVEABLE, 


ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF 
THE LORD, Fox As MUCH - AS you KNOW 


HAT YOUR LABOR 18 Nor I vain IN 
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IN the ur diſcourſe, I ai 0 | 
explain the nature of that work which 
God has given us to do, and the neceſſi ity o of 


perſevering in it with faithfulneſs unto the 
end; it remains to take notice of ſome of the 
principal advantages that ariſe from a diligent 
and conſcientious diſcharge of it.—1 have al- 
ready obſerved, that whatever diſcou raging 
eircumſtances may caſt up to us in our chriſtian 
courſe, the promiſes of divine aid and pro- 


tection ſhould always animate us to a ſteady 


and reſolute perſeverance; eſpecially, conft- © 
deriag that the path which appears painful 

and thorny at the firſt, will in time become 
and caſy, and by the _ rl 
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tice of our duty. Virtue wiltgrow at laſt habi- 
tual to us, when religion will preſent. ate 
with all ics native charms, and bleſs us with 3 


unſpeakable joy and ſatisfaction. 
HBeſides, by thus heartily engaging in the 
work of the Lord, we ſhall at laſt obtain a 
mighty triumph, a triumph over ourſelres, 
ariſing from the conqueſt of our imperious 
luſts and ' paſſions, which will conſtitute us 
heroes in the eye of heaven: A character in- 
finitely more valuable; than that of the moſt 
\ ſucceſsful ravagers of the earth, who by ſub- 
duing their real enemies. or ſuch as they are 
pleaſed to think ſo, tranſmit their names with —_- 
wonder and applauſe to the moſt diſtant poſte- 
rrity.— Can any thing derive a greater honor 
upon men, than theſe actions which render 
them conſpicuous, and make them be taken 
notice of by angels and archangels? Can 
there be a nobler ambition, than to wiſh to 
aqpprove ourſelves to the eſteem and good - 
| _ liking of God and Chriſt? or is there any 
| glory equal to that, which reſults from _ |, vans 
ing our victories over the world and our own "0 
ſinful hearts, celebrated in heaven, and our 
triumphs proclaimed by angels and ſaints 
above? Sure, if we have any ſenſe of honor, 
any real love of eſteem, we will exert our 
. greateſt vigor to obtain his approbation, who 
00 » the beſt judge both of as and things: 
Vol. I. | C we 


— 


1 


4 


Fs Labels 1 ſad and diſconſolate circumſtances, he 
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ciety, among whom we are told, there is more 


ninety and nine juſt perſons. 


the piactice of virtue, that every particular 


port us with greater tranquillity of mind, un- 


do may ſtand calm and collected in himſelf, 


the wildeſt confuſion around him : Let him 


make him abnndantly eaſy, from the com- 


nothing to deſerve it. It was this which ſup- | 


— 


* 


as well as ihe at -liking af that heavenly 5 


Joy over one ſinner who repents, than over 


It is bkewiſe no ſmall. ren to 


act of it, is ſure to be attended with the pleal- 
ing approbation of one's own mind, which 
is a ſource of the higheſt. inward ſatisfaction ve. 
and delight :—Can there be a pleaſure equal 

to that which ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of 
having done our duty? or can any thing ſap- 


der the various misfortunes and W of 


life — The man who can lay his hand upon 


his breaſt, and feels no reproaches from with- . 
when the whole world is as it were loſt, in 


be ever ſo much deſpiſed and contemned, in- 
ſulted and abuſed. by his neighbours, he has 


a companion in his own boſom, who will 
fortable reflection, that he has really done 
ported the patient Job, under all the diſtreſſes 

he ſuffered, when he had loſt all that ever he 
poſſeſſed, even the charitable opinion of his 
beſt friends concerning his ſincerity; yet even 


encouraged 


= 8 E R N 0 N . i "or 
| 1 p xcouraged himſelf wih the teſtimony of his 


integrity: 1 will not, ſays he, remove my 
integrity from me. My righteouſneſs will T 
hold faſt, and will not let it go, my mind 
_— ſhall never reproach me ſo long as I live. 
nut above all other times, the pleaſure ariſing 
from the approbation of one's own mind, is 
chen moſt ſeaſonable and moſt defireable at 
the hour of death; for as nothing dejects a 
man's ſpirit more, and ſends him down with 
| greater ſorrow and heavineſs to the grave, 

[than the reproaches of an offended, neglected 
W conſcience ; what pain and uncaſineſs, what 
terror and anguiſh, what rage and deſpair, 
_ ſize upon a ſinner, at that time when he re- 
flecis upon what he has done, and conſiders 
what he is about to ſuffer; ſo on the other 
band, there is not any thing that ſerves to 

Fraiſe and revive the fainting ſpirits of a — 
man, like the teſtimony of his own conſci- 
ence, t that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity 
he has had his converſation in the world.— 
comfortable death, that is free from the 
ings and upbraidings, the terrors and tor- 
ures, the confuſion and amazement: of a 
puilty conſcience, is a happineſs ſo deſireable, 
as to be well worth the beſt care ANT enden 
vor r of our Whole lives. 


own mind, and the conſciouſneſs of his own _ 
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Nor is the work of the Lord agreeable on- 
175 in the immediate exerciſe, but upon reflec-, | 
tion alſo: A man may then look into his on. 
mind without any diſturbance, when he finds 
nothing there that is odious, ſhocking, or ill 
deſerving: A conſciouſneſs of theſe i irregu- 
lar paſſions he has ſubdued, of theſe virtuous 
Habits he has acquired, and of theſe pious, 
charitable, and benevolent actions he has per- 
formed, muſt needs enhance his felicity be- 
_ yond expreſſion.— None can think the plea- 
ſures of ſuch a life but thoſe who live it; for 
there is joy and gladneſs ſown for the upright | 
in heart, which they reap at preſent from 
every virtuous. action, which encreaſes with 
time, improves upon . enjoyment, and leaves 
no ungrateful touches of remorſe behind it. 

Bat farther: The ſteady uniform practice of 
religion, as it comprehends the relative duties 
of life, ſuch as goodneſs, integrity, faithful». 
neſs, friendſhip and honor, is the moſt effec · 
tiual method to command the eſteem, and ſe- 
cure the good offices of our fellow- men. 
The moſt graceleſs and abandoned muſt needs 
admife ſuch a character in hom, however - 
_ they may neglect to excel in it themſelves.— . 

It ſtrikes the beholders with a certain awe and 
veneration, and extorts our good- -liking in 
fpite even of malice and envy itſelf. —It diſ- 
arms our angry PN . itſelf into 

our 
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our hearts, * powerfully draws forth our 16a 
| _ good-will towards every one whom we fee to 
de poſſeſſed of it:—Who ſhall harm you, 
T fays the Apoſtle, if you are doers of that 
which is good; a vicious perſon ſcarce. will 
find in his heart to do an injury to ſuch a 
one; and wherever there is a ſenſe of virtue, 
.thers he will always be held in the higheſt 
eſteem.—The man who can generouſly put 
up with injuries and affronts, who can for- 
give and bleſs his enemies, whoſe head is big 
"= with projects of mercy, and whoſe hands are 
1 . conſtantly employed in offices of charity and 
1 goodneſs, will be ſure to have few, if any 
enemies, buta great many real friends, whoſe 
good wiſhes will follow him through every 
circumſtance in life, and upon whole aſſiſt- 
_  - ance he may depend, whenever he comes to 
E ſtand in need of it. 
And as the practice of 2 „ 
ſo very much to the good of individuals, 
what may we imagine would be the bleſſed 
ſtate of things, were virtue a general law to 
mankind, and the obligations of it ſubmitted 
to, by all thoſe whoſe intereſts it is to obſerve- 
it. —Did all men religiquſly give in to the 
eee exerciſe of g 5 and benevo- 
lence; did they ſacrifice . pride, their 
paſſion, their prejudices and private intereſt; 
60 the one- common intereſt © the Whole: 


22 SERMON IN 5 
did every one prefer his neighbor to himſelf 1 


and were they thus all of one heart and one 


mind, one in their intereſts, and one in their 


affectlons; what a wonderful. what an amaz- 
Ing ſcene of happineſs, would this naturally 


produce! How would it enhance the pleaſures , 


of ſocial life, and render them in a manner 
divine? How would it baniſh every jealous and 
uneaſy paſſion, reſtore a generous confidence 
and mutual truſt among men, and raiſe every 
private enjoyment by means of the public 
affections to a higher reliſh, than the moſt en- 
chanting pleafures, in the preſept ſelfiſh, dege- 
5 nerate ſtate of the world can poſſibly afford. 5 
I ſhall only add here, that by being ſtead - 
f faſt and immoveable, and by abounding in 


the work of the Lord, we ſhall by degrees 


arrive at a happy conformity to him, in the 
- inward frame and temper of our minds, and 
in our outward conduct and behavior, and 
thus in ſome meaſure attain to the bleſſedneſs _ 
of God himſelf; we ſhall become poſſeſſed of 
the moral SerfeRions of the Creator ; which, 
as they are ſufficient for the happineſs of the 
Deity, muſt needs be abſolutely ſo for ours: 
Aud as the ſupreme Being is neceſſarily deter- 
mined by the very frame of his nature, to be 
pleaſed with himſelf, he muſt, from the ſame _ 
principles, be equally diſpoſed to be pleaſed 
with every * that is like him. — And can 
e OL there 
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there be a more raviſhing ſatisfaction, than to 
think, that we are the objects of the divine 
favor, and that the governor of the world is 
our friend? That all our intereſts are taken 
care of by him, and that all his attributes are 
conſtantly employed for our welfare ? How 
muſt it tranſport us to be ſenſible, that we 
may come to him with confidence in all our. 
ſtraits, and pour out all our wiſhes. before 
him? How mult it fill our hearts with the moſt” 
enlivening joy, to think, that he will hear aal! 
our prayers, ſupply all our wants, baniſh 1 
every ſorrow, and crown us with his loving | 
kindneſs ? — That. he will make us wiſe by 
his wiſdom, powerful by his power, and that 
all our weakneſſes and infirmities ſhall be lot 
in the fulneſs of his infinite perfection? 1 
Theſe are ſome of the denghtful pleaſures 
Which accompany the_Aaithful diſcharge of 
that work, which God has given us to do; 
_ pleaſures of ſo very high an order, that the 
moſt exalted enjoyments of fin, are infinitely 
mean and gproveling when compared with 
them; pleaſures ſo rational and refined, as 
do hit the taſte; if we may be allowed to call 
it fo, of God himſelf, and ſerve to ker 
the higheſt and moſt manly wiſhes of the 
1 human breaſt : They bear to be reflected on, 
and are able to ſtand the teſt of the exattell 
I enquiry and trial. Nor n like the phea- 
Ep | C. 4 fares 195 
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ſiures of fin, momentary and 8 lived ; PO z 
do not periſh in the uſing, nor are they gone 


the moment t: 


are enjoyed, but {till remain 
a laſting treaſure, 


and are ever repeated with 
Increaſing joy.— Beſides, they are not ſubject 
to the caprice of fortune, or the giddy hu- 
. mors of a malicious world; they are not in- 5 
volved in the fate of kingdoms, in the revo- 10 
lutions of ſlates or of empires; time itſelf 

with all its changes can produce no alteration 
in them; they cannot be taken from us, nor 
can we be hindered in the uſe of them but by 
ourſelves.— The man who has learned to ſet 
a true value on theſe things, which are in- I} 
deed objects of the higheſt intrinſic worth and # 
beauty, and is but once poſſeſſed of them 
will be. rich beyond expreſſion, as he will 
have obtained a treaſure none can rob him 
of, nor can the utmoſt malice of fortune ever 
deprive him of it; ſince under all the mi- 
| fortunes. and calamiti&of life, and even in 'F 
the article of death it{ﬆf, theſe will abun= © 
dantly adminiſter to his unſpeakable delight 
and ſatisfaction. 

It is true indeed. the moſt virtuous man 1 
does not always enjoy ſuch a compleat ſtate f 
. happineſs on earth: There are many things 
to prevent the natural conſequences of virtue 
from having theic full effect here, which, 
bowerer we 1 reaſon to believe, will be al- 
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together removed men as vir 
tue itſelf is at beſt but imperfect in this pre- 


ſent life, it is not to be expected that perfect 
happineſs will fall to the ſhare of one, who 


gree and ſtrength of his virtue; the:argu- 


ment taken from the advantages of a religious 
life, ſhould loſe nothing of its force, in en- 


gaging us to perſevere and go on in the work 


of the Lord; eſpeclally, if we conſider that 


the encouragements to virtue are not confined 


to the preſent world z no, religion opens up a 
future proſpect, and preſents us with the 
view of a reward, that is as large as heaven, 


and as laſting as eternity. — Whatever troubles 


or misfortunes, whatever trials or diſappoint= 
ments, we may happen to meet with here, if 


5 


is not perfectly good. In the mean. time, 
| ſince it is found in fact, that one's enjoyments 
do uſually improve in proportion to the de- 


we continue ſteadfaſt and faithful in duty to 


of the New Jeruſalem, where we ſhall be for 


ever eaſy, and for ever happy in the enjoy- _ 
ment of all thoſe raviſhing and rranſporting 
_ pleaſures which heaven can beſtow, or which. 
finite and limited natures are capable to re- 
ceire. In that bleſſed ſtate there ſhall be no 
thing wanting to make us happy, and com- 


1 a 


1 


1 


4 of : — 


the end, we ſhall ſoon riſe far above the reach | 
of every thing that is capable of annoying or 
offending us, and enter with triumph the gates 
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| plenly ſo; there ſhall be pleaſures calculated 
to gratify all our deſires, and every wiſh ſhall. 


loſe itſelf in enjoyment. — Are we animated by 


principles of ambition, are crowns and ſcep- 
tres the objects of our choice? We ſhall be 
made kings and prieſts. unto God, ſhall be 
ſet. down upon thrones, have crowns put up- 
on our heads, and ſhall reign in heaven with 
Jeſus Chriſt for ever. -Do we breathe after 


wiſdom, and the knowlege of divine things ? 


The eyes of our underſtanding ſhall then be 


opened, fo as to be able to obſerve the won- 


derful plan of divine adminiſtration, the beau- 


| uful chain of cauſes and effects, the ſurpriz -- 
connection and dependance of the works 
of God, one upon another, and the infinite 
propriety of all theſe events and operations, 
which we have found ourſelves at ſo great a 


loſs to account for here below: The amazing 
myſteries of providence and redemption, with 


every thing elſe that can entertain a glorified | 


foul, -ſhall then 'be laid open to our view, 


which will afford abundant foundation for 


aſtoniſhment, wonder and praiſe, to all the 
ages of eternity. Once more—Have we a 


taſte for ſocial pleaſures, and are we ſmit with 


the love of a friend ? We ſhall here have the 


greateſt variety to. make choice of, from the 
higheſt archangel, - down to the loweſt faint. 


No looner ſhall we enter theſe happy man- 


fions, 


. 
4 
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fi dus, but the whole celeſtial company ſhall 
approach and bid us welcome, with the gene- 
rous offers of their friendſhip and ſincereſt 
love; nor is there any danger of our friend- 


| tip being interrupted by ſuſpicions or falſe, 
ſurmiſes, by treachery or any wicked art; for 


as the connexions of this kind in the other 
world, are not formed upon ſelf-intereſt or 


party views, nor founded on weakneſs, or ne. 


ceſſity, but are the genuine effect of that har- 


mony of tempers which prevails among the 


members of that happy ſociety, their friendſhi ps 


muſt laſt as long as their exiſtence, and can 
never have a period but with- eternity itſelf. _— 


But to deſcribe the pleaſures of the ſuperior 


regions, is an attempt too daring for any 


mortal to pretend to, ſince no eye has ſeen, 


nor any ear heard, neither hath it entered. 
into the heart of any man to conceive the 


greatneſs 'of that happineſs, which God has 


prepared for thoſe who love and obey him _ : 


This much we know, that it is exceedingly, 


nay, inconceivably great; and what above all | 


enhances their felicity, 1s, that "oy are ſure, 


it ſhall never have an end. | 
No theſe are the pleaſures. an this the 
e which God, who cannot lie, has pro- 


miſed as an encouragement to the practice of 


univerſal piety and virtue — Let us therefore 
ſet this glorious proſpect continually before 
. 5 5 > 5 N n 5 us, ; 


' 
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us, that we may never become languid or re- 
miſs in the performance of that work, which 
God has given us to do; but animated at all 
times with the higheſt degrees of chriſtian 
vigor and religious warmth, let us carefully 
and conſcientiouſly diſcharge every branch of 
our chriſtian duty, that by a patient continu- 
ance in well- doing, we may attain to glory, 
honor, and immortality, and become par- 
takers of everlaſting 08s. ; 

Nor does it in the leaſt diminiſh, the — 
of our religious actions, that we are moved 


to them by the proſpect of reward. —What- 


ever may be the caſe with us hereafter, by 
the preſent conſtitution of human nature, the 
ions of | hope and fear, are the great 
ſprings of action among men: To theſe there- 
| fore, almighty God has been pleaſed to ad- 
dreſs himſelf in all his tranſactions with us 
and while we act upon theſe principles, we 
are fo far from being mercenary in a criminal 
ſeoſe of the word, that this very principle 
ts repreſented in Scripture, as the founda- 
_ tion of that aſtoniſhing virtue, which diſco- 
vered itſelf ſo illuſtriouſly in the obedience 
and ſufferiags of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when 
ue ate told, that for the joy, or the reward 
that was fer before him, he endured the croſs, 
deſpiſed the ſhame, and is now ſet down on 
hr: Father' 5 e hand, to give . 7 
and 


is 


\ 
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and remiſſion of ſins to ſuch as believe in bis 
name. — And indeed, to be animated to the 
practice of our duty, by the view of a vir- 
tuous enjoyment, demonſtrates the higheſt 
love to virtue, and is the very eſſence and per- 
fection of a moral character Let us there · 
fore, in compliance with the intention of hea- 
ven, keep our eye continually fixed upon this 


great and noble reward, that our defires be- 


ing more and more enflamed with the view of 
it, we may exert every faculty of our ſouls, 
and all our powers of action, in the faithful 
N diſcharge of the ſeveral offices of the chriſtian 
life; knowing, that if we continue ſteadfaft 
unto the end, we ſhall find to our ne a 
that our libour has not been in vaio. „ 
No from what has been ſaid, we may 505 | 
n ſerve i in the firſt place, that chriſtianity is by 
no means ſuch an eaſy buſinefs, as a great 
many would. fondly perſuade themſelves i= 
It is repreſented by the Apoſtle, in the words 
of our text, as a work and labor; and indeed, 
thoſe who enter upon it, will find it to be fo 
in fact: To mortify our rebellious Tufts,” to 
ſubdue the corruption of our natures, to 
change our hearts and reform our lives, is a 
labor which requires the greateſt vigilance; - 
the niceſt and moſt painful care, and calls for 
all the vigor and activity of the inward man.— 
Ws have involved ourſelves by ſin, in a moſt 


e \ | Wn 
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unhappy and miſerable ſituation ; ies is our 


buſineſs to extricate ourſelves from it, in the 
beſt manner we can; God has pointed out 
the only poſſible means; if theſe are hard 


and difficult, and attended witk pain or 


trouble, the blame muſt lie upon ourſelves, 
and can by no means be aſcribed to any ſeve- 
rity on the part of God. And this will evi- 


dently appear to be the caſe, if we conſider 
that he has promiſed his Holy Spirit to them 


that aſk him, to enlighten their underſtand- 
ings, to renew their wills, to regulate their 


affections, to ſupply their weakneſs and want 


of ſtrength, and to work in them both to will 


and to do, according to his good pleaſure.— 


Let us therefore in the moſt earneſt manner, 


apply to him by prayer, for the aids of 


_ the Holy Ghoſt, that our helper being al- 


mighty, we may become ſtrong in the Lord, 


and be thoroughly nn for nd, good = 


Work. 


Secondly, From what has hon: faid, we 


. may likewiſe obſerve the infinite goodneſs and 
love of God-to men, who to make that diffi- 
cult and laborious work as eaſy as poſſible to 

us, has not only promiſed us his Holy Spirit 
1 help our infirmities, but has annexed the 


higheſt rewards to the practice of our duty, 
and eſtabliſhed Sy an inſeparable-connexion 


tag that it is im- 


wirt virtue an 
| poſlible 
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5 : poſſible for. us to do the one, without ad- 
vancing and promoting the other; he does 


not require of us to ſeek his face in vain, but 
has made it our intereſt as well as our duty 
to be good, and to do good; he has ordered 


7 in fach a manner, that we cannot take 


any one ſtep, or make the leaſt progreſs in the 


way of religion, without feeling ourſelves the 
happier and the better for it: — And as if all 
this were not enough, he has promiſed us a 
happineſs in heaven, the nature and extent of 
which we ſhall not be able fully to compre- 
hend, till we come to be poſlefſed of it in 


that bleſſed place, where no impure or un- 
holy thing, ſhall ever be allowed to enter. 
Let us then from theſe divine encouragements, 


be prevailed with to perſevere in the practice 


of holineſs and virtue; let us go ſtreight for- 


ward in the way to glory, with courage and 


reſolution, with zeal and intrepidity, without 
turning either to the right hand or to the left, 


till at laſt we appear perfect before God our 


Creator, and Chriſt our Redeemer, in Zion.— 
Let us be ſteadfaſt and immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſ- 
much as we know that our 295 neither is, 


nor ſhall, be in vain in the Lord. 


3 5 is 
— 
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HEBREWS, 4 K. ver. 38. 


Bur 1F ANY MAN DRAW bace MY ob. 
SHALL HAVE NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 


+ 3% 


H ERE is not a more SEL 
T character in human life, than that of _ 


treble, fickle, and ind ien . 


man of this complexion can no more depend 


upon himſelf, than he can be depended on by 
thoſe about him. He ſeldom forms his judg- 
ments according to the nature and reaſon of 

things, but is governed by fancy, by what- _ 
ever ſtrikes his imagination, or falls in with 

| his preſent paſſions; his reſolutions are ever 

- unſteady, his behavior disjointed and irregu- 


lar, and what he does to-day, for the moſt 
part he undoes to-morrow. —He is conſtant in 


nothing but inconſtancy, and one ſhould no b Z 


more know by his deſigns, what part he will 


really act, than he can be certain of the moſt | 
precarious and contingent events in nature— 


8 of this kind, as it renders a man 


u leleſs 5 
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whtels to all the purpoſes of ſociety, to all 
the purpoſes of truſt, confidence and friend- 
ſhip, is no leſs pervicious to the intereſt of | 


the individual, by leading him to execute 
plans that are il]-digeſted, to ſtop ſhort in rhe 


execution of them, to propoſe new. ones, 


8 


and to ſuffer theſe alſo to die away, before 
they are brought to their proper meaſures of 


perfection. — lt is not my buſineſs at preſent. 


to enquire into the principles by which one 
may account for this ſtrange weakneſs and ir- 


_ reſolution of the human mind: It may be ne- 
ceſſary however to obſerve, that where it en- 
ters into religious life, and has an influence 
upon the profeſſion and practice of chriſtiani- 
ty, it is a temper of all others the moſt deſ- 
picable and dangerous, hateful in itſelf, * 


fatally deſtructive in its, conſequences ; Ful 


effectually prevents a man from ſeeing 


his own eyes, and attending to the en dene 


of truth, and diſpoſes him to give up his 
fliich and practice with the implicite reſigna- 


tion of a ſlàve, to the guidance and direction 
of others; the laſt book he reads, or the laſt 


perſon. he cohverſes with, commands his ſen- 
timents; and thus, unſtable in all his ways, 
he is, in the elegant language of the aj oftle; 


Paul; as a child toſſed to and fro, and car- 


5 3 about with every wind of doctrine, by 


dhe. ſlight of men, and cunning craftineſs, 
„„ OD 1 


1 
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, Pal lie 3 in wait to 1 —This — Þ 
languor and feeblenefs of heart, if we may 
de allowed to call it fo, lays him open to 
_every temptation, and naturally precipitates - 
dim into a breach of the moſt facred and 
folemn engagements; every new difficulty 
| gives a check to his reſolutions, and every 
new motive diſpoſes him to abandon that 

 _ _  ©.courle of Ca nt which he had religiouſly 

/ " - "determined to obſerve; by which means he 

| loſes the benefit of all the happy ſteps, he 
may have already made in the way of reli- 
gion, and expoſes himſelf to the high and 
dangerous diſpleaſure of that God, who has 
declared in the words we have ' juſt now : 
read, That if an man draws back, bis foul 

= "hall have no pleaſure in him. 

WMe call ourfelyes chriſtians ; by > 1 
he ordinances of the Goſpel, we profeſs our 
faith in Chriſt and his religion: When we 

were baptized, we ſolemnly ſwore and en- 

WEE” uu - gaged to govern ourſelves by his laws, to fol- 

do his example, to depend upon his pro- 

maiſes, and to contiaue faithful in his fer- 
vice eren to the end of life; If we ſhall yo- 
ne theſe engagements, through unbelief, or 

. thecommilſſion, the wilful commiſſion of any 

ku fin; if we ſuffer ourſelves to apoſtatize 
either from the faith or practice of chriſtianj- 
= * not r incur the odious chere. 
| "tes 
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ter af” being falſe and perjured; but our. 


guilt thus aggravated wi 1 eee 8 
volve us in the ſeyereſt effects of divine re- 
ſentment and indignation. 
chriſtianity, we profeſs to ſet. our faces to- 

Wards Zion; but this is not enough, we 
muſt go ſtreight forward in the way to hap- 
; pineſs, through the paths of righteouſneſs and 


By profeſſing 


neſs, we muſt neither turn to the right 
and nor the left, . but with the moſt ſteady 


and vigorous reſolution, ſhould purſue our 
3 courſe, being ſenſible, that if in 


inſtance we fall off, we forfeit the pro- 


N by ion of heaven, and expoſe hs to 
the condemnation of back-fliders, Whoſe a- 


poſtacy will infallibly. "nuns them.— Qur 
=O rity therefore lyes in our perſere- 
rance; and to engage us in the unſhaken 
profeſſion of chriſtianity, and a faithful di- 
charge of the ſeveral duties of it, allow me 
to explain in a few words, the nature, the 
cauſes, and the cure of religi ous apoltacy, 
= Prev I have done this, I ſhall in place of 
plication, n out 1 few of OO 
ons and fata e 
T. am in the = . explain the na- 
ture of religious apoſtacy.l f 1 what 
one has embraced chriſtianity and made a pro—-ꝛ 
feſſion of it, has 3 ee by proper 
5 that it ” a — of truth, con- 
tal lang 4 


5 
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taining a ſyſtem of divine actos a pre- 
cepts, worthy of God to reveal, and of man 


to believe and ſubmit to, and that he has in 


conſequence; of this conviction, entered upon 


the practice of it, or at leaſt publickly de- 
clared his reſolution of doing ſo. Now for 


one to alter his opinions, or change his ſen- 


.tiwents, . with regard to «the truth of the 


_chriſtian religion, or the fundamental articles 
of it To throw. off the obligation of its 
laws, and to live in a contemptuous violation 


of them, is, to be guilty of a moſt criminal 


apoſtacy. The man therefore, who has taken 


upon himſelf the character of a chriſtian, 


and bound himſelf in the terms of the Goſ- 
pel Covenant, to the obedience of the laws 


of Chriſt, and afterwards ſuffers himſelf. to 


be carried. by the influence of his own ſinful. 


9 or any other vicious inducement, in- 


to the corrupt ways and practices of the 


World, ſuch an one is properly an apoſtate 


from Chriſt, and guilty. of the moſt dange- 


rous bäck-fliding.— From which it appears, 


In the firſt place, that to alter one's opinions 
wh regard to ſome. of the leſſer articles af 


the chriſtian faith, ſuch I: mean as have no 


immediate or necelfary connection with 


| ice, cannot be properly charged with the 
| hateful. name of apoſtacy, —Speculatiye points 
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ways have, and always will differ about; and 
nothing is more common, or leſs criminal. 
than to find one and the ſame perſon in cheſe 1 
matters differ from himſelf.— This is à necef-' 
fary conſequence of the preſent dark and 10 
norant ſtate of the human mind; and till in- 
fallibility becomes one of the properties N 
the ſoul of man, ſuch differences are abſo- ' 
lutely unavoidable.—For while men employyy 
their intellectual faculties in enquiring after 
truth, theſe not being always equally well 
diſpoſed, that which appears clear and evi e» 
dent at one time, may be obſcure: and cloud. 
ed at another; but if freedom of thougbt, 1 
or an impartial examination into the truth of 
things, be a duty incumbent upon every rea- 
ſonable creature, ſo far as his -reaſonable- 
powers can carry him, whatever is a neceſſary . 
and unavoidable : conſequence of it, mult 
needs be innocent. — 80 that to change his 
opinion, with reſpect, to ſpeculative articles 1 
of faith, is what a man can neither help many 
es nor is indeed accountable for. But "ml 
In the fecond place, From what has ben 
dad, it appears, that to ſuffer our faitk in 
the 1 important and eſſential doctrines of chriſ- 
tianity,' ſuch as have a tendency to improve f 
the heart and reform the life to be ſhaken,” or 
to become ſo much dead and languid, as to 
ue its en, . 1 is a degree of apoc- 
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tacy of a very dangerous kind; and yet this. 


is a very common caſe. There are many who 
call themſelves chriſtians, and would take ijt 

extremely ill to have this point of fact called 
in queſtion: They profeſs to believe the ſeve- 
ral articles of the chriſtian creed, when, be- 


fides their baptiſm, they can produce no claim 


to the chrifiian character. By neglecting to 
turn their thoughts frequently on the eviden- 
ces of chriſtianity,” the arguments upon which 


they at firſt embraced it, come by degrees to 


loſe themſelves and eee by which 
means, their faith being deprived of that 

foundation, which alone can ſupport and 
- * maintain its vigour, naturally degenerates in- 


to what may be rather called a not-doubting, 


than any actual belief of it; which ſtate of 
the mind -may well conſtitute a negative, but 


never can a poſitive faith; and whatever a 


negative cauſe may do in numbers, it muſt be 
it can never 
produce any poſitive effect. So that to allow 
our faith, in the important doctrines of the 


acknowleged, that in morality 


_ Goſpel, to become ſpiritleſs and inactive, to 


ſuffer it to loſe its practical influence on out. 


hearts and lives, is 'a dangerous ſpecies of 


+ yea and a very high crime . Acht 1 


— —.— third wes, It will fo appear from 


- vie 4 


5 what has been ſaid, that vu known, wilful 
| ER,  Ceviation Nd 


— deviation from the laws of the Goſpel, byone 5 
who has been or ſtill continues to be a pr 
feſſor of it, is an act of religious apoſtacy, 
and expoſes the guilty perſon to the diſplea- 
ſure of almighty God : I fay, every known 


W i 9 
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and wilful deviation from the laws of the 
Goſpel; becauſe a good man. through igne- 
rance, through weakneſs, through inadver- 


tency or ſurprixe, may be unhappily betrayed . 
into the commiſſion of a crime, but if, upon 


recollection, he heartily diſapproves of what 


be has done, is extremely ſorry for it, aſks 


forgiveneſs of God, and ſeriouſly. reſolves. 


| againſt i for the future, ſuch a one cannot 


be juſtly branded with the odious name of an 
apoſtate: But he who deliberately gives in to 
the practice of any known fin, and feels no 
remorſe upon reflection, as its likely he wil 
repeat the ſame, Whenever he has an oppor- 
tunity, he is a back-ſlider from God, and the 


object of his high diſpleaſure. 


Laſtly, As every particular. Joann from 


the laws of the Goſpel, is a fpecies and de- 


gree of apoſtacy, ſo for a profeſſed chriſtian | 
to throw off the obligations of his religion 
altogether, and to live as if-the Goſpel were 


no proper rule of life to him: To pay no re- 
gard to the authority of Chriſt, and to be- 

have as if he had never come yr any us. 
. OHA to him: This is the very my 7. 


N 
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10g at firſt introduced 
example, and a careleſs ducation, bend the 
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and quinteſſence of the ſin of apoſtacy, and | 


if there is a ſin unto death, as the apoſtle. 


aſſures. us there is, this ee to be it: 


Which is of ſo very heinous and aggravated | 


2. nature, that he dares not ſo much as adviſe 
us to pray for thoſe who are guilty of it. 
Having thus explained the nature of reli- 


gious apoſtacy, it follows, that we. - inquire i 


into the cauſes of it. 


Now theſe are, in the firſt place, The na- 8 


tural depravity and corruption of the human 


heart, —It would not contribute to anſwer our 


preſent purpoſe ro enquire, how far this cor- 


ruption is original, or acquired: This much 


muſt be acknowleged, that there is a ſtrange 


- unhappy aptitude in the ſoul of man, from 


its earlieſt infancy, to receive wrong impreſ- 
ions. to exert. irregular appetites, and to 
contract vicious and ſinful habits. —Theſe be- 


ſoul by degrees as it were to one ſide, and 


give it ſuch a violent perverſion, that it is not 


without the greateſt difficulty that it can be 
afterwards reduced and brought to rights.— 


y the means of bad 


_ 


And even when by ſerious recollection, by at- 


tendiog to the beauty and advantages of vir- 
tue, and the arguments ſuggeſted by the 


en to make us wiſer and better, we at 
laſt reſolve 1 a e reformation of 


0 
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our 3 and manners; we are no ſooner 


off our guard, but the obſtinate malignity of 


our nature returns, and with an over-bearing 


force carries down all before it: Thus a man 


in ſome ſoft and peaceable moments, when 


his paſſions not being inflamed with the pre- 
ſence of vicious objects, give him leave to 


think coolly and deliberately on what he is 


about, reſolves to be religious, and to govern . 
himſelf by the laws and maxims of. chriſtiani- 
ty; his reaſon and judgment are convinced, 
that this is the better part, that the final con- 


cluſion of ſuch a courſe, will be peace, joy, 


and everlaſting happineſs : Yet how ſoon ! how 
very ſoon. do theſe convictions give way to 


the ſuperior influence of vicious . habits and 


criminal affections; his beſt reſolutions fall a 
ſacrifice to the in-bred corruption of his 
heart; and in the ſtrong expreſſion of {crip- | 


ture,—With the dog he returns to the vomit, i 
and with the ſow to her wallowing in the 


mire.— Such is the commanding power of that 


as 


inveterate depravity which our natures have 


contracted, that like an elaſtic body, it ever 


tends to its original direction; and thus, in 


many inſtances, prevents that ſteadineſs and 


perſeverance ip the ways of God, which can 


_ only render our perſons and performances 8 
Fwy acceptable to kim. But 
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In the ſecond place, Another cauſe of re- 
ligious apoſtacy, is, one's embracing a reli-' 7 
gion upon any other grounds than thoſe of a 

rational evidence and conviction: Many there 


are who believe chriſtianity, becauſe it was 
the religion of their fathers, the religion of 
the country in which they were born, aud be- 
cauſe they have never heard it called in queſ · 
tion by any of their neighbors around them; 
they are chriſtians for the ſame reaſons, that | 
they would have been Mahometans had they 
been born in Turkey; or Heathens, had 
their nativity placed them in Japan.ä— The 
faith of ſuch people not being built upon | 
reaſon, the ſmalleſt ſhew or appearance 
of reaſon is ſufficient -to ſhake the foun- - I 
dations of ir, and to bring them over to 
the ſide of infidelity.— Their belief is not 
able to withſtand the force even of a fal- 
lacious argument, and they may with equal 
eaſe be argued out of their religion or con - 
firmed in it. —If we take our religion upon 
truſt, without being at proper pains to ex- 
amine the evidences of it; if our conviction 
ariſes from prejudice, intereſt- or education, 
rather than impartial reaſoning or ſolid ar- 
gument, no wonder that contrary prejudices, 
à contrary intereſt, or a contrary education, 1 
get the better of it, and diſpoſe us to betrag 
_ _ .. our religion, by abandoning our firſt 3 : 8 
| 1 p 8 915 
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It is very poſſible indeed, for a man to mains: - // 


* tain and perſevere in his religion, even a re 


ligion which he has taken up at a venture, 


| while temporal advantages, the good opinion 
of the world, or other favorable circum- 


ſtances, happen to be on the ſide of it; but 
no ſooner do perſecution or oppreſſion for 
conſcience ſake preſent their ghaſtly forms, 


en e ee ee 


head, and chuſe to diſappear.—Nor is this 


the fate of falſe religions only; chriſtianity 
itſelf has often ſuffered in this manner; for 
having been embraced without evidence, and 
believed without reaſon, the profeſſors of it 


have in many inſtances, to ſave their lives, 
renounced their religion, and like the apoſtle 


Peter of old, have ſhamefully denied the 
author of it with a curſe.— Whereas the fait 
of thoſe ho have embraced chriſtianity upon 
242 rational enquiry and impartial examination, 
like a houſe built upon a rock, has been able 

to out- brave the ſtorms of temptation, ridi- 


cule, falſe reaſoning, perſecution, death it- 


ſelf, and with a firmneſs and reſolution, infe-. 


rior only to the immutability of him who is 


the author of it, has diſpoſed them” to Ka 


their ſtimony with their blood. 
In third place, As religion is a pg 


| of choice, ſo it ſhould be always the ſubject 
| "wy a free, impartial, and deliberate one. 


; | ff 
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Ones entering upon it with raſhneſs and pre- 
cipitancy, is often the unhappy cauſe f a 
molt fatal apoſtacy and back-ſliding from be 
ways of God. — Our great Redeemer himſelf | 
has taught us the terms, upon which we can + 
expect to be admitted among the number of 
his diſciples: Theſe we muſt needs ſtudy to 
| be. acquainted: with, leſt by being involved 
in difficulties before we are aware, our hearts 
| be diſcouraged, our reſolutions fail us, and 
| 5 We draw back from the engagements we have 
: come under to the obedience of Jeſus Chriſt. _ 
We are extremely apt, when we meet with 
: 
| 


any conſiderable ruffle or diſappointment in 
the purſuit of vicious gratifications, to take 
up a ſudden reſolution of altering the whole 
frame and tenor of our behavior, and thus at 
once enter upon religion in the way of a pett, 
without conſidering the nature and impor- 
tance of it, or the diffirulties with which it 
is attended; ſo ſoon as theſe begin to be felt, 
and the affecting ſenſe of the diſappointment 
wears off, our virtuous reſolutions languiſh, 
and we inſenſibly fall back into our origina 
careleſs indulgence: of every unreafonable de\ 
fire —Again, when we have been guilty - 
any notorioùs crime, and are afraid of the 
ſhameful copſequences of it; when we labor 
under any dangerous diſtreſs, and fancy we 
ſee death approaching, with all his — 
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ble terrors, we naturally fly for protection to 
heaven, and for the ſake of ſafety, ſolemni 
_ Promiſe to be religious and good for the fu- 
ture: Whereas, no ſooner is the alarm over, 


and the dangerous confequences diſappear, 
but we are ready to forget our engagements, 


and in fact mind them no more than it we had 
never come under them. It is likewiſe no un- 


common thing for perſons, whoſe imagina- 
tions are warmed with a lively and ſtriking re- 


preſentation of the excellency of virtue, and 


the odious deformity of vice, to vow a per- 
petual and conſtant, attachment to the one, f 
and an everlaſting abhorrence of the other; 


but when this heat and fervor. of the ſpirits 
ſubſides, and they begin to be ſenßble that 


ble paths of religion are not quite ſo ſmooth - 
and eaſy as at firſt they apprehended them to 


„ they naturally fall from their firſt, love, 
and make a ſhameful ſhip-wreck of faith and 
of a good conſcience So thet our careleſneſs 


and want of. attention to the advantages antl 
diſadvantages on both ſides, —our neglecting. 
in the words of our Savior, to ſit down and 

count the coſt, before we enter upon the pro- 


feſſion or practice of religion, is many times 


the unhappy cauſe of a dangerous and fatal 


apoſtacy. But the further illuſtration E 


tis point, 1 be the e of another 
| CCAIR" JO Boba prin Ce 
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SERMON . 
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| HEBREWS, chap, x. ver. 35. 


Bor IT-ANY MAN DRAW BACK, MY sour 


SHALL HAVE No pert IN 8 


N the former Atssutſe; I erden to 

explain the nature of religious apoſtai 

and to aſſign ſome of the cauſes of it. oc 

I took notice of were, 

Firſt, The natural depravity and corrup- 
| tio of the human heart. 

' Secondly, One's embracing a religion 
-_ other grounds, than thoſe of a rational 
evidence and conviction. 

Thirdly, As religion is a matter of — 


it ſhould always be che ſubject of a free, im- 


partial, and deliberate one. —One's entering 
upon it with raſhneſs and precipitancy, is often 
the happy cauſe of a moſt fatal 1 
and bock. fding from the ways of God. 
1am 10 obſerve, in the Foarth place, that 
"another cauſe of it is, Our not entering upon 
the faith and practice of the Goſpel, in a due 
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our own da and a in our own 


ſufnciency.— However men may boaſt of the 


ſtrength of their natural powers, experience, 
which is the beſt guide to truth, abundantly 
ſhews the truth of. what our Savior has de- 


clared,.— That without him in the way of re- 
: ligion, we can do nothing.—Religion conſiſts 


in doing thoſe things which are well pleafing 


and acceptable to God: What theſe are, God 


himſelf can only declare, and unleſs he had 
condeſcended to reveal his will to us by Jeſus 
© Chriſt his ſon, we ſhould have been altoge- 
ther unacquainted with the religion of the 
Goſpel, and abſolute ſtrangers to the prac - 
tice of it.—But this is not all, even thoſe 
who have the moſt thorough knowledge of 
the chriſtian ſyſtem, are not always the moſt 
2 to form their lives upon the model of 

The knowlege and practice of religions 
jo - things is their own nature extremely 
diſtinct one from another: According to the 
ſentiments of the apoſtle James; who declares, 
That though he had all -knowlege, yet if he 
had not charity be was nothing. Hence it is, 
that the eyes of our minds muſt not only be 


opened, to behold the wonderful things that 


are contained in the law of God, but our 
hearts muſt be ſoftened, to feel the divine 
energy of them, and our powers of action 
ee _ * for the Ab 
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_ ence of the divine Spirit, are every moment 


_ victue.—This unhappy diſpoſition naturally 


: It my 
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of every part of our duty. 3 are b effegte 
which can only be brought about by the ope · 


ration of the Grace of Chriſt, and through 


this ſtrengthening us, we are told, that we 


hall be able to do all things.—Thoſe there - 


fore who enter upon the practice of religion, 
without a due regard to the aids and influ- 


expoſed to the danger of back- Hiding and 
apoſtacy, from the ways of God. 
I ſhall only obſerve 8 in the laſt place, | 

That ſpiritual pride, or an over-weening con- 

ceit of our ſuperior religious worth, ariſing . + 
from a compariſon of our own characters with = 
thoſe of others, is a temper of mind by which | 
one is apt to be betrayed into a certain care- 
leſueſs, in relation to any future progreſs he 
ſhould be making in the paths of goodneſs and 


unbends the ſoul, ſo that it ceaſes to act with 
vigor, and thereby inſenſibly falls under the 
power of its original bias and corruption; 
The chriſtian life is a progreſlive one; if we. 
do not advance and go forward in, it, our in- 


bred depravity will pull us back; ſo that ey 


who think they ſtand moſt ſecure, are for the: 


- moſt part in the greateſt hazard of falling; 8 oF 
nor is any thing more agreeable to the mea 


ſure of natural equity and juſtice, or more 
3 to the l of * SN to wc" . 


o. * 
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ſuch perſons ſenſible,- by An from 


really in themſelves nothing to boaſt of, no- 


2 


them his reſtraining grace, that they have 


"_ but what they have received; God 
reſiſteth the Proud but giveth grace to the 
humble. n 

No- / Welt are ſome as the c a that 
religious apoſtacy, againſt which, God, the 


ſupreme judge of all, has poſitively. de- 


_ clared, —That whoever is guilty of it, his 
au can have no pleaſure in bim.— With what 


extreme caution therefore ſhould we guard 
- againſt this fatal and deſtructive evil: Is there 
no danger in diſpleaſing the Almighty? Or 
can we think ourſelves ſafe while Our 
is armed againſt us? If when we have come 
under the moſt. ſolemn engagements to the 
faith and obedience of the Goſpel, we ſhould 
_ afterwards. draw back, it muſt be to perdi- 


tion; the nature and reaſon of things teach 


us ſo; God, who is truth itſelf, has declared 


-Its and nothing h he has ſaid, ſhall ever fall to 
t 


the ground. 


wee regard our own intereſt, or the favor of 


the greateſt, and beit of Beings, to endeavor 
to be ſteadfaſt and immoveable, always a- 

1 in the work of the Lord: And if 
we would really wiſh to perſevere unto the 


9 and be __— unto ny the follow- 
Vor. 1. N 3 | Rs IP 0g” 


| a 


is our buſineſs therefore, as 
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ing meaſures to prevent our nnen may 
perhaps deſerve to be taken notice of. 1 
In the firſt place: As the root of \velipi- aw 


i hs apoſtacy lies chiefly in the human heart, 
in the corruption and depravity of our na- 


— 


- thing of this kind, ſo ſoon as it appears in 
_ © -our minds; mould without heſitation turn our 
thoughts to different objects, and endeavor 
to divert them by whatever is ſerious or enter- 
_ © taining from polluting our hearts, or beget- 
ting ſinful inclinations in us: This is what, 
aàt leaſt, we certainly can endeavor to do, and 
dick we reſolutely puſh theſe endeavors with 
2 proper degree of application, our vicious 
ſentiments and imaginations would, through 

"ONE" * ing of . "uw by degrees, to 


F 4 * 


eg to be upon our guard againſt.— 


"derived from our firſt parents, we have great- 
ly added to it by our numberleſs actual pro- 
vocations.— This adventitious depravity, if we 
may be allowed to call it ſo; may be conquer- 
ed and got the better of, by the ſame me- 
thods by which it was acquired. — We have 
unqueſtionably, in many cafes, a power-over 
dur own thoughts. If we indulge vicious ones 
Wich pleaſure, we immediately become tranſ- 


tures, ſo this is what of all things we ought 


hitever degree of corruption we may have 


greſſors; we maſt therefore bear down every 


s E ry M ON W. 8 7 
trouble us, nad would at laſt altogether evaniſh 
and diſappear.— And with regard to the ſinful 

habits we have contracted, which conſtitute 
no ſmall part of the corruption of our natures, 
theſe muſt be unlearned, by religiouſly ab- 
ſtaining from whatever is evil, and & careful 
performance of every thing that! is good; 
_ avoiding theſe particular acts, which'original- © 
ly laid the foundation of them, and by de: 
Voting ourſelves to the practice of the oppo-_ | 
ſite virtues. Nor is even this the negative part 
oof it, at leaſt, without the compaſs of the 
human power. —AQions, which proceed from 
the moſt inveterate habits, are every day ſu - 
pended from circumſtances abſolutely trifling © 1 
and inconſiderable: Thus a man habitually . 
1 addicted to the infamous, under- bred crime of 
profane curfing and ſwearing, will lay a bridle | | 
upon his tongue, rather than offend one whom 
he would wiſh to oblige; and a perſon whoſe 
heart is enflamed with the paſſions of anger, *' } 
\avarice, or luſt, ſhall nevertheleſs be diverted 3 
from the execution of his ſinful purpoſes, by 
the preſence even of a child. But one ſhould 
think, that if it is in our power to .abſtain 
from finfut actions upon any one occaſion, it 
Sl 1 equally in our power to abſt4in from them 
on all occaſions; by which method, we ſhall 
A* laſt get the better of our vicious habits, 
2 5 and Teltore the mind to a capacity of receiv- 
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ing theſe divine impreſſions, which form the. 


new man, and make us like to God.—By this 
means therefore, ſhould we endeavor to rec- 


"Lify the ſeveral diforders of our natures, ſub- 


due the force of every irregular appetite, | 


habit and affection, and by the repeated ex- 
erciſe :of. piety, juſtice, temperance, charity 


and mercy, ſhould create and ſtrengthen all 


_ theſe virtuous diſpoſitions, that are neceſfary 
to render our duty ealy to us, and put us 


upon the practice of it with chearfulneſs and 


delight: Thus ſhall we be in ſome meaſure _ 
happily delivered from one great cauſe of re- 
ligious apoſtacy, and be in ſo much the leſs 


: 8 of backſliding from the ways of 


at firſt believed: By this means, our convic - 
tion of the truth of it, being always ſtrong 


and vigorous, our faith ſhall be able to with- 
Nand the attempts of every one who would 
© endeavor to ſeduce us, and bear us up againſt 


the influence of every plauſible objection, de- 
luſive argument, or the more infectious ex- 


ample of well- bred infidelity. —And. for this f 5 


EF err we opld convince "ourſelves of tbe 
Th A _ Meſſiahſhip | 


In the ſecond place, We ſhould not- aaly, | 
: by a ſerious attention to the evidences of 
Chriſtianity, raiſe our minds to the higheſt 
poſſible degrees of faith in it, but ſhould fre- 
quently review the arguments upon which we 
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"Metabihip of Chriſt, from the Acc N 
© ment of prophecies in him; ſhould perſuade 

2 _ ourſelves of the truth of bis religion, from 
We the heavenly nature of its principles and pre- 
cCeepts; from the intrinſic divine energy of its 
doctrines upon the hearts and conſciences of 
men; from the ſurprizing miraculous works 


of mankind, and from the wonderful conver - 
ſion both of Jews and Gentiles into the faith 
of his Goſpel. —Did we thus ſeriouſly: and 
5 frequentiy attend to the grounds and eriden- 
bs | c'.ebs of our religion, we ſhould, through the 
9) _ bleſſing of God, be able to ſtand faſt in the 


being ſhaken by every wind of doctrine, or 
the cunning ane. of men, who lie in 
wait to deceive; but being founded on the 
- higheſt moral evidence, would remain rooted + 
in the heart, and have a laſting influence up- 
| on the whole of our NY and conver- x 
n  fations. 


1 þ 7 5 guard againſt apoſtacy, we muſt, previous to 
1 | our entering upon religion, impartially and 
== _ deliberately conſider the nature and obliga- 


1 by the author of it, for the good | 


faith ; our opinions would not be in hazard of _ 


e ahid-plich N d went with. wil 


5 " 5 tions of it, the difficulties which attend the # 


practice thereof, and the many temptations 
'l':  . diſcouragements which may divert us 
from the- PRE) of duty: "Theſe, our eins : 
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Siler has fairly laid before us, and it 10 our 
own fault, if we ſuffer ourſelves to be ſur- 
prized, Many, we are told, are the troubles 
which afflict the juſt; if any man will livre 
- godly] in Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt ſuffer perſecu- 
tion; perſecution from his own luſts, from a 
wicked world around him, from the ſnares 
and devices of hell, and even from theſe diſ- 
penſations of the divine providence, which 
are meant for the trial of his virtue, the 
eſtabliſhment and encreaſe of his faith. We 
muſt undertake a formidable warfare, not 
with fleſh and blood, but with luſts and cor - 

- ruptions, with the rulers of the darkneſs of 
this world, and with ſpiritual wickedneſſes i ia 
high places. We muſt lay our account with 
obloquy and reproach, with ſhame and con- 
tempt, with perſecution and oppreſſion for 
righteouſneſs ſake, and the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience; theſe, the author of our re- ̃ 
ligion has taught us, we muſt expect to meet 

With, that being aware of our danger, we 
may be properly prepared againſt it, and our 
ſouls being fortified by the moſt vigorous re- 
ſolution, we may neither be ſurprized nor 
overcome by the various difficulties which caſt 

up to us; but by a patient continuance in 
well- doing may ſeek for 155 honor, and 
| 1 and in the end obtain everlaſting 
8 and . —11 We 3 therefore 
| ith 
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„ with- to avoid the banefyl clin of apoſtacy, 
1 before we take upon ourſelyes the profeſſi jon 
of religion, we ſhould fit down deliberately | 
and count the coſt, conſider the ſeyeral em- 
| barraſments we may meet with, the number 
and force of the enemies, we have to contend 
againſt, and ſhould put on the whole armour 
of God, that we may be able to reſiſt the 
_ wiles of, the Devil, that we may be able to 
keep the faith without wavering, to maintain 
our wen, hs and hold faſt our religion, and 
righteouſneſs unto the end. 5 
In the fourth place, It will likewiſe be of 
no ſmall importance, frequently to call to 
mind the terms upon which the Goſpel Sal- 
vation is promiſed to us; jt is not a few ſcat- 
5 tered, independent, disjointed acts of reli- Þ 
gion, that can give a title to an everlaſting. 
reward. — It is a prevailing regard to holineſs, 
and an habitual attention to the rules of duty ; 
that almighty God requires, and will accept 
of, and none but thoſe who continue faithful 
_ unto the death, can expect to obtain that 
crown of life that ſhall conſtitute them kings 
and prieſts unto God for ever and ever: The 
frequent conſideration of which, will haven 
powerful tendency to diſpoſe us, not te reſt - 
 fatisfied with any particular meaſure of religi- 
ous acquiſition or attainment; it will pre- 
„ Werden us * ſuf ſpending our diligence upon a 
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will make us always ſenſible of the abſolute 
neceſſity of preſſing forward towards the. 
mark for the prize of the high - calling of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus ; and, of adding to our faith, 
virtue; to virtue, knowlege; to knowleg 
temperance ; to temperance,” brotherly kind- 
nels and charity, that thus we may not . 
attain to the full ſtature, of perfect men in 
Chriſt, but to that happy conformity with - 
God, which is the ſupreme excellence of our 
- natures, and the ſovereign ſource of our 
-higheſt happineſs and enjoyment... _ 
In the laſt place, If we would wiſh to per- 
ſevere in the profeſſion of our religion, = 
continue faithful in the pra dice of it to the 


laſt ; we muſt live in a conſtant. humble de- 


pendance upon the grace of Chriſt, and by 
fervent and ſerious prayer, endeavor to draw 

down from above, all thoſe. divine aſſiſtances 

that are neceſſary to encourage and ſtrengthen: , 
us in the diſcharge of every part of our 
_ duty.—Almighty God has generouſly offered 
his Holy Spirit to them that aſk him, to en- 
lighten their underſtandings, t renew their 
Wills, to ſupply, their weakneſs and want of 


{ ; ; ſtrength, and to enable them both to will and 


todo according to his good pleaſure.— Let us 
therefore give ourſelves up to the guardianſhip. 
af By divine N . our e be⸗ 
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Did we © fertonſly attend to theſe qkidgs au 


= praiſe them, they would make ns that we 
| ſhould neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 


good ways of the Lord; they would preſerve 


us from every fatal degree of apoſtacy, and 
fave us from the effects of that dreadful decla- 
ration in the text, If any man draw back, my _ 
| foul ſhall have no pleaſure in him.—A declara- 
tion ſufficient to ſifike every ſenſible thinking 


nd, with the molt aweful apprehenſion and 


terror. For if our happineſs, nay, if our 
very being depends upon the good pleaſure of 


God, can we fancy we can either live or be 


but incur his higheſt diſpleaſure: And is it 


poſſible to conceive a loſs equal to the one, or 
a misfortune greater than the other : To for- 


feit the regard of him who made us, is, to 


throw ourſelves out of his protection, to loſe 


the benefit of all his attributes; of his wiſ⸗ 


dom that ſhould guide us, of his power that 
ſhould defend us, of his goodneſs that ſhould” 


g Almighty; ve may become a in . a; 
Lord, nas  tharonghly' furniſhed for every 5 


2 happy without him.—If we pay no real re- 1 
gard to the religion we profeſs to believe, or „ 
wilfully violate the moſt ſacred laws of it, he: 
has told us, we ſhall not only loſe his favor,” 


ſupply our wants, and of all his promiſes* _ 


8 evo Doſe comfort o our wo and be the 
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Ln all our wiſhes and of all 
hopes. We ſink into a ſtate deſperately 
wretched and forlorn, in which re with- | 
out God and without Chriſt, we dare not ſo 
much as lift our eyes to heaven, or expect 
deliverance in any trouble, from above. 
While others can relieve themſelves with 
truſting in God, we have, no ſuch all- po wer- 
ful Friend to go to; he who ſtrengthens the 
hezrts, and is the portion of his own people, 
will withdraw himſelf far from our com- 
plaints, he will laugh at bur calamity, and 
mock when our fear cometh. That ſame kind 
providence which protects his faithful ſer - 
vants, will take no concern in us, but we 
- ſhall be left defenceleſs, to the power of our 
own wicked hearts, and thereby immediately 


commence unhappy.—Now can any thing be | : 


more egregiouſly wretched, than the man 

who is thus left and abandoned of. God, caſt | 

| om of his family, and deprived of his favor; 
and protection ? be lives in a fatherleſs ſtate! 


| here, a prey to the Devil and his own luſts, 


and ſhall die without a friend at laſt, wichout 
55 . or an Angel to receive his depari 
ſpirit: The very hills and mountains ſhall 97 
= his prayers, and refuſe to cover him 
from dhe face of his angry judge, and the 
5 . glory of his irreſiſlible power.. 
But this is not all. We not only loſe „ 
jendſhip of the N Parent of the Uni- 
5 e verſe, 
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_ verſe, but by apoſtacy from the profeſſion or 
practice of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, we 


kindle up the fierceneſs of his wrath, and pro- 


voke his higheſt diſpleaſure; and who know- 


eth the power of his anger? or who can ſtand + 
before his indignation? When his fury is 


poured out like fire, the mountains are over- 


turned, the rocks are thrown down, the hills 


melt, the earth is burat at his preſence, yea, 
the world and all that dwell therein: Wich 


an over-running flood, will he make an utter 
end of the place of the back(lider, and 


_ darkneſs ſhall th. his enemies.— What a a 


_ fearful, what a dreadful thing is it to fall into 


the hands of an angry God? Are we able to 
diſarm Omnipotence? are we ſtronger than 
be? Can we vreſt the ſword of juſtice ont of 
his almighty arm, or turn aſide the fury of his 


+ 


wrath ?--When his anger begins to burn, h., | 


burthen of it is heavy; when his lips are full 
of indignation, his tongue is as a devouring 


fire; he will rain ſnares, fire and Dan 


even a burning tempeſt, upon the heads of his 


enemies, and this ſhall be the portion of their 


cup. — Think upon this therefore, ye who 


forſake and forget God, leſt his anger be 


kindled againſt you, and he tear you in pieces, 


When there is none to deliver. — e may, in- 


deed, poſſibly make a ſhift to paſs your time 


at preſent with ſome kind of fooliſh eaſe ani 


| Indifference,! but the fatal ens is approach- 5 


- 
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jag, when your diſembodied fouls ſhall de 


: dragged to the tribunal of him who is the 
impartial judge of all the earth, where the 


terrors of the Lord will ſet thewſelres in 


dxeadful array againſt you; and when you 
Mall fee that Savior whom ye now deſpiſe and 
neglect, coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory, from whoſe: noſtrils 
mall aſcend a ſmoak and devouring fire from 
| dis mouth, to ſcatter his enemies before him, 
and by whoſe irreverſible ſentence ye ſhall ' 
de condemned to blackneſs of darkneſs, to 
gran out a weary eternity, under the tor- 
ments of the worm that dieth not, and the 


fire that is not quenched.— Theſe, my bre- 


ihren, are not the empty chimeras, the idle 
_ _ dreams of a gloomy. or clouded imagination; 
they are truths ſupported by the ſame en- 


dence which we have for any thing that re · 


nantes to the other world. Happy ſhall we be, 
ik in the full faith and afſurance of them, we 
make it our daily concern to fly from the 
wrath to come For this purpoſe, let us be 
Aways mindful of our religious profeſſion 


5 and obligations, that we may perſevere, in 
'. them with faithfulneſs unto the. 75 Let us 
be ſteadfaſt and immoveable, always abound- 1 


jag in the work of the Lord, being 
cg, that if any man draw, back, his oul/ ſhall - 
ns pleaſure in 1 8 8 "1 5 
FF SER 
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Sranp FAST. THEREFORE IN THE 7 


 BERTY "WHERE WITH | CHRIST! HATH 
MADE: vs FREE. IT 3 . 


thoſe Jews who embraced Chriſtianity ; 3 being 


ſtrangers to the liberty of this new diſpenſa- | 


tion, and having no taſte for the enjoyments 


_ of a rational freedom, 17 attempted to in- 

oles into the inſtitu- 

tion of Jeſus Chriſt, and would thus have 

_ - entailed a perpetual ſervitude upon the chrif- 

tian church. —It was in oppoſition to theſe 
D RE: OY that. the apoſtle Paul 

*. | wrote | 


troduce the Laws of M 


TR 4 7 1 8. 
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goers is the amazing Ades of habie 

and education, that through theſe, men 
Will at laſt come to be reconciled to a dif- 

| Cipline of the ſevereſt kind, and to reckon, a. 
change in their cixcumſtances, though ever 
ſo much to the better, a real unhappineſs and 

| diſadvantage. We have a pregnant inſtance | 
of the truth of this, in the behavior of 


. 
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F wrote this epiſtle ; 3 in which, he ſeems to 8 ; 
__ preatly ſurprized, that the Galatians ſhould 


mew themſelves ſo very inſenſible to the 
cCharms of liberty, as to be willing to ſubmit 
to that load of ceremonies, which muſt ne- 
_- ceffarily have rendered their lives one con- 


tinued ſcene of flavery and religious op- 
preſſion.— marvel, fays he, that ye are fo 


Yoon removed from him that called you into 


the grace of Chriſt, into another Goſpel: 
O fookſh Galatians, who hath bewitched. you, 


| that you ſhould not obey the truth? ate ye fo 
Fooliſh? having begun in the ſpirit, are ye 
made perfect in the fleſh ?—He compares their 
condition under the Law, to that of an heir 
under age, in ſubjection to tutors and gover- 
nors; but now that they had embraced the 
ef religion of Jeſus, they were no longer under 


tze Law, but under Chriſt; they were no 
more fervants and children, but heirs of God, 


And joint-heirs with his Son; he therefore re- 


5 1 them with a good deal of ſeverity, for 
Aiſcovering ſo ſtrong a diſpoſition to be again 


: in bondage to theſe weak and beggarly ele- 


N ments, and to obſerve days, and months, and 
times, and years: —I am afraid of you, fays 


be, left T have beſtowed upon you labor in 
vain.—He tells them, that by ſuch an 'abje& 


- "xemper of mind they proved themſelves, un- 
J ny of the character * mak ue - 
2 | are 


2 


* 
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bee no longer children of the bond - woman, 


but of the free. —And therefore he exhorts 


them to ſhow themſelves men, to make it ap- 


: pear that they were conſcious of their own 
. e and ſenſible of the advantages that 


reſult from it, by a ſtrenuous maintaining of 


that liber 9 which they enjoyed in virtue of 
i 


their chriſtian profeſſion, and by ſtanding out 

againſt all the attempts of theſe Chriſtian 
Jews, who might endeavor to deprive them 
5 of it.—Stand faſt, ſays he, in that liberty 
| © wherewith Chriſt hath made us fre. 


One would think, that whatever Seinen 5 


{there might be for an advice of this kind to 


— 


the Jews of old, there ſhould be very little 


5 uſe for it, now that Chriſtianity is better un- 


derſtood, and the world, for à conſiderable 
courſe of time, have had a taſte'of that free - 
dom, which as the diſciples of Jeſus they are 


entitled to partake of. In the mean time, 


d however ſenſible the generality of men may i 


de of every encroachment that is made, or 


5 | -attempted to' be made, upon their civil pri- 


+ vileges, there are a great many in fact who 


ess tamely ſubmit to have thoſe of a religious 


kind wrefted out of their hands. — There is a 
certain kind of indolence inherent in the moſt 


part of tempers, which naturally diſpoſes 


ei to avoid every thing that might give 


e W or en eRer- 


A 
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cdeiſe of the underſtanding in its enquiries into 
truth, being accompanied with too much pain | | 
aud application, readily leads: men to a blind _ 
obedience and implicit faith; and as it is 
impoſſible this weakneſs in the human conſti- 
ys tution, ſhould eſcape the obſervation of thoſe 
FF _ - who are fond of power, it has laid a founda - 
| ||  _- tion for all the impoſitons of prieſt-craft,'and 
made way for eſtabliſhing a ſpiritual dominion 
over the conſciences of men,—Qur bleſſed 
Savior, being ſufficiently aware of this, not 
only put the world upon their guard, ba 
after having delivered them from the uſurpa 
i ions of ſuperſtition, and aſſerted the A 
of private judgment, he left it upon his fol- 
lowers as a religious obligation, to act up to 
f the favors he had done them, and ſtand fat 
in the liberty wherewith he had made them 
free. So that the duty is univerſally binding 
upon Chriſtians of all denominations; and 
perhaps it is no leſs neceſſary to be incul- 
aated in the preſent age, than it was in the 
days of the apoſtles, the ſame tendencies in 
the human conſtitution. being equally rang 
now as they were then. EE 
In the mean time, it nn WY here, 5 
That it happens in this, as well as in every 
other thing that admits of it, that people are 
very apt to run into extremes. While : ſome, 
1 a * of cheir rn liberty, 
9 ende vor 
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 endleavor to ſhake themſelves looſe of all ee 


Lious reſtraints whatſoever ; others ſubmit 


to inſtitutions of a human invention, Which, 
it may be, have neither reaſon nor religion to 
recommend them.— A very little knowlege. of 


* world will eaſily convince us, that ſome 


rlons are ſo madly. devoted to the gratifica - 
"on of their vicious appetites,” that to avoid 


the :reproaches of an ' offended conſcience, 


they force themſelves into a fond belief of the 
diſintereſted and unlimited goodneſs of the 
Deity, and perſuade themſelves, that while 


they only act from the principles of their con- 
fiitution, they are in no hazard of forfeiting 


the divine favor. They repreſent theſupreme 
Being to themſelves under the character ß 
one, who, as he has no intereſt depending up- 
on their good or bad behavior, is by the ne- | 
_ ceſlary benevolence of his nature, always difs 
poſed to overlook the miſtakes of his rational 
creatures, and take no notice of theſe crimi- 

nal purſuits, which'the blindneſs of their un- 

derſtandings, or the force of their impetuous | 


| deſires; lead them unavoidably into; and by 


an unnatural conſtruction of thoſe paſſages. % 5 
Scripture? Which point out the divine mercy | 


and compaſſion, fancy they are at freedom to 


do whatever is/moſt agreeable to themſelves > _ 
= As. if almig ghty « God had, under the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, —Liveſted: himſelf of the moral” 
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government of the world, and put a perpe= | 


Jt end to all the diſtinctions betwixt good 


Fs 


and evil, right and wrong; as if the notices 


A of bis will, whereby he has declared his 


hatred to vice, and his reſolution to puniſ 
the workers of iniquity, were mere grimace, 
and intended only to try how far the credu- 
lity of men would carry them. Whereas it 


muſt needs be evident to every one, who * : 


los himſelf to obſerve the conſequences of 


actions, that the great Author of nature has 

eſtabliſhed an inſeparable connexion. 'betwixt _ 
ſin and miſery, vice and unhappinels; and 

whether theſe natutal evils be conſidered un- 
der the notion of pupiſhments for the ſins that 
are paſt, or motives to determine us to avoid 
the practice of them for the future, they 
lay a foundation in reaſon to conclude, that 


Y the ſupreme Being not only interpoſes in the 


5 goyernment of the world, but that his govern- 


ment is of a moral nature; that actions . : 
real worth, ſuch as honeſty, integrity, faith, =P 


friendſhip and honor, are always agreeable to 
him ; whereas a behavior of a. different kind 
expoſes the perſon who is guilty, of it, to the 
higheſt inſtances of his diſpleaſure and reſent- 
ment. 80 that for men to preſume upon the 
divine clemeney, and to indulge themſelves in © 
ſin, from a perſuaſion that the goodneſs . 
ill: Ares * to e i, or, in 
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: the. words of the apoſile, to ſin becauſe 
grace does abound, is plainly to act in direct 


contradiction to the ſtrongeſt appearances, to 
the very nature of God himſelf, to the ob · 


vious tendencies of aclion, and to the inva- 


riable relations which things naturally and 


neceſſarily ſtand in one to another. Dae: 8 


ably to this we find, the chriſtian religion is 
ſo far from being deſigned to deliver men 
from the reaſonable reſtraints of virtue, - that 
in this diſpenſation the wrath of God is iu a 
more peculiar manner revealed from heaven, 
againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of 


men, and the divine goodnels is always repre - 5 


ſented to conſiſt, not ſo much in producing 


happineſs, as in making the good, the virtu- 


ous, the honeſt man happy.—8o that to fol- 
low the courſe of one's extravagant appetites, 
and pay obedience to their commands, is, to 


- exceed the bounds of that liberty which re- 


ligion has afforded us, to abuſe the mercies E 

heavens, and turn his grace into licentiouſneſs. 
It is no leſs abſurd and unreaſonable to 
imagine, that Chriſtianity has freed us from 


the ſtricteſt obligations to virtue, by ſubſti- 5 


tuting ſomething elſe in the room of it, and 


accepting an obedience to a few poſitive inſti. _ 


| tutions as an equivalent for a moral . 


and an attonement for the breaches we com- 5 


} ons AP." the lays. of eternal righteouſneſs. | 
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and truth. The religion of the Son of Coch 
far from affording any manner of encourage- 


ment to vice, has not only carried morality to 


the higheſt degrees of perfection, bur has in | 
| Kituted the moſt proper means to raiſe our 
natures to a conformity with the moral excel. 
lencies of our Creator, and placed the whole 


value and importance of them in their teti- 


dieney to bring about this glorious and happy 
effect. As this is the Panel deſign of Fr gt 
poſitive law ; for one to take up with it, or 

fancy that it will Juſtify him in the neglect of 
_ the great end of religien, is the fame as to 


cover one's ſelf with a fig-leaf, which the firſt 


breath of wind will be ſure to blow as 


of every approaching ftorm.—In the mean 


time, Whatever abſurdity may be in this, 


there are a great many people who take it e 
pe the truth of the caſe in fact; and while tt 
Purſe the gratification ef their vicious paſ- 
Hons, think they ſhall 'be able to an 
nd make up matters with heaven, by ſome 
kind of > os regard to What may be call- 
ed the appendages and out- works of religion. 
Thus orthodoxy in the faith is made to ar- 
tone for 'a multitude of faults; and a devout 
participation of the Sacrament of the Lard's 
Sinks is thought to give one a claim to an 
* a ſins 8 his paſt life; a E 
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moſt atrocious crimes are judged expiable i 
the courſe of a regular pennance; and a 
eruſalem, or perhaps to 
Rome, will not Rds quiet their conſciences 
for the pttſent, but, according to their way 
af thinking, will entitle them to a freedom of 


journey to Mecca, 


acting agreeably to their own inclinations in 


all time coming. Now, whoever confiders 


the nature of Chriſtianity, as it is taught by 


Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, will eaſily be convinted 


that a perſuaſion of this kind is directly con - 
trary to the genius and complexion of the 


Goſpel, as it lays a foundation for all manner 
of extravagance and licentiouſneſs, and is a 


ſcheme 2 upon the underſtanding by. | 
the paſſions, .. with deſign” to com- 
mand a blind approbation of theſe irregular | 
courſes, which upon ſober and ſerious think - 
ing, a wiſe man would take care to avoid 


means 


For it is manifeſtly evident, that the chriſtian 


religion is ſo far from propoſing any expedi- 
ents for our encouragement in ſin, that all its 
_ precepts are expreſsly calculated to make men. 
virtuous and good. The promiſes and threat- 


nings of it are intended for the ſame pur- 
poſe, and whatever elſe it contains is repre - 


ſented by Chriſt himſelf, under the notion of 


means to make them more truly religious. 


Zo that to ſubſtitute a few ritual obſervances, 5 


00908 of the virtues of a good life, and to 
8 "3, | NT fancy | | 
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: fancy that a REO to —_ one, will 1 Judit us 
ia the neglect of the other, is, a plain ſub- 

verſion of the deſign of Chriſtianity, and a 
miſtake equally dangerous. in itſelf, and in- 
confiſtent with the very nature of that free- 


dom which is offered to mankind. pager. * 
| diſp nſation of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 5 


5 
7 
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n the mean time,. this is not the only; ex- 


: hap that men are apt to run into; there is an 
extreme upon the other hand, and the pre- 


cept has certainly a meaning in it, which en- 


Joins us not to be righteous over much — 


However wretchedly (laviſh the diſpoſition maß 
be thought to be, there are a great many who, 


like beaſts of burthen, will tamely ſubmit to 
the oppreſſions of human authority, and pay 
a religious obedience to the moſt extravagant 


decrees of that church of which they hap- 


pen to be members: They add to the com- 

mandments of God, thoſe of fallible and in- 
ttereſted men; and whatever regard they may 
have to the one, they are ſure to entertain the 
profoundeſt veneration for the other; by 


which means, they not only put the laws df 


God. and their fellow men upon a level, but 
throw back their chriſtian: liberty, the moſt 
valuable gift of heaven, with contempt upon 
their generous benefactor.— Now, as this is 
an abſurdity which a great many perſons who 
are 9 well. * diſpoſed, are very 


* W > 
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1 


ready to fall into, it may e be: of fome 5 


uſe to enquire a little into the nature of that 
liberty which the diſciples of the Son of 
God are entitled to partake of, by virtue of 


their chriſtian profeſſion.— And to thoſe who 
obſerve the matter with any degree of atten- 


5 Fs tion. it will appear, in the _ 
Firſt place, That by means of Chriſtianity 


we are freed from all the obligations of the 


ceremonial law. This ſeems. to have been a 


point determined by the unanimous voice of 


1 the Apoſtles and Elders met in the firſt 


General Council at Jeruſalem, and ſupported _ 
by the authority of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts xv. 
28. It ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to us, to lay upon you no greater burthen 5 
than theſe neceſſary things, things neceſſary 
in the then circumſtances of the Chriſtiaa 
Church ,—that ye abſtain from meats offered 
to idols, and from blood, and from things 


ſtrangled, and from fornication. —And altho* 


of circumciſion, and the other rites of that 


_ - antiquated conſtitution, yet the great Saint 
Paul, the famous Apoſtle of the Gentiles, | 
Was ſo far from giving up with what had been 


already decided, that with the utmoſt bravery 


ad reſolution, and in the midlt of 9 | ng 


the Chriſtian Jews, even after this, diſcovered | 
a moſt violent attachment to the religion of 
Moſes, and always inſiſted upon the neceſſity 


- 
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and even death irſelf, he maintained the "PM 
Tious cauſe of liberty; and aſſerted the abſo- 
lute immunity of * Chriſtians from theſe legal 
obſervances, which were a bondage that 
neither they nor their fathers had been able to 
bear: Nay, and the oppoſition he met with 
upon this account was fo far from diſcou- 
raging him, that it not only gave him an op- 
portunity of expreſſing in the warmeſt man- 
ner the uſeleſsneſs and inſignificancy of all 
tqeſe Moſaical inſtitutions, but provoked him 
to give them ſuch epithets and deſignations, _ 
as made it evidently appear that they were 
never deſigned to be regarded as any part of 


the Goſpel of Chriſt. —Thus we find him re- 


-* Preſenting them under the notion of carnal . « 
commandments, beggarly elements, laws that 
were not good. —And ſo much was he afraid, 
that the ſtiffneſs and obſtinacy of the Jews 
-might entail a perpetual ſervitude upon the 
. Chriſtian Church, that he made it the princi- 
pal deſign of ſome of his epiſtles to put this 
matter in the cleareſt light; to ſhew that that 
Law could never make any man perfect; that 
While they were under it, they were in the 
"eaſe of pupils or ſervants; but now that a 
more rational and maniy diſpenſation had 
taken place, he commands them, by virtue of 
bis apoſtolical authority, to ſtand faſt in the 
de ** hen had made them I 5 


Abd as Cbrid ae had See us * 
* yoke and bondage of ceremonies which 
obtained under the oeconomy of Moſes, ſo he 
bas given us a religion that is plain and ſimple 

and unmixt, deſtitute of all ceremony and ex · 
ternal grandeur, and is ſo far from recommend 
ing cor poreal holineſs, or a bodily devotion, 


that it reſides chiefly in the mind, and demon- 


ſtrates itſelf by ſuch actions only as princi- 
ples of a rational or ſpiritual nature are cal · 
culated to produce. Nor is it to be 3 
that almighty God would give us a religion 
thus ſimple and unadorned, that he might 
leave it to the ambition of deſigning men to 
impoſe upon the folly of weak ones a fren 
load of rituals,. and interpoſe their authority 
in theſe caſes where he has been pleaſed to 
leave us to an abſolute freedom: This, as one 


5 very well expreſſes it, would be for the Al. 


mighty to be merciful in vain, for the Creator 
to reſign his power to the creature, and for 


God to recall his own injunctions, which he 
once gave for a gracious and wiſe end, that 
men might enforce. theirs for a weak or a 

-wicked one. Nothing is, or can be pure re- 
ligion, but either what God commands, and 
tells us he will accept, or what is dictated by 
reaſon, which is. the law of nature; and 
Whatever is ſuper-added, however dignified - 

II venerable . is no part or true reli 
F : gion, | 


pot 


\ 
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gion, which conſiſts in the love of God and 
our Neighbor, and in the uſe of ſuch means ' 
as are neceſſary for promoting theſe divine 

diſpoſitions. Nor are theſe means left to be 
determined by the fruitful, the luxuriant 

fancies of crafty. and deſigning men, but are 

expreſsly aſcertained by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
who has taught us every thing that is good, 
and every thing that God requireth of us.— , 

So that whatever is introduced by mere 
church authority, under the notion of de- 
*cency and order, or becoming ceremonies in | 
the ſervice of God, are ' manifeſt encroach- 

ments upon our chriſtian freedom; and with 
| Whatever zeal or vehemence they may be 
* wrged, our compliance is a mean and ſcanda- 
bas betraying of that liberty wherewith Jeſus 
1 Chriſt hath made us free And we ought the 
rather to ſtand faſt in this chriſtian freedom, 
wat experience teaches us, that where one 
wy ceremony is introduced, for whatever reaſon, 
| pPretences will be always found for introducing 
4 "another, till at laſt, religion ſhall loſe its 
native purity and ſimplicity | altogether, and 
become an huge overgrown body, unnatu- 
rally ſwelled up with the fond inventions of 
men: Witneſs the Church of Rome, where. 
the original features of Chriſtianity are ſo 
_ + _ effeCtually diſguiſed with the pageantry of 
74 A ceremonies, and the en 1 
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of an outward devotion, that one who was a 
* to a farce of that kind, would ſcarce 
be apt to miſtake the religion of a Romiſh ca- 
thedral for the religion of the Son of God. 
It is very probable indeed, that ceremonies 
might have been at firſt introduced into the 
Vorſhip of God, to fix our thoughts, to en- 
liven our ſpirits, and thereby to help our de- 
votion; but the experience of a great manu 
ages has abundantly ſhewn us, that theſe its 
pretended. friends have proven in fact its real 
and moſt ſucceſsful enemies; and that a-zeal ' 
for what is reckoned decent and becoming, | 
has quite drunk up the very truth and vitals 2} 
ok religion, —I know the invention of cere- 1 
- monies, in religious worſhip, is commonly: 
_ Juſtified by that paſſage in the Epiſtle to oe 
Corinthians, where the. Apoſtle commands, 
that all things be done decently and in order; 
the meaning whereof can be nothing elſe, but 
that Chriſtians ought carefully to avoid: diſor- 
der and confuſion in their religious aſſemblies; 
that different acts of worſhip ſhould not 
blended or confounded with one bee 4 
that one ſhould not pray, while another ex- 
horted, and perhaps a third was ſinging 
pfalms. But to pretend, that by theſe words 
the ſpiritual guides of the Church of Rome 
are empowered to contrive a legion of idle 
e, and * a certain 82 2 
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manner and form of worſhip to all * their 
communion, and oblige them to conform 
themſelves thereto, under the penalty of the 
ſevereſt / eccle ſiaſtical cenſures, would be to 
give them a power, not only over the ED 
ences, but ibe very conſtitutions of men. 
For as every perſon is bound to uſe ſuch mea- 
ſures in the ſervice of his Creator, as he finds 
by experience have the moſt effectual ten- 
dency to raiſe his ſoul to the higheſt warmth 


of devotion; and as every man is the only . 


competent judge for himſeif, in a matter of 


thatkind ; fo for another to tie him down, by, 


 virtie of his pretended ſpiritual authority, 
to the obſervation of certain modes and cere- 

monies in the worſhip: of the Deity, which 
perhaps are altogether. ufeleſs, or even incon- 
_ventent for one of his temper and conſtitu- 
tion, would only ſerve to make him lifeleſs 
and formal in the exerciſes of religion, and 
is no more warranted by that paſſage of the 
_ apoſtle Paul, than it is founded in the nature 
and reaſon of the thing itſelf.— Accordingly, 
if we look into the fourteenth chapter of the 
firft Epiſtle to the Corinthians, we ſhall find 


that oh Apoſtle, far from intending to inveſt - 


the governors of the Chriſtian Church with 
ſuch an unlimited authority, deſigus only to 
eorre&t ſome abuſes which had been intro- 
en into their aſſemblies, and 
. directs 


| ſpeak to himfelf, and to God. And concludes 


4 9 
8 N 
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directs Chriſtians in general to avoid © every = 
5 thing that might create diſorder and confuſion 


in their public meetings. Thus in the twenty. 


fixch verſe,.— Hew is it, brethren ? lays he; 
when ye come together, every one of yon 
bath a pfalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, 
| hath a revelation, hath an eget ory mal RT, 
all things be done to edifying. If any mas 
fpeak in an unknown tongue, ar it be by two, 


or at moſt by three, and that not all together, 

but in courſe one after another; and let one 
interpret. But if there be no Interpreters; let 
dim keep ſilence in the Chureh 3 and let him 


with the fortieth verſe of the chapter; by 


? directing that all things be done decently an- 
in order. Nor indeed does it appear, that he 


primitive Chriſtians underſtood the Apoltle's 


meaning in a different fenfe; for we do nor 
find that immediately upon reading this epiltle, | 


the Coriathians thought themſelves bound to 


_ worſhip God by the means of bowings and 
: Erapings, and a thouſand ſenſeleſs ceremo- 
nies, which, though they may ferve to flatter 


the pride of vain, fooliſh, felf-conceited mor- 

tals, can never with any propriety enter into 
the ſervice of him who has told us, that he 
will be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. 


No, theſe are the invention of later ages, 


. $445 ag came to he eſtabliſned by a 
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law, and the true genuine Goſpel of the Sen 
of God was judged 100 ndked and un- 
adorned to be expoſed to be eyes of the vul - 
gar. —Ceremonies and ſuperſtition are ſo ver 
iacompatible with the religion of Jeſus „ 
that the one is always found to gain ground. 
in proportion as the other loſes it; and it is 
among the very laſt things that ſhould enter 
into one's thoughts, that he who ſo. well un- 
derſtood the true intereſts of reaſon and vir- 
tue, would either by himſelf or others intro- 
duce. an eſtabliſhment ſo manifeſtly incon- 
ſiſtent both with the one and the other, A 
freedom therefore from the yoke and bon- 
 dage of ceremonies of every kind, is one 
3 of that Chriſtian Liberty wberewi 
our FR Savior "ew mage us N OR 
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GAL ATIANS, chap. y . ver. 1. 
SrAN "FAST | THEREFORE IN "ug. "2 


'BERTY - WHEREWITH, Cnnlsr Harn 
MAD us FREE. . 


. poſed to enquire a little. into the nature of 
that liberty which the diſciples. of the So 
of God are entitled to partake of, by virtue 
of their Chriſtian profeſſion. When I ob- 
ſerved, in the firſt place, That by means of 
Chriſtianity, we are freed from all the obliga- 
tions of the ceremonial law, and from every 
ceremony of every kind that has not the 


viſible ſtamp of divine authority, to give it 


its proper efficacy and value. The religion of 
the Goſpel 4 ure, ſimple and unmixt and 
to add to it the. dreams and inventions of 


men, is to 1 it another Goſpel, which 


whoever preſumes to inculcate or impoſe, 


ought to be to us an een, and mara- 
BARR: Bur, 
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: In the 8 8 has: hath freed 
ds from that dominion and authority which 
any man, or any ſet of men, may pretend to 
exerciſe over the confcienges of their fellow- 
_ creatures, —Jeſys called his diſciples to him, 
and ſaid, Ye know that the princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe dominion” over them, and 
they that are great exerciſe authority upon 
them. But it ſhall not be ſo among you; but 
| Whoſoever will be great among you, let him 
be your miniſter: and whoſoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your ſervant. * Matth. 
Xx. 25, 26, 27.—Be not ye called Rabbi; for 
dne is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are 
brethren: And call no man your Father u 
e. for one is your Father which is in hea< 
5 Neither be ye called Maſters, for one is 
your Maſter, even Chriſt, + Matth. xxiii.” 85 
9, 10. By which it appears, that Chriſt 
Jeſus will not only have his diſciples to diſ- 
claim all manner of religious authority over 
one another, but the very name of it, and 55 
every thing elſe that might induce them to 
lord it over God's heritage: In confequence 
olf which, the apoſtle Peter, in his addreſs to 
the Miniſters and Elders of the Church, 
1 Peter v. 2. exhorts them to feed the flock 
of God, which was among them, taking the 
2 overſight thereof, net by conddrains;" but wil. 
5 Liogly ; 5 Hot for COP: wiede 9 a ready ' 
5 . mind; 
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heritage, but being enſamples to the flock 


And indeed, nothing can be more abſurd and 


usyreaſonable, than for thoſe who were ſent 


to miniſter unto the world, to pretend to be- 
come the maſters of it, and inſtead of tèeach⸗⸗- 
ing others in the ſpirit of meekneſa, to put 

on the airs. of authority, and claim that ſubs |: 


miſſion and implicite obedience, which is only 


? 


due to the infallible. dictates of the Holy Spirit ; 


ol God; It is true; the Church of Chriſt, as 


all other public ſocieties, muſt needs — 1 
different orders of men in it; accordingly, 


we find our bleſſed Savior. has appointed. 
ſame to teach, and others to be taught; ank 
_ although thoſe of the firſt rank are em- 


powered to uſe the means inſtituted by Jeſus 


Chriſt, for promoting the intereſts of virtue 5 
and religion, ſuch as iuflicting eccleſiaſtical „ 
cenſures, ang excluding from the Chriſtian ſo 


ciety thoſe, who by their principles and be- 


havior prove themſelves unworthy of the 


Chriſtian | character; yet this does by no 


means give them authority to preſcribe any 
terms of ſalvation, or lay upon the ſhoulders 


of Chriſtians any other burthens beſide 


what are already enjoined by Chriſt jeſus him 
ſelf.— For if they had a right to eſtabliſi an 

ne conditions of acceptance, they might by 
Aach of bean pretend to an equal au- 


8 er. 5 . thority, 


» 
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mind; beither as being lords over Gods 
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dchority, in cancelling al abrogating thoſe 
Which are already appointed; in which caſe, - 
inſtead of apply bo to that revelation which 
Chriſt 1 MA of the will of God, for 
the rule and meaſure of our duty, We hond . 
be obliged to have receurſe to men fallihle 
Iike ourſelves, and depend intirely upon them, 

for the knowlege of what is neceſſary to ren- 
leer che Deity propitious to us; and thus, * 
1 _ diſcarding. the” ſacred oracles of truth, we 
1 ſnould not only defeat the deſign of the pro- 

_ phetical office of Chriſt, but be reduced to a 
ſtate of the moſt wretched uncertainty, as to 
What might be agreeable or diſagreeable to 

dur Maker: For as men are apt to entertain 

8 "FP very different ſentiments upon this head; 
nmap, and as one aud the ſame perſon is fre- 
- quently found to differ from himſelf; ſo thoſe 
who fubmit'to be governed by human autho- 
rity in matters of religion, muſt upon many 
occaſions be unavoidably led to ſome of the 
woſt irregular, disjointed and ſelf-contradic-' 
tory practices. Whereas, if the Word of 
3 contained in the ſacred Scriptures, bea 
ſufficient rule of faith and manners, as ev 5 
one will readily acknewlege who allows bim | 
| ſelf to attend to the numberleſs groſs abſur-' 
dities which follow on the contrary ſu 


% 


3 


'X 1 tion; it is plain, the buſineſs of a ae 
1 Misiltry Wl not to command, Bn to ann 
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not 10 lay down any ne terms of acce tance, 
but to. explain, inculcate, and inkorcs thoſe 
which , are already. eſtabliſhed. | Nor bas a 
| Miniſter of the Celpel, Whatever be his rank 
and ſtation in the Chriſtan Church, whatever 
his character for integrity, learning, and diſ- 


Cretion, any power o command obedience, | 5 


even to the laws of Chriſt, upon his own 


authority; but as he has to do with reaſon- | 4 | 


able creatures, is neceſſarily. bound to take 
tze moſt proper meaſures for convincing their 
_ Judgments, that what he . teaches is agree- 


able to the will of God; in which caſe, the 


- obligations to obedience. ariſe from the divine 


authority; and to ſubmit to any thing in the 4 
way of religion, that has not this all- power - 5 5 I 


ful ſtamp upon it, is, in fo far, to give 
up that liberty where with Jeſus Se 


made us-free,—And as Chriſtianity has de- 
| livered us from the authority. and dominion.of 


men. over conſcience, - ſo on the other hand, 
In the third place, It has aſcertained to us 
2 liberty. of thinking and judging. for our- | 


_ ſelves; and made it an indiſpenſable duty in 


all thoſe things which concern our everlaſting 
| happineſs. —Why even of your own ſelves. 
ſays our Savior, judge ye not what is right 5 
Luke xü. 37. And in the firſt Epiſiſe f 
John and fourth chapter, the Apoitle enjoins 


_ 


Ih . not to 1. eder , but 
i 


* 
* 
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8 DER irits Whether they are of God 


the ran he gives for it, is, that matly falſe ' 


bpropbets are already gone out into the world. 


And indeed, the want of a candid and im- 


partial inquiry into truth, or in other words, 


our refuſing to obey the great Author of our 
7 religion in this particular article of duty, 


has not only been the occaſion of a great a” 


many unhappy rents and diviſions in the 


© Chriſtian ' Church, but has almoſt baniſhed 


true religion from the earth. — It is always ob- 


* ſerved,” Tit thoſe who take their opinions 


upon truſt, are of all others the moſt ſtiff 
Spd unmanageable in them; their faith not 
being founded upon principles of reaſon, the 
moſt glaring light that can be held up to 
them can make no impreſſions upon that vo- 
Aer blindneſs which their intellectual 
faculties have contracted, through want of 
Vegeſeſſe and employment. fo that it is abſo- 
lutely 1 in vain to pretend to argue them into 
* a more juſt or reaſonable way of thinking ; 
and: the fame motives which determined them 
to join with this or that religious ſet or 


and perſecute thoſe who differ from them; 


for as they hare no feelings of a rational con- 


viction in their own breaſts, they have no 
- conception of the poſſibility of others ting 


9 #2 Luder =_ — influences ; ; and are thereſore 


3 * 


5 _ © party, will at the ſame time lead them to hate 


LY 


4 


thods of violence and oppreſſion ;/ a blind zeal 


being ever found to be the moſt. pernicious. - 
and deſtrutive,—W hereas the man Who en- 
aquires impartially after truth, will be ſo much 
ſenſible of the difficulties which lie in the 
way of the diſcovery. of it, that inſtead of 0 
beiog {poſitive or dogmatic upon any point, 
be will not only lay himſelf open to farther; 
information, but thiok himſelf extremely 
much obliged to thoſe who afford him the 


moſt proper means of being undeceived; and 


Vill be ſo far from entertaining an injurious 
opinion of others, for differing from him in 
their notions and ſentiments of things, that 
he will always behave to them with meekneſs, CNA 
forbearance, and brotherly affection; for as. | 
it is im poſſi ble that every thing ſhould ap- Ne 
pear in the ſame point of light to all unde- 


. ſtandings, ſo where real free- thinking, or an 


i impartial examination takes place, infinite dif- 
| ferences in opinion are abſolutely unavoidable, 1 


5 every fair and unbiaſſed mind being 


very ſenſible of, thoſe who are ſo, will chear- _ 
fully allow others that ſame freedom which _ 

: PS.” take to themſelves. Nor is it indeed an 
8 © objection: againſt this\Chrifiian Liberty, that 
1 termiuntes in endleſs e contro- 
e 0 n | 
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apt to imagine; chat any oppoſition they meet 
with ariſes from prejudice and wild humor, | 
and thereupon give in to the unnatural me- 
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I 3 nN and produces a chaos of wild and ex- 


travagant opinions; for theſe would be ſo 
far from wounding the body of Chriſt, that 2 
Were the principle from which they flow but 
under proper management and direction, it 
would go far to bring about ſuch a 1 
among hriſtians both in ſentiment” and affec- 
tion, as would be the peculiar glory of the 
_ chriſtian character, and do the higheſt ſervice 


: to the cauſe of virtue. We have daily i in- 


ſtances of perſons differing upon points . 
__ hiſtory, law, phyſic, or philoſophy, with the 
_ greateſt decency and good manners, without 
_ having their paſſions enflamed, or their hatred 
. excited one againſt another; and why the 
© cafe ſhould not be the ſame in things that 
concern religion, is not quite ſo eaſy to be 
comprehended: For as every man is to ſtand 
br fall to his own maſter, "we have no greater 
'- reaſon to be offended with others, than they 
© have to be ſo with us. And as it is very 
_ poſſible that people may differ from one ano- 
ther, even in points of religion, without any 
- alienation of heart or affectionz; ſo a free 
and uureſtrained enquiry, ſeems to be the on- 
| A proper method of promoting the intereſts 
of truth and virtue. — The juſt foundation 
upon which philoſophy has at laſt come to be 
placed, is intirely — to the freedoms that 
_ have been uſed with the Ca ſyſtetts'of 
FP | | it; 
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1 
itt 1 it would perhaps "ER les a circum ÞþF 
45 ance. no leſs favourable to Chriſtianlty, had 
men allowed themſelves to enquire impartial 
5 T7 into the various articles of their faith, and - 
-- expoſed the numberleſs fooleries which have 
obtruded themſelves upon the world under 
the; venerable name of religion. This mach — 
is certain, that the monſtrous fabrie of error 
and ſuperſtition, which has ſo long ſapported , 
_ - itſelf in the Church of Rome, owes its being 
| and preſervation to the embargo that has been 
laid upon the thinking faculties of the human 
mind: And had not our glorious Reformers̃ Wt 
looked a little deeper into ſaered things than 
their ſpiritual guides inclined to have allowed 
them, we ſhould have been for ever ſtrangers . 
to theſe bleſſed. days of truth and liberty we 
now happily. enjoy. —I know likewiſe it is 
urged againſt this chriſtian liberty, that what- 3 
ever bultle may be made about it, the gene. 
ralie of men are in fact very unfit to ex- _ 
amine and judge for themſelves; They under- 
land not the original language of Scripture, 
ie phraſcology, the tropes and figures of it, | 
nor the antient cuſtoms, to which there are 
ſeyeral alluſions ;/ they know nothing of the |} 
hiſtory of the primitive church, the acts and 
decrees of councils, nor can they comprehend 
ine true ſtate of many queſtions which con- 
dern the ch en faith. — But to obviate this 
%%% 86 3 5 
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8 it is eaſy to obſerve, what au 
- Chriſtians ſeem to be agreed in, that every . 
ching that is abſolutely neceſſary to the hap- 
pitzeſs of mankind, is revealed to the level of 
the meaneſt capacities, and in all theſe they 
are to judge as well as they can: Whereas 
in thoſe points of religion that are quite above 
dbem, if there really are any ſuch, they are | 
not called to judge at all; ſo far at leaſt, and 
wherein khey are above them. heſides, if 

they cannot judge for themſelves, who is to 
guide them? It will not be ſaid, they muſt 
follow every one that pretends to be their 
leader: Whom muſt they follow then? Since 
they are not qualified to judge for them- 

ſelves, how can they be ſuppoſed qualified to 

judge who muſt judge for them 1 

muſt be capable to judge of the learning and 

_ faithfulneſs of thoſe perſons whom they chuſe 

to direct them; but neither are they capable 

Tet this, more than of thoſe things they want 
to be directed in. So that there remains/no- 
thing, but that they judge for themſelves in 
the beſt manner they can, and when they hare 
done ſo, they have done all that God re- 

- quires of them;—Nor-is it juſt, what ſome | 
people are apt to aſſert, that the practice of 

this duty ſerves to exalt reaſon above is 
ſphere; for we are not ſurely to embrace a 

e e without judging 15 it at all 3 and J 
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we are to judge of it, it muſt 5 ſuch 5 
-faculties as we have. Almighty God conde- 
ſcends to appeal to our reaſon in all his 
tranſactions with us; this is the very medium 
by which be conveys his will; and indeed, 
Where reaſon, or a capacity to underſtand. i. 


is wanting, he does not expect we ſhould re- 


ceive the revelation at all, for that would be 


the ſame as to oblige us to ſee without an 
eye. Not that reaſon is our rule, but only 


the diſcerner of it —heſides, if reaſon be 4 5 6 


weak, as we are not able to judge for our- 


5 ſelves; ; how come we to pretend to judge for 
others? Nor can we ever be obliged to re- 
nbunce our on blind and carnal reaſon, to 


follow, for any thing we know, the equallß 


blind and carnal reaſon of other men. 80 


that however incompatible the exerciſe of this 
duty may be, with the indolence of ſome 
men, or the ambitious views of others, who 
incline to keep the world in darkneſs, that an 
implicit faith may be the more readihy given 
to their own. dictates and authority; it is 
nevertheleſs a duty indiſpenſibly binding upon 
all reaſonable. creatures, expreſsly enjoined by 
Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, and without which theß 


may believe in men, but can never be propec- 


ly faid to believe in God: They may be or- ; 


thodox, but it is only at ſecond hand; and 
down: ene like; the . of. the - 
| 1 9 5 Scribe 
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5 9 may be fair and ſhowy 


without, when in the mean time wanting a 


ſbolid foundation, and having no juſt connec- 
nion of parts, it is abſolutely without. _ 


reer without merit. 85 
* the whole, dance Chriſt 1 in great 
ſs to mankind, happily freed us by his 


5 — ion from the ſlaviſn embarraſments of 


"the Jewiſh law, and from every thing elſe that 
s inconſiſtent with the common rights and 
privileges of human nature; and ſince al- 


'  _ - mighty God has aſſigned us our lot in a place 
where we have acceſs to enjoy that liberty 


- which-our Savior has afforded us, in the full 
meaſure and extent of it; we ought 2 
0 ſhow by our conduct, what a ſtrong ſenſe 
ve have of fo great and invaluable a "bleſſing. | 
What an inconceivable happineſs is it to us, 

© that we are delivered from the darkneſs of . 


8 and the» dominion of prieſts; that 


©we have recovered the liberty of uſing our 
"own underſtandings, and are allowed to ſee 


ay own eyes; that we are at freedom 


tc worſhip God: according to our; conſcĩences, 
* without being tied down to the rules of a 


de to that kind and indulgent Providence, 5 
wich has thus ſet us free from the horrid 
zimpoſttions of prieſt craft, and ſent light and 
n jars. wr * 8 1 . 


Mind obedience, or a blinder faith. Thanks 


ſuch therefore 


SERMON. "vt 


thi Skis of men over the bb of / 
| their fellow-creatures, and given us a taſte of 
thoſe glorious privileges which Og. to the 
ſons of God. Let us therefore, in teſtimon 
of our gratitude, take care not to abuſe our 
Chriſtian liberty, or pervert it to ſuch pur- 

ſes as the author of it never intended: 
But with a becoming ſenſe of the obligations 
. we lie hdr to our generous benefactor, let 
us endeavor to maintain and ſtand faſt in the 

freedom he has given us, and make no en- 

. croachments upon that of others. Nothing 
can more effectually defeat the ſucceſs of the 
Goſpel, or bring more contempt upon the 

teachers of it, than to ſee thoſe whole buſi- 

nels it is to make men virtuous, labouring to 


make them ſlaves, and to promote their own 
baſe and ſiniſtrous deſigns,” their worldly 
grandeur, or their luſt of power, graſping 
at authority, and pretending to controul the 


cConſciences of thoſe with whom they have 
to do. Whereas a behavior that is eaſy and 
unaſſuming, modeſt and affable, and that be- 
trays nothing of a lordly domineering tem 
per, is the only mean to beget confidence and 
truſt, to remove jealouſy and ſuſpicion of 
every kind, and command a proper attention „ 


and regard to what they have to ſay. 


we 


— 


e demonſtrate by their "ns 5 
. tht: eb have al. "_ — at heart . 
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che honor of their ok and Maſter;. and the 


well being and happineſs of his people; that 
they ſeek not their own intereſt, but the inte- 
reſts of truth and virtue: Then ſhall Zion 
indeed become a quiet and peaceable habita- 


tion, the walls of Jeruſalem ſhall be ſalvation, 
=o: praiſe ſhall be heard in her gates. 


A 
* 8 


What has been ſaid may likewiſe. be to 0 


ons the abſurdity. and unreaſonableneſs of 


_ perſecution! for the ſake of conſcience, —Every 
man having a right to judge for bimſelf, no 


other man can pretend to a right of judging 


tor-him :— So that to perſecute one into the 


faith, or in other words to force him to pro- 
feſs to believe contrary to the ſentiments and 
conyiction of his own mind, is, to deprive 
bim of one of his moſt valuable privileges; 


and what, if it were our own caſe, we ſhould 


de apt loudly to complain of, as an unnatural . 


and unchriſtian oppteſſion lt is true indeed, 
where etrors are accompanied with conſe- 
quences, pernicious to the peace and welfare 
of civil and religious eſtabliſhments, the moſt 


oper meaſures muſt be fallen upon to pre- . 
vent the bad effects of them: But in every 


other caſe, we ought to ſatisfy ourſelves with 


the more convincing methods of reaſon and 
argument, in order to bring them to what we 


imagine a more juſt. and exact way of think- 


BY: * when: theſe, are not effectual. we 


muſt 


Ys, 


7 
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1 jeave them to themſelves and to God; 


always holding faſt this indiſputable conclu- 


ſion, that others have an equal right to differ 


from us, as we haye to differ from them. 


In fine, as we would not wiſh to encroach 
upon the freedom of others, ſo we ſhould 


take care to maintain our own, and ſtand faſt 


in that liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free: Conſidering at the fame time, that 


we have been called unto liberty, not that we 


might uſe it as an occaſion to the fleſh to 


gratify the lufls thereof, but that we may 
., "ſerve one another in love, promoting one 


another's mutual intereſt and advantage; that 


by adyancing the honor of Chriſt here, we : 


may be at laſt admitted to the participation of 


his happineſs and joy: To which may God 
of his infinite goodneſs bring us in due time. 


And to God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, = 


be aſcribed as is due all honor, power, and 


| dominion, for ever. AMER. mr, 


ip 
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MATTHEW, chaps x me "ver. 24. Fr 
1 
Tux SAID. Jesvs UNTO 1s; DISCIF LESS 
Ir ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME" | 
' LET HIM DENY HIMSELF,, AND: TAKE 


r. 18 CROSS: ED: g W ME. . "4 


45 10. Ge after Cini, -is to be k dif" 
„ ciple: To be his diſciple, is to be a 
8 Fe ; and what the chara ger of a Chriſ- J 
tian is, the words we have juſt nowiread ' 4} } 
point out to us in the moſt plain and ex= r ͤ 
- plicit terms; but the terms, however plain 
and explicit, have been often groſsly miſunder -- 
ſtood. The character of a Chriſtian, 8 
his title to the chriſtian ſalvation, have been 
| _* frequently thought to depend upon the pe- 
ration of others, or ſuch acts of our own as _ 
are ſo far from being: virtuous, that they are 
ſometimes criminal, and for the moſt pg ar- 
© rogantly preſumptuous.— While ſome. „ 
| have fancied that Baptiſm, which is the act 
of others, and in which we are We = 
batte, "ONE a * to hag chiral and 
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of a Ohriſſian - others reſt adeled 
with the actings of what they call. an appro- 
priating faith, by which they perſuade them - 

: ſelves that Chtilt Jeſus: Will certainly fave . 
+ them, though they live in the habitual neglett 
of every thing upon which he has ſuſpended 
the Chriſtiaa's happineſs and felicity.— —Tbeſe, 1 
it muſt be allowed, are very dangerous 1 
miſtakes. But, thanks be unto God, we have 
pot ſo learned Chriſt. | It is the author of our 

| _ fGalvation himſelf who hath taught us, that if 

| we would be real Chriſtians, and have a Abr . 
do the bleſſings of the Goſpel, we muſt deny + 
- Noon take WP our 28855 and follow vim. 1 


1 


"al we had no ieee or 6 l gell to . : 
er for; had we kept the laws of God per- 
fectly and inviolably from the time we came 
into being, we ſhould have had a claim in 
point of juſtice to a ſufficient and ſuitable re- 
Ward: But the caſe being quite otherwiſe, 
having contracted an immenſe load of guilt, + 

3 and our beſt ſervices being ättended -with | 

many criminal defects, we-can have no hopes 

book ſalvation but in the fountain of divine 
mercy, Which fountain we are told is opened 
up do us, by the attonement and interceſſion 

of our Redeemer. At the ſame ume this 
mercy, which he has freely. purchaſed for us, 

; has pt 7 EA _ which a 
0 "OM | 
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ve are not careful conſcientiouſly to per- 1 
form, all our faith and all our hope will be — 


: 7 moſt miſerably fryſtrated and Ka inet wp 


1 : The words 1 bare juſt now read, do ie 
1 4 us to conſider what Chriſt has done for 
us, but what he requires us to do for ur- 
ſelves. The former of theſe, I am ſenſible 3g 
is the favorite topic with the bulk of pro- 5 | 
feſſing Chriſtians": But the nature of religion, 
truth itſelf, and the great intereſt of immor- 
tal ſouls, require that this laſt ſhould be prin-⸗ 
cipally inſiſted on, by thoſe who are the pub- 
lic teachers of the Goſpel. —Let us therefore 
fix our thoughts a little upon the chriſtian 
Character and temper, and learn from Chriſt _ 
= himſelf the duties he requires of thoſe who , 
profeſs to be his followers ; and may God, by  _ - 
his es enable us faithfully to N „ 


* 5 
. * 


Is 


be Feet nues of chriflian ei, . 
+ - which our bleſſed Savior takes notice of in 3 
pe text, are contained in theſe three particu - 

lars: In denying ourlelves, 2 Bp 2 7 vur 

| 9 8 and following him, 8 . 

Flirſt, thn denying onifatjes'” Self:denial 1 

| implics theſe two things, humility and mor- 

tification. -Humility is that e of mind, 

Vor. I. „„ wo Which 


which get us not to think ME elit 


become ſtrangers to © 
fancy all is right and well with us, when 


every body elſe, if they are not very much 
_ miſtaken, are very certain that it is quite 


Suillineſs and the degrees of it, 


otherwiſe than as we ought to think; neither 


to over- rate our good or bad qualities, but 
to form a judgment of ourſelves as much as 
poſſible according to truth —Conſcious that 
we are neither at the top nor bottom of the 
creation, this temper will lead us to act in all 
things, ſuitably to the rank and ſtation in 
Which the author of nature has been pleaſed 
to place us, neither deſpiſing others, nor over- 


valuing ourſelves: So that it is a mean be- 


twixt abjection of ſpirit on the one hand, and 
pride on the other; though it is in common 


language, generally oppoſed to this laſt, as it 


is indeed the extreme into which men are 
molt apt to run. Self · love is wrought in with 


the "moſt eſſential part of our conſtitution; 


by the frequent actings of this principle, 
numberleſs prejudices are created, L or as a 
miſt before the eyes of the mind, magnify 
the objects which ſelf. love "delights to look 
upon, and thereby leads us to form ſenti- 


ments of our own worth, falſe as the medium 
through which it is ſee x af this means. we 
ea} characters, and 


otherwiſe. We become inſenſible to our own 


ve know not 
| mot 
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chat we are ignorant, we feel not that we 
are weak. Hence all purpoſes of relies 
tion are laid aſide, we deſpiſe inſtruction, and 
 - think it beneath us to make proper applica- 
tion even for an aid that is divine. Pride 
therefore, muſt be allowed to be a ae eee 
abſolutely incompatible with the reception or 
influence of the doctrines of Chriſt, —It was 
this hateful principle which marked the cha- 
F282£ raters of the Phariſees and Scribes of old, 
anc inſpired them with the bigheſt contempt 
135 for 14 perſon and religion of Jeſus. The 
| Place of his nativity, the meanneſs of his birth, 
the poverty of his parents, and the want of a 
liberal and regular education; filled their minds 
with prejudices unſurmountable, and ſhut. 
up all theſe avenues by which the religion of 
the Son of God would have otherwiſe entered 
into their-hearts,—Can any good thing, ſay 
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father, a poor, mean, contemptible mecha- 
nic, without breeding, and without erudi- 
tion; and are not his mother and his bre- 
\ thren with us?— Theſe reflections were the 
language of pride, nor was it to be imagined, . 


lire and die with them, and that the learning 
of the age they lived in, was theirs, and 
_ theirs only, would ever humble themſelves 
e . 

. the 
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they, come out of Nazareth? We know his ; 
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that men who thought that wiſdom was to : 
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the ſon of a carpenter.—It is humility, the 
fruitful mother of the graces, that gives us a 


teachable diſpoſition ; humility, ariſing from 


à ſenſe of our ignorance, weakneſſes and 
Wants, that leads us to an inſtructor, a helper, 


and a friend. It is this amiable and lovely . 


temper, which makes us enter with pleaſure 


into Chriſt's ſchool, and attend to every word 


that proceeds from his ſacred mouth. It is 


this which qualifies us for being his diſciples, 


and makes us careful to practice the ſeveral | 


_ _ *  Jeſfons and duties which he preſcribes. —This : 
therefore is the firſt branch of the Chriſtian's 


character, or rather of the character of one 


who is prepared to be a Chriſtian : Like his 


e Maſter, he is meek and lowly in heart, 


ſenſible, deeply ſenſible of his imperfections, 


his failings and demerits, he feels that pride 
is not made for man, and gladly takes hold 
of the hand of a Redeemer, generouſly 


ſtretched out for his relief — And as this hea- 


venly diſpoſition lays the mind open to the 


evidence and uſefulneſs of Chriſtianity, it muſt 


needs run through the whole progreſs and 
ſtteps of the chriſtian life. — Spiritual pride, 
like a worm at the root of a plant, ſucks out 
the very vitals of religion, and leaves nothing 


i wy but deadneſs and barreneſs behind. —The . 


man who can ſay, I thank thee, O God, that 


I am not like other men; who can ſay to his 


\ 


fellow 


. 
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fellow-chriſtian, Stand bye, I am holier wu 


you; is a ſtranger to the ſpirit of Chriſtiani- 


ty, and has neither portion nor es in the 
matter. 6 


But this is not all. To deny ourſelres, im- 


plies not only humility, but mortificatiou. To 


5 mortify our luſts, to ſubdue our irregular ap- 


petites and paſſions, ſo as to become dead and 


inſenſible to the pleaſures of ſinful gratifica- 


tion, is a temper not only neceſſary in a 


Chriſtian, but abſolutely neceſſary to prepare 
us for entering into that profeſſion, and for 


becoming the genuine diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. 


The ground mult be cleared of all noxious 


weeds, before the good ſeed: can be ſown | 


with advantage, or with any reaſonable proſ- 


pect of a fruitful return. The love of ſinful 


pleaſure, the habitual attachment which the 


heart of an unregenerate man has contracted 


to the world, and to its corrupted and cor- 
rupting enjoyments, give religion a forbiding 
appearance, and almoſt irreſiſtibly alen 


the affections from the love of God It is 
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the natural language of ſuch a one: Shall - 
forgoe my | moſt favorite delights! Shall I 


abandon pleaſures, without which life itſelf 
is ſcarce worth the poſſeſſing, to ſubmit to a 


_ diſcipline ſo mortifying, cruel and ſevere ? 
Does the generous author of nature aner bis 


ö creatures 


. 4 


j 
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creatures the ſmall ſhare of happineſs he has 1 
made them capable to enjoy? Has he giren 
us paſſions, appetites, and affections; and at 
the ſame time ſurrounded us with an almoſt in- 
finite variety of- correſponding objects; and 
has he cruelly tied up our hands, ſo as we 


dare not employ the one, or touch, or taſte 


the other? Such a religion, ſurely, may be 

ſuitable and proper enough for ſlaves, but 
can never be impoſed upon reaſonable free - 

born creatures, by a Being merciful, bene - 


volent and good. Such ſentiments as theſe, : 1 | 


are the effects of the moſt criminal ignorance 
and inartention ; and can proceed from the 
- mouths of none, but . thoſe who are ſname- 
fully ſtrangers to the nature · of true happi- 
nels, and to the nature of the religion of 


Christ. Reaſon and experience teach us, that 


ſenſual pleaſures are by no means the ſupreme 
good of man; that where theſe are immo- 
derately purſued or poſſeſſed, they not only 
deprive us of much more valuable enjoyments, 
but ſpoil the reliſh-of them; they not only 
hurt the conſtitution, are injuridus to health, 
waſte the ſubſtance,. break in upon the order, 3 
peace and harmony of the mind, but give a 


V etched inſenſibility to the heart; and by | 
palling upon the ſenſes, defeat the very deſign 


for which they are ſo eagerly ſought after. — 
hs © he _ reaſon and ö alſo a 4 


m7 © Pernicious to our beſt and trueſt intereſts, but 
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that What are called the 1 of ee - 
ſuch as honors, riches,. authority, family, — El 
triends, and the like, are valuable only to a 
certain degree, and according to the uſe that : 
is made of them: When they riſe above that 
degree, they are perplexing, troubleſome, and 
attended with many inconveniencies; when 
they are uſed to improper purpoſes, they. are 
the ſource of numberleſs evils, natural, moral, 
and intellectual. Now, does not our own 
reflection convince us, that we have carried 
things beyond, greatly beyond their proper 
lengths ? That we have indulged our paſſions 
and appetites in many inſtances, even to ex- 
travagance itſelf, and by giving way to them 
5 inceſſantly, have contracted habits not only 


4 — 


of ſuch inveterate obſtinacy and ſtrength, that 

no leſs than a, power ſupernatural and divine 

is ſufficient to. conquer and ſubdue them? 

And does not reaſon, in this caſe, point out 

the neceſſity of ſelf-denial and mortification? 

Does it not convince us, that both our inte- 
reſt and duty require us to give a check to © 
our irregular appetites, to reſtrain. the en- 

ceſſes of our paſſions, to moderate the vio-. _ 
lence of our deſires, to direct them to pro 

per objects, and confine them within due 
bounds? And what pray does the religion one 

_ Chriſt - more? Unteſs * it * | 


H4 
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5 de thought a mortifying circumſtance, that it 


aſſures us of our own weakneſs, though at 
the ſame time it directs us to a helper who 
is almighty. —Chriſtianity requires nothing of 
us, but What it is our intereſt to perform, 
and denies us no pleaſures that are truly 
worth the poſſeſſing: It does not mein to 
root out our appetites, but to reſtrain hem. 
20 extinguiſh our paſſions, but to controul 


them; and is ſo far from declaring thoſe de- 


fires to be criminal, that are confined within 


the bounds of reaſon, that it gives its own 


ſanction to the gratification of them, and 
pronounces every forbearance in this caſe, a 
ſacrifice worthleſs and unacceptable. Such is 
the ſpirit of the Goſpel, and ſuch the morti- 
fication which it e 8 
Diſmal indeed! is the idea of this evangeli- 
cal duty given us by the Church of Rome, 
which teaches its votarics to believe, that the 
perfection of Chriftianii conſiſts in abandon- 
ing the ſtation which Providence has placed 
them in, in flying not only from the plea- 
ſures, but even from the relative duties of 
life, and retiring to cloiſters and cells, and 


fs ſolitary places of the earth, that they may 
give themſelves wholly up to a lazy contem- 
plative devotion —As if the religion of Jefus 


had cut Nerd the one half of the religion of 


.* 
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nature; as if under the Chriſtian diſpenſa- . 

tion, the great Author of our beings had 
taken the cure and ſupply of his creatures 

Wants, immediately, and altogether upon him- 


ſelf, and had left no part of the comfort or 


: happineſs of men, to depend upon the mu- 
tual intercourſe of good offices one with ano- _ 
ther; and as if they could then only be uſeful 
to themſelves, when they are quite uſeleſs to 
the reſt of mankind, —According to this 
gloomy ſyſtem, whatever is moſt agreeable to 
' a man in the preſent life muſt be ſacrificed, _ 
in order to ſecure a title to him to the life to 
come: In order to be ſpiritual, he muſt be 
mortified to ſenſe, I had almoſt ſaid to com- 
mon ſenſe, and wherever his natural deſires 


lead him, however harmleſs and innocent the 


courſe, he muſt be ſure to employ all his re- 
ſiſtance, and bend himſelf another way. 
Cor potal auſterities, pennances, pilgrimages, 
watchings, faſtings, forſaking the harmleſs 


comforts of life, and taking up with its 


coarſeſt neceſſaries, are the attitudes of their 
religious mortification: by theſe they acquire 


the character of hermits, which in their lan- 
guage is the ſame with the venerable name of 


ſaints.— Such is the nature of that religious 
duty, as it is inculcatcd by the Church of ' 


Rome, but how widely different from that 


which 1 is taught by the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt! +, 
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By this we. are; allowed to take hold of the : 


innocent pleaſures of life; nay, by this, we 
are commanded. to re oice evermore: But ſure 
Ve cannot be diſpoſed to obey this divine pre- 


cept, if we are not pleaſed, if we are not 


happy. God has laid to our hand a variety 
of pleaſurable objects, for the entertainment 
of our ſenſes, our underſtandings, our ima- 
ginations ; if we refuſe to make uſe of them, 
we defeat the deſigns of his goodneſs, and 
ungratefully throw back the gifts of heaven 


upon our bountiful and 8 benefactor. 


We are indeed required to mortify our mem- 


bers which are upon the earth, but theſe are 
neither our ſenſes, our reafan, our harmleſs 
delights, nor any of our active powers; they _ 


are, according to the Apoltle's own account— - 


fornication, uncleanneſs, inardinate affect i ion, 


evil concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs, which is 


_ Idolairy; — likewiſe, anger, wrath, malice, _ 
blaſphemy, filthy communication, and falſe- 


hood: Theſe, by frequent indulgence, be- 
come habitual, become natural, become as it 


were parts and members of the man him - 

ſelf. Theſe therefore muſt be mortified, cru- 

ciſied and unlearned, becauſe for thele, and 

fach as thefe, cometh the wrath. of God 8 
on the Anden of diſobedience. . 
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Now this duty of religious mortification, 
is not only neceſſary to qualify us for becom- 
ing the diſciples of Chriſt, and to prepare 
our hearts for the reception of his bleſſed 
Goſpel, but muſt be practiſed with unremit- 
ting care, through all the periods of the 
Chriſtian life: — It is neceſſary to qualify us 
for becoming the diſciples of Chriſt ; for un- 
til ſuch time as the love and habits of fin 
are mortified and ſubdued in us, the ſpirit 
of Chriſt and of his - Goſpel cannot dwell. 


in our polluted breaſts; we cannot ſerve 


God and Mammon; we cannot at the, 


ſame time regard our ſinful laſts, and the 
holy laws which condemn them ; if we would 
| cleave to the one, we mult of neceſſity aban- 


don and renounce the other.—It is no leſs ne- 
Ceſſary, that it ſhould be practiſed through - 
all the periods of the Chriſtian life: The 


oldeſt Chriſtian in time, cannot ſay that he is 


already perfect; while he remains in a ſtate * 


of trial, he feels a law in his members war- 


ing againſt the law of his mind, endeavor- 
ing to bring him into ſubjection to the la, 
of ſin and death; ſo that he muſt be con- 


ſtantly upon his guard, laboring to ſubdue 


it more and more; ſenſible; that by ſuſpend- 
ing his vigorous efforts but for a very little 
time, he may lay a foundation for an after. _ 

labor, which, for any thing he knows, way; 5 
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SERMON VI. 


be altogether fruitleſs and vain.—So 3 
then for that ſelf denial, which muſt be prac- 
tiſed by thoſe who would wiſh to be the 
faithful diſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - 


The ſecond qualification required of ſuch, 
is, That they 2 up their croſs. But the 
illuſtration of this, and of what follows in 

the text, ſhall be the . of 385885 
diſcourſe. | | 


$BRMON VII 


MATTHEW, chap. Wi. ver. 24. 


Tann SAID  Jesvs UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, 


IF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME, 
LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE 
vr ICY CROSS AND FOLLOW ME. 


HE great lines of Chriſtian obedience, | 
which our bleſſed Savior takes notice 
of in the text, are contained in theſe three 


particulars,—In denying ourſelves, taking u 


our croſs, and following him. —In the former 


. diſcourſe, I attempted - to explain the nature 
of that ſelf-denial, which muſt be praSiſed 
buy thoſe who would wiſh to be 7. faithful 


diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt: I come now to 
conſider the ſecond qualification required' of 
ſuch, namely, That they take up their croſs: 


The meaning of which, though abundantly . 
intelligible, has been perverted to purpoſes = 
_ equally trifling and ſuperſtitious. — Nothing 


can be more childiſh than to underſtand this 


: expreſſion in a lheral ſenſe, when the me. 


| - | _ 
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RN bar! is ſo plain and eaſy : And yet eaſy and 
obvious as it is, the literal ſenſe ſeems to have 
been adopted by the Church of Rome, and - 


to have conſecrated that practice of theirs of 


| taking up, not indeed the real croſs of 
Chriſt, ' but a diminutive figure of it, and 
carrying it about with them in their boſoms. 
Nothing is more uſual than for perſons to 


conceive a certain deteſtation · and abhorrence, 
even to the very inſtruments by which their 
friends have received any injury or hurt; but 


ſuch is the force of ſuperſtition, that it Rifles 


the moſt natural feelings of the human heart, 
ſubſtitutes love in the place of hatred, and 
— hatred in the place of love; and by an all- 
powerful kind of magic, transforms into an 

idol of adoration, that which ought to be 
held infamous. and accurſced. —God forbid, 
chat I ſhould glory in any thing, ſave in the 
croſs of Chriſt ;—are-indeed the words of the 
apoſtle Paul : But ſure, they.muſt be children - 
of the loweſt degree of underſtanding, who 


i . 5 * perſuade themſelves that the apoſtle meant 


to glory in the wood of that execrable tree 
upon which the Savior of the world laid 


down his precious life.—No, he had a more 


noble object to glory in, the meritorious ſuf- 


* _Aerings of his adorable Redeemer, which were 


* 3 of his 6 and the foun · 
1 dation - 


#7 
7 0 — 
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: 


| him, and he unto the world Let us there- 


fore quit this puerile inter pretation, big with - - 
the moſt abſurd idolatry, and give a meaning 
to the ex preſſion that is rational, manly, - and 


analogous to the word of faith. — By a 


+ E * N O N vu. nt 
dation of all his hopes ;—for by theſe, and 
. theſe only, was the world crucified to 


' croſs, we underſtand. every thing that gives 


us pain or deprives us of pleaſure, whatever 

afflicts, diſtreſſes, or diſappoints us; and tio 
take up our croſs, is to lay our account Win 
ſuch events, and to bear them with patience, 


reſolution, magnanimity.—In the firſt ages of 


the Chriſtian church the diſciples were affli- 
ed, perſecuted, tarmented ; to be a Chriflian - 
2 to expoſe oneꝭs ſelf to the world's higheſt 


malice and oppreſſion ; they were at every 
. 5 s mercy, and no body had mercy upa 


them. —Theſe things had been foretold even Y 


b y.,Chriſt himſelf:—In this world, ſays he, 


ye ſhall have tribulation. —He compares the . 


hriſtian life to a warfare, in which they 
have to contend not only with fleſh and blood, 


+08 with luſts and corruptions, with princi- 
ities and powers, with the rulers. of the 
2 of this world, and with ſpiritual 
7 wickedneſſes in high places.—The apoſtle 
aſſures them, that —If any man will live god- 
SORE mph ly he he maſt ſuffer perſecution. 3 
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m SERMON VII. 


Had theſe things happened to Chriſtians un- 
looked for, the ſurprize might have given a 
check to their zeal, and diſconcerted them 
even to the length of a fatal apoſtacy: Could 

any thing therefore be more proper, than to 
put them timeouſiy upon their guard, and to 
exhort them to call up their moſt vigorous re- 
ſolution, that they might be able to withſtand 

F the dreadful ſhock, that they might be able to 
1 ſupport themſelves under the weight that op- 

. preſſed them, that they might maintain their in- 
tegrity and profeſſion, and hold faſt the faith 

BD that was once delivered to the ſaints.— Such 

| was the ſituation of the primitive Chriſtians, 
and io much need had they of that caution 
Fr * and advice from their Lord and Maſter, —If. 

_ arſy man will come after me, let him take up 

his croſs —Thanks to a kind Providence, we 

at preſent live in more peaceable times, and 
the lines have fallen to us in more pleaſant 
plwKhces; but ſtill our Savior's direction is, 

| with the greatelt propriety, applicable even 
untojus.—For though we are at liberty to 
ſerve God in that manner which'we appre- - 
hend will be moſt acceptable to him; though 
Ve are in no hazard of bodily oppreſſion, or 
_ perſecution for conſcience ſake; yet th e true, 
the ſerious Chriſtian, muſt ny his account 

w to meet . 2 8 rubs, RY and — 
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Chriftian is rather the object of ridicule than 


regard; and the want of that levity and ſin- 
ful complaiſance, which diſtinguiſhes the be- 
havior of a well-bred man, fixes upon the 
true Chriſtian, the character of moroſe, ſurly. 


and conſtrained. The deſire of eſteem is 


natural to the human heart, every thing that — 
contradicts it, or is inconſiſtent with it, is 


unfriendly to ſelf-love, - -and muſt create no 


little uneaſineſs and pain: It requires there- 
fore a very high degree of reſolution, to 
withſtand the ſneers and contempt of our 
fellow men; and the man had need to call 
up all the courage and vigor he is maſter of, 
Who dares. to ſtand alone, and be ſingular in 
: goodneſs, in the midſt of a wicked and ſinful 
generation.—It is often found likewiſe, that 
our: temporal intereſt and our religion do 
not move in the ſame path, or run in parallel 
lines, but frequently croſs and interfere win 
one another, which is à mighty diſcourage- 
ment to a man who” wiſhes to be religious, 
3 at the ſame time wiſhes to be: rich or 
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- pointments, in the courſe of his journey . 
the heavenly Canaan.— However, the ſpecu- 

lative truths of Chriſtianity may have gained 
belief, the practice of real godlineſs is not _ 
hitherto become faſhionable, among thoſe who 
pretend to direct the taſte and manners of the _ 
age we live in. Hence the life of a ſerions - _ 
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great. We find what effect the love of the 
world had upon the mind of that hopeful 
young man in the Goſpel, who left our Saas 
and his religion unwillingly, becauſe he could 
not come up to his terms, but ſtill more un- 


willing to part with his large poſſeſſions.— A 


paſſion for eaſe, riches, honors, and even for 
life itſelf, renders religion in many inſtances, 


a painful and laborious work.—We miſtake 
the matter greatly, if we fancy that the way 
to everlaſting glory is ſmooth and eaſy, that 
the path runs through beds of roles, or 


enamelled meadows : No, briars and thorns are 


ſeuttered round about us; theſe, our ſins, 
our corruptions have planted ; from theſe, we 
muſt ex pect to meet with ſeraiches. rubs, and 
_ interruptions in our paſſage : Happy therefore 
the man, who being convinced, that neither 
the pains nor pleaſures of the preſent life, 


are worthy to be compared with the joys that 
are afterwards to be revealed, reſolves, firmly 


5 . through the grace and ſtrength of 
his Redeemer, that he will chearfully ſubmit 
to the one, and give up with the other; and 


that neither life nor death, things preſent or 


5 things to come, nor any other creature, ſhall 


- dience from Chriſt, and from the laws of his 
eee Golpel. as Wy” is "008 man, who. 


ever be able to alienate his affections 7 — obe · 


. 
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_ may 55 ſaid to have taken up his eto and 
this is he who is prepared, and of whom it 
may be expected, that he will continue to be 
à faithful diſciple of Jaws elit, e 8 
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Third thing in he's tet; md in which his NT 


| Chriſtian” s character and duty may be chiefly 


nid to conſiſt, to wit: In following Chriſt. | 
If any man will come after me; ln him deny 


_ himſelf, take up his croſs, and follow me.— 


Following Chriſt, as this duty concerns us, 
does not mean following him from one place 
to another, as the diſciples did in the days f 
His fleſh, hut is to be underſtood. in a e k 
| foals importing theſe two things, following 
his directions, and following his example.— 
| Theſe are not only the genuine marks of a 
true diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, but are the very _ 
- eſſence of his religion, and the ground upon 
| which we are-warranted to lay claim to his 
_ ſalvation, —SanRtification, or a conformity . 
the laws and pattern of our Redeemer, is the 
| | only teſt by which we may conclude, that we 
are real Chriſtians : And though faith in his _ 
+ perſon and religion, accompanied by the." 


_ Powerful operations of his bleſſed Spirit, is 


the root and ſpring of holineſs; both in ee ; 3 5 : 
and * Lg: "this e is the condition 1 
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 sppolared by the authority. and covenant- of 
| God, upon which alone we can appropriate 
to ourſelves the merits. and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, as the foundation of our everlaſting 
| happineſs and felicity ; and till ſuch time as 

we follow peace with all men, and — 
we can never, according to the conſtitution 


of ithe Goſpel, exped to ſee the face of God 


| in mercy. If we would therefore OI to Dy: 5 


5 Wegen hn, we mult in the 


F ict place, fellow the directions of Obrit, i 
Le are my friends, ſays he, if ye do whats. 
ſoever I command you. The great command 
of the Goſpel, and the firſt in the order of 
- things, is, faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Ye believe in God, believe alſo in me: And 
again, the Apoſtle requires us, To believe in 
- the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and we ſhall be ſaved. 
Before we can be diſpoſed to give a. religious 
obedience to the practical laws of our Re- 
ddieemer, we muſt be convinced of his autho- 
| rity to preſcribe them ; that he has all power 
given to him as Mediator both in heaven and 
8 in earth; that he is conſtituted by God the 
Father, king and head over all things to his 
Church; and that conſequently, we are under 
the. higheſt obligations in point of conſcience, 
bas N all the known 22 of l. 
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itſelf; but as a means to an end; fo, where it 


does not produce the fruits of kighteouſneſs 
and holinefs, it is abſolutely worthleſs aud 


| for nothing: Thus, according to the 
apoſile James, Faith without works is dead: 


It is as the body without the ſpirit z and as 


the body without the ſpirit is Jean; ſo faith 


without works is dead alſo.— Nor does the 
ſame apoſtle, hy declaring, that he would + 


ſhew them his faith by his works, mean to 
_ aſſert, that the only deſign of good works is 
to be an evidence "faith, but that wherever 
true faith is, it f 5er productive of good 


works; that this is the intention of it, and 
that if it does not purify the heart and re- 
form the manners, it is like the faith of the . 


devils,, which God will never accept of. 


The faith therefore which the Goſpel rec - 
5 quires, is, ſuch a ſtrong and vigorous belief 
in the perſon, offices, and doctrines of Chriſt, 

as will operate by love, and put all the ac- —— 
* powers of the ſoul in exerciſe, in the 1 5 


way of evangelical obedience to all the la 


of our aſcended Redeemer.—So, that if we; 
would wiſh to be real Chriſtians, and genuine 
followers of Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt endeavor 


to have this divine principle of faith wrought 


in us; and ſhould take * known mea 
"BF . 15 3 „„ ſure 
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: ſure which Chriſt himſelf has appoin 


that purpoſe; nor muſt we reſt here, but 

ſhould ſuffer its. bleſſed influence to reign 
over all our thoughts, diſpoſitions and ac- 
tions, that it may by the concurrence. of 
divine grace, indeed purify the heart, and 

lead us to an univerſal obedience of all the 

commandments of the Goſpel: For then, 
and then only, are. we true Chriſtians, when 
we have a re to all e e ee 
ments. * 


But in the FEY 1 10 l is not t only * | 
lars that we follow the directions of Chriſt, ; 
we mult alſo follow his example,-- He hath | 

given us an example of every private and 
public virtue, of every divine and ſocial 
grace that we might follow his ſteps —He 
bath exemplified - to us, the ſeveral duties 


Which reſult from the relations we-ftand- in to 


| God, our neighbors, and ourſelves, and 
taught us by his life, the way to pleaſe God 
here, and to prepare ourſelves for the enjoy- 
ment of him hereafter.— His example is full 
and complete, comprehending in it every ſtep 
by which we muſt aſcend to glory, ſo that if 
we faithfully copy: after it, we ſhall not be 
Found criminally wanting,—lt is perfect alſo | 
5 in N. its parts, ſo OE ve can run no hazard : 


F 
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of offending our maker, by the imitation of 
it, —lt is beſides, the example of a perſon _ 
who was Man as well as God, and conſe- 
quently, is not only imitable in itſelf, but a 
proper pattern for men to imitate, —And tho” 


indeed we cannot come up to its abſolute per- 


- fetion, it is the duty of his followers to be 
conftantly aſpiring to it, to be daily adding 
one degree of holineſs to another, and to be 
growing in grace and a conformity to Jefus 
Chriſt, ll we attain to the ial os reftitude 


of our natures, which is our higheſt excel- 


lence, and the ſupreme happineſs of our im. 
mortal ſouls. And in order to this, we ought. 

frequently to employ ourfelves in contem- 
plating the life and actions of our, glorious. 
Redeemer, that from theſe, we may trace cut 


the tranſcendent perfections of his facred ' 


character, and by fixing the eyes of our. 
minds upon them, may inſenſibly kanlplae 
them one by one into ourſelves, till at laſt we 
come to ſhine like him, and are filled with al. 
85 fulneſs of God. 


WS hope it will not be Neelie to Maſtiare 5 
| what Lam further to add upon this ſubſeckt; 
That if we are the genuine followers E 
Chghriſt, we will be fore to follow him with _ 
3 moſt enlarged affections, to thoſe ey "1.38 
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of everlaſting glory, where he now enjoys 
the triumphs of his. victory over ſin, and 
death, and hell, and lay ohr grateful and 
adoring hearts proſtrate before his footſtool. 
Tt is the voice of Chriſt himſelf by his Holy 
Spirit ;—Lovk unto Me all ye ends of the 
earth, and be ye ſaved.— The eye of the 
Chriſtian's faith will pierce through the vail, 
and behold his aſcended Redeemer in all his 
pomp and majeſty, ſeated on the high throne 
of God. with ten thouſand' times ten thou- 
ſand angels and arch-angels tuning their me- 
lodious voices to his praiſe, and ſaying, 


-* . Glory, glory, glory, be to the Lamb, who 


was ſlain and is now alive, and ſhall live and 
reign for ever and. ever. —And can a heart 
ſmit with ſuch a divine proſpect [ prevent its 
warmeſt wiſhes from riſing above the world, 


and aſcending towards him, who is the doe 


| Hog of the Father, the adoration. of angels, 


1 5 and of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 


It is the natural language of ſuch a ſoul, 


Shall my. Savior dwell in the heavens, and | 


can I live patiently, ON. at a diſtance 
from him on the earth? hen will the 


£ 5 happy day come, when there ſhall be no 


more clouds, or darkneſs, or diſtance be- 
tween us? When ſhall we meet, never to 
: * any more ? In the mean time, my 

VPV thoughts : 


| s KE R M 0 N vn. 12 * 
thoughts ( hall be much with bim; my de- 1 77 
| fires, my affections, my wiſhes: ſhall mount ⅛ðV 
_ unto his very ſeat for whom have I in he- 7 


ven but thee, or who is there on earth tt Þ 
I deſire beſides thee? My heart and fleſh  } 3 
faileth, but thou art the ſtrength of W ‚/‚W. 4 


heart, and my portion for ever. Thus the 
faithful follower of Jeſus, will not ſuffer the 
attractions of ſin, or of the, world, to divert 
his heavenly views; but with enflamed affec- 
tions, will follow his Savior wherever he 
goes, even up to the imperial throne. f 
God; ſo that though with reſpect to his 
body, he is an inhabitant of the world, yet 1 
I his converſation is in heaven, and by the # * 
TH actings of faith, he lives above with his | 


ba ET? 


* 


2 and his life is hid with Chriſt in A 

God. — Such is the temper, ' the diſpoſition, , "+0 

the exerciſe of a true Chriitian: Let us there: 

| - fore try by theſe things, what pretenſions we \.; 

Y have to this amiable and lovely character 


Js a principle of pride effectually ſubdued in 
us:? and does a ſenſe of our own worthleſs- RR 
neſs and weakneſs, ſink, and as it were an: 
hilate us in our own conceit? Are we dead to - 
the ſinful pleaſures of a deluding world ? 
; - have theſe no longer any charms for us? Are * 
our ſeveral. paſſions and appetites - brought -- 
1 into eee, to the rule of reaſon, a En Ye 
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_ of faith? and do we feel the power af: - 


natural and acquired corruption in our hearts, 
lofing  firength more and more every day? 
Are we followers of Chriſt as dear children? 
Do we humbly fit down at his footſtool, and 
hear, with pleaſure the truths which proceed 
from his facred mouth? Do we' heartily ap- 


prove of the Goſpel method of ſalvation, and 


run with chearfulneſs to theſe duties to which 


he is pleaſed to ſend us? — Are his perſon, | 


his character, his religion, truly precious in 


bor fight; and the objects of our ſuperlative . 


affetion ? and do we reſolve to follow him 


through good report and bad report, through 
proſperity and adverſity, through health and 


. ſickneſs, through fame and contempt, through 


Hife and death? Do we think nothing too 
hard to do, nothing too dear to part with, 
nothing too ſevere to ſuffer for Chriſt, | and 
the -righteonſneſs and ſalvation purchaſed by 


bim for us? Then are we his genuine fol» 
lowers indeed, ſervants whom he will approve 


of, and who ſhall by no means be EE 


- FRI of mr reward: 


a 1 


Now "WEN har has deer card, we. may 1 


5 ſerve, in the firſt place, That the Chriſtian 


life is by no means ſo eaſy as a great many 


+ are + fond to OO ery 15 att by the 


e 


Sim. R * 0 N vir. 123 „ - 
apoſtle Paul as a work and labor; and me 1 
deed, thoſe who have entered upon it, harre WY 
found it to be ſo in fact. We generally ſertk 3 
out in it, nder many diſadvantages; our 
hearts are naturally averſe to that which is 
good, our propenſions to evil are ſtronſg, 
tem ptations from abroad are inſinuating, bt Þ 
ſpiritual enemies are numerous and powerful 
we ourſelves are weak and without ſtrengths, l; 
but weak and impotent as we are, this im 2 85 | 
portant warfare muſt be undertaken; 2004" - 
IN enmity to God, and the ways of God, muſt 
be ſubdued; our love of ſinful pleaſure mor- if 
tified ; temptations muſt be reſiſted, _If vGW e 1} 
would: be Chriſtians indeed, and the faithful W = 
followers of the Son of God, we muſt put 
off the old man, which is corrupt accordingg 
do deceitful luſts, and put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs „ 
and true holineſs: That is to ſay, we muſt 
be changed from what we are, and become 
altogether new creatures; but who is ſuffi. 
cient for theſe things Alet us not however, 1 
my brethren, be diſcouraged; the prize ies 
noble we contend for, the reward glorious 13 
we have in view; we fight for a crown that 
all never be taken from us, for a kingdom WW 7 
that, is incorruptible, | undefiled, and tat 
fadeth not away. When the painful ſtruggle BB 7 
. . Ns 1 8 8 ö is 
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is once over, and the ſhort-lived conflict at an 
end, days, years, ages, nay, an eternity of un- 
mixed and unremitting joy will be the conſe- 
quence; and who is there ſo wretchedly 
fooliſh, as would not willingly ſubmit to an 
age of pain, for an eternity of pleaſure om . 
the condition is not even ſo hard as this; 
is not an age of pain the Chriſtian is obliged F 
to undergo The hardſhi ps of religion are 
generally to be met with in the commence- 
ment of it; in proportion as we advance, the 
duifficulties diſappear; 3, by conſtant and re- 
peated practice, our duty becomes at laſt - 


habitual, and we ſhall find infinitely more 


pleaſure in doing good, than we were ever 


45 ſenſible of in the heights of ſenſual or ſinful 


5 gratification.—Nay, were the taſli much more 


'. laborious. than it is, every attempt to diſ- 


charge it, being accompanied with the ap- 
probation of our own hearts, will render the 
weight eaſy, and the burthen to feel com - 

paratively light. And when we conſider, that- 


the great Maſter whom we ſerve, requires no 


man to go a warfare upon his own charges, 

but has promiſed all that aid and aſſiſtance, 
that is neceſſary to carry us forward in every 
ſtep of the Chriſtian life, ſure we have not 
| = leaſt reaſon to be diſcouraged with any of 


theſe. difficulties In caſt up to us.— lle 
9 8 who 5 


* * 
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| oh is truth irſelf has aſſured - us, that bis 
grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, and his ſtrength 
made perfect i in our weakneſs. Let us there · 
fore live in a conſtant dependance upon tł 
captain of our ſalvation, and endeavor by 
faith and prayer, to derive from him every ne- 
5 oy: grace, that our helper” being Al- 
| ty, we may become ſtrong in the Lord, 
_ g furniſhed. on gy w_ 


5 5 the ond! 1 ace, to n its 


I would obſerve, That a man may be ſeem- 
iogly victuous and goody nay, may be a lover 


cf virtue, at leaſt of ſome of the principal 
branches of it; he may do many things 
which Chriſt commanded; he may do many 
things which. Chriſt did, and at the ſame 
time not be a real Chriſtian. — To do a 97 
thing, begauſe it is right and fit in ith 
to be a moral man. — To do a thing that” * 
good, becauſe it is commanded by the Father 
of the univerſe, is to be religious according 


to the religion of nature: But even this is . 
not enough for thoſe who live under the # 


Chriſtian Diſpenſation, who have a new ob- 
Jon of worſhip and of obedience pointed out 
to "how! wy the en, . 1 N — 
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Ve beleve in God, ſays our Lord and Savior 
Jieſus Chriſt, believe alſo in me:— That 1 
are perſuaded of the truth of natural rell. | 
| gion, be perſuaded alſo of the truth of the 
Goſpel. We muſt believe, that Chtiſt is not 


only the Savior of the world, but the Gover- 


nor of it; that he has all power and anthori- 


ty given to him both in heaven and on eartb, 


aud is conſtituted head over all things to his 
- church;—This divine faith will lead us to 
conſider ourſelves as his ſubjects, and diſpoſe 
us to do what is good from a regard to him, 


and in obedience to his authority; and when 


we thus act from a principle of regard to 
7 Chri, and to Chriſt's authority, our obe- 
dience is truly evangelical, or the obedience 


9 faith, according to the deſcription the 5 


Apoſtle gives of it, in his direction to the 
Coloſſians, the third chapter and ſeventeenth 
verſe :— Whatever ye do, whether in word or 
in deed, do all in the name, (or as the word 
imports in other places of Scripture) do all 


_  in- obedience to the authority of the Lord 
_ * Jefus-Chriſt.—And indeed, in this very point 


lies the great difference betwixt a moral man 
and a Chriſtian, betwixt moral goodneſs and. 
- - Chriſtian virtue. If we would wiſh there- 


fore to be real Chriſtians, the faithful fol. 


5 lowers of Jeſus, we OE” not ſatisfy our- | 
| ſelves 
8 


, "WR <a" ; 
5 N 
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: (-lves with doing good, merely becauſe it 
good, but becauſe it is the will of Chalk and 
agreeable to his authority. We muſt have 
our eye fixed upon bim in all we do, and be 
under the influence of an habitual regard to 
him in all our wiſhes, actions, and Ss 
thus ſhall we be the glory of Chriit here, 


and be eternally: glorified by him hereafter.— 
This might deſerve to be further illuſtrated, 


tat. 


but time will not allow of it juſt. now 31.4 * 


beer added 
Tas the laſt [Oh That 1 the life * 


ſhall therefore Hats rs n * 


2 


aà Chriſtian is a life of action, we are not tao 


fancy that our beſt actions are in any reſpece 


meritorious of the favor of God, or of ever- 
laſting happineſs We have nothing bur 


what we have receired; our. very inclinations 


Which are good, are infuſed into us by the 5 


Spirit of God himſelf, who worketh in us 
both to will and to do according to his good © 
pleaſure. Our - beſt performances are ex- 


tremely defective and imperfect; when: we 


have done all we can, we are far from com- 
ing pp to that perfection which the laws bf 
Chriſt requice. Our imperfect ſervices theres 


fore can never merit a reward;  fo-that'our . 


oT * of dere muſt arile- from the 
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© free, the, unbounded mercies of God, pro- 
=, *cured for us by the attonement and media- 
tion of a Redeemer.—At the ſame time, the. : 
Whole tenor of the Goſpel gives us reaſon to 
apt the promiſes our Savior has made 


to us of eternal life, are ſuſpended upon our 

faith in him, and obedience to him; ſo that 
we are not to expect that heaven or everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, will fall into our arms while 
de are aſleep: He has expreſsly enjoined 
_ thoſe who would come after him to the re- 
gions of immortal glory, to deny. themſelves, 

take up their croſs and follow him.—By 

. ating up to this divine direction, we ſhall 

_ _ _ ©" through the bleſſing of God be more and 
g more prepared, and made meet for the en- 
Joyment of that felicity which he has pur- 
5 chaſed for us by his. blood. —By this means, 
wee ſhall in Fre meaſure falkil the terms of 
the everlaſting covenant; and as theſe terms 
principally concern us, they are what we 
1 ought to be chiefly concerned about, —Satiſ- | 
| fied that Chriſt Jeſus has faithfully accom- 
|  _ pliſhed his part, and done every thing that 
woas neceſſary for procuring redemption to us, 
let us neither trouble ourſelves nor others 
With a great many idle queſtions in relation 
to the way and N 7 of it, which have 

| top often en the . and * + 


s E R M O N VIII. 129 


5 RG angry zeal of profeſſing Chriſtians, and 
alienated their affections, one from another: 


Let us rather be anxiouſly concerned to know f 


the preciſe part that is aſſigned to us, that 
having learned what God the Lord requires 


of us, we may, by the aſſiſtance of dirine 5 


grace, be diſpoſed religiouſly to obſerve it.— 


Thus ſhall we have hope in God, and conſ :. 
dence in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; thus ſhall we 


have the teſtimony of our own conſciences, 


5 as the foundation of our comfort and rejoicing : 
= preſent, and what is of infinitely more im- 


portance, ſhall have the approbation of him 


who is the Lord of our conſciences, in that 

_ deciſive day, when the fate of men ſhall be 

- finally determined, and thoſe who have de- 
nied themſelves, taken up their croſs and fol- 


lowed Chriſt in this world, ſhall enter in 
triumph with him into everlaſting reſt. To 


which may God, of his infinite grace and 


mercy, bring every one of us: In the humble 
hopes whereof, To God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed as is due, all 


praiſe, honor, glory, and adoration, no. . 
henceforth a For ever. 3 e 1 
. 5 : . 0 5 bl 
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Importance in h fe, as it guar — 1 


a dangerous careleſsneſs on '- + 2 


and a moſt painful anxiety on | 
C r. — While ſome people live etempore \ 
_ and at random, implicitly following the dic- _, 7 


rates of humor, , paſſion, or caprice; others + 
are reſtleſsly uneaſy, from an Le 9 


that there is ſomething wanting even in their 
t ackions, to recommend them to 1 
great Governor and 11 _ of all. 
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2 | caſe, it is. impoſſible. thar men can pleaſe God; 
in the Veh it is impoſſible they can pleaſe 


themſelves. —It was therefore one great de- 


fign of Chriſtianity} not only to point out 
what actions are to be done by Chriſtians, . 

and what to, be left undone, but to lay open 
the real foundation of Chriſtian virtue, and 


aſcertain the preciſe principle of evangelical 


obedience; which, if-we are not careful uni- 
. formly to guide ourſelves by, in all our ac- 


tions and deſigns; I will not ſay, that our 


' Higheſt performances, in the way of religion, 
are no better than ſplendid fins, but I think 
I am able to make it appear, that they are 
things of mere empty ſhew, and will be 
found criminally. light in that decifive day, 
- When the actions of men ſhall be weighed as 
in a balance, and when every one ſhall re- 
ceive according to what he has done, whether 

It be good or bad;—There is no paſſage of 
Holy Writ where the Nein of Chriſtian 
_ -obedience is more diſtintly laid down than 
in the words we baye juſt now read, and 

therefore they deſerve our moſt ſerious and 
deliberate attention —Whatſoever ye do, in 
2 _ or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jeſus.— The rules of a religious life 
are to . . from N Page: -of<the 
3 F "ORs 


—_ 


RS | . - 


5 N erehdiag Goſpel; but the great animating 


principle chat ſhould run through the whole, 


Is little attended to by the bulk of profeſſing 
Chriſtians.— Satisfied with an external con-' 


formity to the laws of their Redeemer, that 1 
lch really conſtitutes the obedience of 


faith is greatly overlooked; but as the body 


Without the ſpirit is dead, ſo obedience, or. 
£ 12 works, without this Fa in the 


reaſt of a Chriſtian, is dead alſo 
not therefore, 1 am hopeful, be Judged an 


uſeleſs waſte of time, to employ our thoughts | 
a little in enquiring into the nature of that 


principle which renders our obedience . 
 -evangelical, and acceptable to Jeſus Chri 
It is with this view [ have made choice of 
theſe words, which naturally lead our thoughts 
to what I mean, when we are commanded to 
ee in the name of the Lord Jeſus:—What- 
ever ye do, in word or in deed, do ali in the 
name of the Lord N <A 7 
which, 1 mall, N 
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9 In the firſt Macs) Skew 0 mee 
| Lulea by the name of Chriſt, . 


Aube, What is meant by. 1 
N go 8 
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"Thirdly, That this is the ve le be. 
| „ or of A 
in a Chriſtian which is acceptable to God. 


Fourthly, Why Almighty God. has 17 | 


Uthe this principle as the e b of 


"I Chriſtian virtue. And 


Laſtly, I ſhall ede the otichs with 5 


| inference or wo oe what "way be ri. 
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3 97 am, in 1 firſt * 888 ee 8 
are to underſtand by the name of Chriſt.— 
This expreſſion is uſed in various ſenſes in 
the New Teſtament. Sometimes, In the name 
- of Chriſt, fignifies in his room and ſtead; 
ſo we have this form of words uſed, Jobn 2 
XVI. 7. It is enpedient that I go away, that 
tte Comforter may come, whom God will | 
Ned in my name, that is, in my ſtead,” to 
_ ' fuppiy my place and carry on tay work. 


At other times, by the name of Chriſt is 
meaat, the faith of Chriſt; thus in the com- 
miſſion he gave to the a little before 
de left them, be commanded them to go and 
ee all bations, 


baptizing them ia the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſts; that ib, 
in the belief of the. 3 the 
Wer 45 * * 


4 
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© hed Trinity. That this is the true mean- 
log of it, appears from the uſe of this ordi- 
- nance in the Jewiſh Church; where proſelytes 
of righteouſneſs were admitted from among 
the idolatrous Gentiles by baptiſm, upon re- 
| nouncing their falſe Gods, and profeſſing their 
faith in the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob; they were baptized in the name of ins 
God of Iſrael, that is, in the belief of the 


7 / Done only living and true God. 80 that when 


1 


Chriſt ded his apoſtles to go and bap- 
| tize all nations, we do not find that he altered 


the nature or meaning of this venerable inſti- ; f 
tution, but gave it only a wider compaſs, and 


extended the object of the Chriſtian's faith, 
not to the Father only, but to himſelf, and to 
che Holy Spirit. Thus by the name of Chriſt 
in the ordinance of baptiſm, is to be under- 
the faith of Chriſt, even ſuch a bees tf 
in him as will lead us to conſider him as 

8 of our worſhip, and of our 

ſincere and religious obedience. Again, b 
the name of Chriſt, is ſometimes underſt 
the power and energy of Chriſt. In this. 
ſenſe we find it uſed by the apollle Peter, 
when he. healed the lame man Tho fat daily | 
at the gate of the | temple, - uſing this g- 


Warbabls expreſſion: In the name of 2 
ve ee 8 12 *. . 
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= fl 6. ak the ſons of Bonk obleteig 
Ao many amazing miracles wrought by the hands 
Hk che apoſtle Paul, took upon them to ad- 
the part of exoreiſts, and to call over thoſe 
Who Had evil ſpirits, che name of the Lord 
wn But they were ſoon made ſenſible, 
| that there" was no manner of charm in the || 
ound or letters of the name, but that itwas |}. 
by the almighty power of him to whom the JJ 
name belonged, that the apoſtle was enabled 
to perform ſuch great and aſtoniſhing works. * 
The name of Chriſt was equally. made uſe of 
in this caſe, both by the e and by theſe 
profligate Jews, der how widely” different 
Were its effects ?— Jeſus I know, ſays the evil 
8 ſpirit, and Paul I know, but who are ye? 
The | conſequence of which preſumptuous 
daring to make uſe of the name of Chriſt 
in way of incantation, was, that the man 
poſſeſſed of this evil ſpirit leapt on them, 
aud overcame them, and prevailed again all 
mem, ſo that they fled out of that houſe 
| 55 naked and wounded, as you may ſee Acts 
E _. 6 1, 14/7 8. and 18 verſes. Bar the moſt 
| > uſual acceptation; of the word, and the ſenſe 
un which T apprehend it muſt be underſtood = 
hure, is, of the authority of Chriſt... That 
chte is no uncommon meaning of the name of Þ| 
3 _— appear * ſeveral 2 of 3 
ben 5 


2 


{Col ph Or L 
7 5.1 Iu r 


. 
s 


ee . 


— particularly james v. 10. The 4 
oftle,” in the name of the Lord Jeſus, delirers 
ſuch a one over to Satan. Likewife 1 Corin- 
thians v. 4. We command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, that you 
Withdraw yourſelves from every brother hat 
walketh diforderly. Our Savior himſelf ſays, 


John v. 43. 1 am come in my Father's name, 


that is, by his appointment: And in the 

_ 3th chapter of Matthew and'22d verſe, We 
have propheſied in thy name, or by com- 
miſſion and authority from thee. And in- _ 
deed; in no other ſenſe can this phraſe, the 10 
name of Chriſt, be underſtood, as it is applied 
by the apoſtle in the words- of our text. 

It cannot be meant to ſignify in the room or 


place of Chriſt, as where the Holy Ghoſt i is 


. faid to come in his name; for by reading the 
words with this paraphraſe, we ſhould at 
once ſee the abſurdity of them. Neither is 
it to be underſtood of faith in the perſon or 
doctrines of Chriſt, for that is but one braneh 
of the Chriſtian's duty, and by no means — : 
_ ndbiverſal- principle which muſt run through | 
and animate the various duties of the e 1 


tian life; far jeſs can it be meant of the, 


and energy, the ſupernatural aid and act. * 
_ atice of Jeſus Chriſt; for the actions we are 
1 920 0 in * a 


= 
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| acts of a religious, ae 5 
ordinary kind, to which it will not be pre. 
| tended we Rand in need of ſupernatural = 3 
aſſiſtance, agreeably to that ſimilar paſſage i 
the firſt; Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 10th 
chapter and 31ſt verſe, Whether therefore yo 
eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God.—By — name of heit 
therefore in this place, can only be meant the 
authority of Chriſt; in which ſenſe, it is £ 
| likewiſe underſtood in that place, where wwe ©; 
are told, That God hath highly exalted him, | 
2 given him a name above every name, or 
an authority above every authority, that at tos 
1 nam of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, and 1 
3 every tongue confeſs. Not ſurely in the ab- 
8 ſurd and childiſh way of bowing the head oer 
bending the knee, at the bare pronouncing 
of the name Jeſus:; but that to his dominion *Þ 
and government, every creature both in he- i 
ven and earth ſhould ſubmit, and by a hum 
ble coufeſſion ackgowlege him to be the Lor 
and Judge of all. Having thus fixed the 
meaning of the expreſſion, In the name of 7}. 
the Loo Vun. what 1 en to „ "i 


end Hons, will not "owed ns 5 
e n.. to e what we are io 
; T0 Ws | unde rſtand 


Eo. 


* p > 


in word or in deed, do all in the name of the 


5 Fatber, king and head over all things. To 


. Jigiouſly | follow it. The command of 


s E R M ON 


5 underſtand by doing all in his — 


by the name "of Chriſt be meant his autho- 


tty, then to do all in his name, is, to do all 

from a regard to him, and in obedience. to 
as authority: And indeed, this appears to 
be the real intention of the Spirit of God in 


the words of our text, Whatſoever ye do, 


d Jeſus. He is conſtituted by God the 
him therefore we are bound to ſubject our- 


ſielves as to our righteous Sovereign; We muſt 


carefully acquaint ourſelves with every Do 
nification of his pleaſure, and learn to kn , 
his will, that wherever it points we maß re- 
cauſe it is his command, mult at all times 
lay a facred and chearfut obligation upon us: 
and a regard to him and his authority muſt. 
run through all our thoughts, words, ac- 
tions, and deſigns.—Nor is it enough that we 
ate animated by this divine principle, in the 
-feveral exerciſes of what may be properlỹßꝰ 


r it muſt alſo enter into ſo- es: 


1 -and: domeſtic life, and have a cor 


influence over all our civil and ordinary - 


ede When we eat or drink; when, 


dy lawful induſtry. we labor to make a proper 


e eee . and for the 
125 | "TO: © 
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relief of the poor; nay, tan 


4 aud innocent indulgence, we endeavor to pre- | | 2 
4 | ſerves the health of our bodies, and recruit * 
thoſe ſpirits which have been waſted by labor i 


| and application; even in theſe, and the like 
B _ caſes, we ſhould always act under a deep 
| ©  - ſenſe of the authority of Chriſt; and do no- 
| "thing further than as we apprehend. it-will be 
agreeable to him; we ſhould have a ſteady 


eye to him in all we do; by this means, we 
ſhall not only be preſerved from every dange- 
rous exceſs, but our moſt common actions F 


will become acts of religion, and will parti _. | 
eipate of the real nature of ſuch ; and thus (| 
mall we obtemperate the great command of = 
= the Goſpel: Whatever ye do, in word or in 
Z . deed, do all in the name of the Lord ef yr + 
8 brings me to the 


Third ehing proposed! in the * which | „ 
was to ſhew, That a regard to the authority EE 2 
of Chriſt, is the only genuine principle of 

-  evtingelicat obedience, or of that obedience - 
WW or a Chriſtian which is truly acceptable to 
= It is univerſally allowed, that the vir- 
tue 2 an action, and the virtue of an agent, 

are things intirely diſtin&t one from another. 

An action may be good in itſelf, and produc- 
. when ar the ne unh 


” bb, 


tenor and complexion of their behavior. 


an elevated ſtation, if dignity and — 
authority and power, appear to be their obe 


jects, we immediately conclude, that a p 5 
ple of ambition gives life and motion da the _ 
Whole. If riches or wealth, and the moſt 


* o 
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is done with an intention to hurt or 3 
ceive; on the other hand, an action may pro- . 
ceed from good intention, where the conſe 
quences ye 5 

5 intention, therefore, which conſtitutes the me- 
4 rit or demerit of the agent ; and this, where: 

it is ſteady and uniform, is ſaid. to be the 

Er ov 2 inciple from which he acts. What the dif- 


neful and pernicious: It is the 


ent principles are, which animate the 
breaſts of men in the various purſuits of bs, 
are only to be judged of from the genera 


effectual means of procuring them, ſeem 6 


ER engroſs their whole attention, we readily pro- 

ncunce avarice to be the, leading prisciplfe 

Within. Or is more rational-and-manly-pur- - 
.  * ſuits are abandoned for the ſake of ſenſual 
Pleaſures and corporeal delights, we cannot 


help aſcribing theſe effects to à principle of - 
eee which, ioſenſible to higher 
and more noble entertainments, takes up d 
thoſe that are fitted merely to the animal 


5 85 nature, and revels in them in common Op 


e RT 5 * is * un to e to aſcar- | 
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ternal appearances of religion, though pret 


45 
* 6 4 
by 5 
* 
* Fl 


While foie make high 
to conceal their worldly 


0 2 


„ e l „ 


min "a preciſe principle which fafluentes 10 ON 
dividuals, in ny of religion. The ex. 


moch the ſame in different perſons, may, a 
90 in fact, often proceed fr om om very different 
iples. While ſome are conſtrained by a 
Kari fear, and dread of aweful puniſhment 
to come; others, from hearts enlarged with 


2 principle of divine love, rejoice to run in 


the way of the commandments of their God; 
feſſions of reli jon, 
iy cunning, and erve 
their temporal intereſt ; others fooliſhly per 

ſuade themſelves, that an outward RE: 


iy co the rites and ceremonies of religion, 


will attone for the greateſt immoralities of 


Which they have at any time been guilty; 
while ſome practiſe the duties of religion with 
no other view, but to gain a Then, =o and 


reputation rms their neighbors; others 
alon, but that they have been 


trained up in it from their infancy, and the 


= power of habit ſerves with them inſtead of 


the power of grace. Thus the principles are 


Various, though the effects of them are out- 
85 Wa the fame: Theſe, | therefore, are 


among the number of the ſecret things 
ich can only be known to the conſciences 
—— and to him who is the Rang 


—— ptable to God. 
love of 3 and virtue for its-own. 

regard to the authority of God the Fa 
even the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and a regard to the: bern 'of - 
Chriſt bimſelf, mh 'is the p ce of life 


Fe 
and becaule it is greats to the nature and 
truth of things, is to be a moral man and 
2 3 were. reli out of the 


invariably, it would. be one: of the nobleſt 


che breaſt of man; i is his, which e 
Principle of action to God himſelf ;; 


of ating upon M's principle . — 4 


* 
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5 ve imitate him in it, we ſhould thereby riſe 


* 


up to the higheſt perfection of our natures, 
and become like unto bim, who is the great- 
eſt, the beſt; and the happieſt of all beings. 


But God, who knows our frame, has, in great ; | 


compaſſion to our weakneſs, been pleaſed. to 
ſuperadd the motives derived from his own 
authority, to thoſe. ariſing from the relation 


and fitneſs of things; ; to theſe, therefore, men 


were bound to give the higheſt. attention, 
while the religion of nature continued to be 
the only rule of life, aud while God, the 
Father * all, condeſcended to keep the reins 
ol government in his own hands; to do that 
Which was good from a regard to God's 


| : authority, was the great principle of reli · 


= 


$55 


3 * | for his a is nat merely 


gious obedience, and thoſe who did ſo were 
religious according to the religion of nature. 
But even this is not enough to us, who live 


7 under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and have a 


new object of religious worſhip and obe- 
Aience pointed out to us, in the everlaſting _ 
Goſpel. Almighty God has. in theſe aft | 
times ſent his Son into the world, with full 


ower to take the government of it upon 


imſelf; ſo that Chriſt. is now become our 
We prince and 'law-giver,, and the 
honors that are due to the Father, are due 


ES col- 


+ 


= 
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2 ol leQion 'of friendly advices, or cou uſels 
perfection, but a ſyſtem of laws, _ 
- Sorted! by no leſs than a divine authority, to 
Which we are bound at all times to pay the 
| higheſt regards: Without this, we may do 
what is in irfelf right and fit, we may 
2 what he requires of us by his laws, 
what we do is not in obedience to him. 
It is not an obedience that is Chriſtian and 
Evangelical, and conſequently cannot be 
ſuppoſed. calculated to pleaſe him; it K. 
perhaps anſwer the purpoſes of a heathen, 
one who is an intire ſtranger to the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; but we who live under the 
_ Goſpel diſpenſation, have a" new relation 
pointed out, as ſubſiſting between Chriſt and  _. 9 
us, the duties of which we muſt faithfylly * 


=, > 
* 


and religiouſly diſcharge, if we are indeed 


his diſciples, and would wiſh to have a right 
ts the privileges of his friends and follo wers. 
Fe is repreſented as an everlaſting king, ks .. 2 
ing the government upon his ſhoulders. This ö 
is that new relation in, which he ſtands to us, 
from which alone the duties of "obedience 
cat poſſibly reſalt : He came indeed into the 
world cloathed with the character of a great 
Prophet, but this relation can wy us under. 
no other obligations, than that of ſitting 
"= humbly at his * and . 1 
o.. I . 3 


"= *, 


2. - 
6” ho * 
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| thoſe intereſting truths Which 3 om 
his ſacred mouth: He came alſo veſted with 
the office and character of our high: prieſt, 


but ſurely this relation can infer nothing, 
but that we ſincerely believe and truſt in that 


l 


juſtice of God by his blood ; and that in obe | 


ience-to the declarations which have been 
made to us, in relation to the end and deſign 
of his ſufferings, we perſuade ourſelves that 
by his merits — interceſſion, we ſhall be de- 
| hyered from ſin, and the conſequences of fin, 
and made fellow-heirs with himſelf of an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
Neth not away; the faith of which,. as it 
is of the utmoſt importance to our preſent 
Happineſs, is the ſtrongeſt encouragement that 
can be to animate us in the courſe of our 
Chriſtian obedience; which obedience. to 
Chriſt becomes our duty, by his being con- 
ſtituted of God the — the king and 
bead over all things to his church. It is in 
conſequence of this relation, that we are bound 
to do whatever he requires of us, not only 
from a \convition that all his laws are juſt. 
aud right in themſelves, but chiefly becauſe 
they are the commands of him whom God 
- hath ſet over us, and who is our righteous 


ſovereigu 1 b A High W 10 
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5 him and his authority, ſhould not only ac - 
company every act of religious obedience, but 


ſmhould run through every action of our lives: 


Thus will our obedience be truly evangelical, 


or, as it is elſewhere called, the obedience of 
faith; and by being under the influence of 
this divine princi iple i in all we do, we ſhall do 


all in the name of the Lord Jeſus.—T ſhould 


now proceed to the fourth thing propoſed, 
which was- to ſhew, why a regard to Chriſt 
and his authority has been eſtabliſhed by God 
as the great principle of Chriſtian virtue ; but 
this ſhall be the — of the : following | 
. 


n 


— 


| 

Ap wHATSOEVER' YE Do, 1 Won ok |} 

i Þ ._ _ DEED, Do. ALL IN THE NAME OF THE -} 
„ Tb 

| ; | ; : 1 - ig "IB ; : 5 IS wx | f I 7 IT 1 x 1 10 12 ys Pe | 45 1 | | 
"=: N diſcour ſing from theſe words, I pro- 
1 poſed in the firſt place, to ſhew, 9 
1 are to underſtand by e name of 5 


beirangelical obedience, of ths obedience ws 
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3 Why Almighty God has 1 
Bitten "this" - <a as the 2 * 


Cariiling virtue. 


And laſtly, To = TY * whole with a an 11 


inference or two > from what may be ſaid. 


. LA N 7 7 4 


1 


1 have already taken notice of les I 


thought neceſſary for explaining and illuſtrat- 


ing the firſt three of theſe general heads, and 
ſhall now ptoceed to the fourth thing) pro- 


poſed, which was to fhew, Why a regard to 


. Chriſt, sad to Ebriff's authority, has been 
eſtabliſhed by Almighty God, as the great 
principle and foundation of Chriſtian virtue: 


This queſtion might be ptopoſed in other 


| Terms, and it might be aſked, Why authority, 
And not reaſon, is the rule of. religious life 


40 ſuch reaſonable creatures as we bre? This 
might admit of a very phitoſophical diſcuſſon, 


but I do not take this to be either a proper time 
er place fob it I ſhall only therefore obſerve 
in the general, that while men had un other 
guide to direct them, but the dictates of their 
5 — reaſon, they deviated! moeſt ſhatmefully 

from the plaineſt paths both of virtue and 
happineſt. The whole tenur bath of ſacreil 


| * 7 ry c is an | undeniable evi- 
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dence of the truth hereof; nay, tn the roy 
uſe of reaſon itſelf, they were led into abfur- 

dities, ſhocking to the laſt degree; for b 
ing loſt ſight of the true God, the author 
and governor of all, they degenerated into 


all the wild extravagancies of polytheiſm, ido- 
latry, and the moſt bes uſe of human 
facrifices, Thus did they go on from bad to 

| worſe, corrupting their reaſon, aud the re- 
ligion of reaſon, more and. rhore every age, 


till God of his infinite mercy was - pleaſed to 


give a check to their unbounded? profli 


igacy 
and lioentiouſneſs, and call them back to be. 


under his own immediate eye, that he might 


lead them as it were by the hand; and point 


out their duty to them in a way Jeſs apt to be 
no and leſs apt to be miſunderſtood. 


__ may here be aſked, If the intereſts of reli- - 
ion and virtueare better provided for under the © 


N aw 


mmediate authority of God, than under the 
| government of reaſon, is reaſon therefore alro- - 
her uſeleſs? or what can be the uſe of it in 


matters of religion} To this f anfwer, that the — | 
-reaſon'is not our rule, it it is the diſteruer of i \ 
1 is by this we judge, whether the authority 
we live under ang —_— to, be indeed 
1 of God; it 


ge allo of the MF fy 6 
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endeavor to ſubdue every. paſſion, appetite, 


and affection, that oppoſes itſelf to the will of 
our en and n, Conductor. ths 


But more particularly : In the firſt Vas: 
one reaſgn why a regard. to Chriſt, and to 
Chriſt's authority, has been eſtabliſhed by 


| Almighty God, as the great principle and 
foundation of Chriſtian virtue, is, that it is 


in fact the only principle which, in the pre - 
ſent ſtate of the human mind, can have a 


: gener? al good influence upon the lives and 
converſations of men. We have ſeen, from 


the experience of all ages, that reaſon is by 


no means ſufficient for this end; even in a ſtate 


of innocence, it could not | oxi men from the 
breach and violation of their duty; ; far leſa are 
its powers equal to the important office of 


_ - carrying, us irreproachably through a courſe 


of religion. and virtue, in its preſent ſtate of 
ae and corruption. Inſtead of lead- ; 
g the inferior. principles of our nature, it is 


; itſelf miſled by them: It is become the one 


of our paſſions, the tool. of every irre 


| luſt, of every intemperate deſire. Ha . 
mighty God therefore given us up to the 
direftion of: this blind— and deceitful guide, 
we ſhould:have been led by it into all the. 
Falſe 2 Fc eee error, a 
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1 is no le 5: Ra, 151 ah great ptiuci - 


"pls of moral reclitude, founded on the love = 


of virtue for its own ſake, is far from ſuffi- 


cient to n ers a permanent ſecurity to the in- 
religion and virtue among men. 


tereſts o 
It has 33 the advantage, as I formerly 


of every other principle, as it is 
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_ principle of action to God himſelf ; but 


it is by much too refined, by far too elevatel 
and ſublime, to have any laſting or ſolid in- 
fluence on minds ſo groſs, ſenſual, and de- 
3 as ours are. We may, indeed, 8 

ome languid impreſſions upon our hearts f 


the excellency of virtue, the beauty of holi- 


neſs and religion in general: But alas I theſe 


ttary paſſions; and I might defy. the warmeſt 


advocates for this principle, to produce the 


example of any one man, in any age of the 
world, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf only 
excepted, who; animated by no other mo- 
tive than a diſintereſted love to goodneſs, per- 


ſevered, unalterably perſevered in an uniform 

..courſe 55 virtue, either human or divine, 1 
am very ſenſible, there have been abündance 
. both in antient and moden 


no with great parady,: and w moſt, 


- Umes 
n * * 
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are too feeble to ward off the baneful influ- 
ence of temptation, or the violence of con- 
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ſolid principle of virtue and religion, a re- 


gard to the authority of God, has been next 


pompous expreſſion, have deſcribed the in- 

tirinſic amiableneſs of virtue, and the glory of 
doing good for goodneſs ſake: Such ſpecula- 
tions may entertain the imagination for a 
-while, and create a ſhort-lived glow in the 
heart; but this virtuous warmth is far from 
ſufficient to kindle up the affections into an 


active unextinguiſhable flame, - fo as to bear a 
man out in the practice of univerſal good- 


neſs, in fpite - of every oppoſite intereſt, 
temptation, or difficulty, that may happen to 
- come acroſs his way. Accordingly, if we look 
back to antiquity, we ſhall find that a diſin- 
ꝛereſted love to virtue, and to their country, 


was by no means the principle which ani- 


-mated the heroes of former times, in theſe 


aſtoniſhiug acts of public utility for Which 


their names have been handed doun to us 
in all the elegance of the moſt finiſned de- 
ſcription: Even a Cicero himſelf, who, for 
4 endeavors to lead men off from the only 


io deified by the minute philoſophers of our 
age, is incautious enough, in many . 
his writings, to betray the leading prineiple 
im his on breaft, by which 4, diſcovers, 
that not the beauty of virtue, but an inſatii- 
eee 8 not the pleaſure arifing 
WH L 85 from 


virtue is not only amiable in itſelf, but that 


8 5 
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from a conſciouſneſs of having done his duty, 15 

but the hope bf being remembered by after - 

ages, as a miracle of wiſdom, eloquence, iy | 

ere was the gfeat incentive to all his 

_ writings, actions, and deſigus o And indeed, 

 whatever-may'be-faid, to minds conſtituted as 

_ odrs are, the love of religion and virtue for 3 

rheit own ſake, cannot be a principle ſtrung M 
enough to proferre us ſteadily i in the prattice - ⁵ 

of our duty. To love virtue, ſuppoſes that 


' i appears fo to us, which implies, that wc 
Rave a ſenſe capable of percetving its genuine 
and attractiee chars: But alas ! our moral |» 
ſenſe, which is the only one adapted to an 
office of that kind, is maſt miſerably blind 
ad; perverted, and corrupted; ſin has vitae 
the nobleſt faculties of the ſoul, ſo that what 
ever ſpiriigal excellence may be in religion, we 
Feit not; or fee it but imperfectly; it makes _ "Þ 
not that ſtriking impreſſion upon us, which is 
neceſſury to draw forth our warmeſt love; ſo 
that to give religion no further ſecurity than  _Þ 
ee e e and im 
Perfect, would be to betray its moſt. eſſen- 
mal late reſts, and to reſt it upon a founda - 
tion far from being equal 10 e ig: 
= eee . 40d e 1 en 5 
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I Eno likewiſe, it is ſaid by ſome, that 
| faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true and 
only principle of the Chriſtian life; and per- 
haps, if one was to refuſe this, he might be 
thought. at leaſt to depart from the form of 
_ found words. As I would not wiſh: to be 
miſtaken in this matter, I deſire it may be ob- 
ſerved, that when I affirm that faith is not 
the immediate principle of | evangelical obedi- 
£ ence, by faith, I mean an aſſent of the mind 
to the truth of a fact or propoſition, which is 
properly an act of the underſtanding, and 
no act of the will or affections, which are 
tte only immediate principles of action: Ac- 
cordingly, we find that a perſon may believe 
the ſeveral truths of Chriſtianity, and at the 
ſiame time be no real Chriſtian ; the devils 
themſelves believe and tremble. - Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is indeed abſolutely necel(- 

_ fary in order to be a Chriſtian ; one muſt 
believe, that the Father hath committed all 
judgment and authority to the Son, before he 
can pay a proper regard to the Son's' autho- - 
rity: But then it is this regard to Chriſt, -and - 

to Ohriſt's authority, that is the immediate 
aud direct ſpring of Chriſtian obedience; and 
ctdo exprels the thing otherwiſe, is to make a 
point intricate and obſcure, which is in itſelf 
Wee aahbundantlx 
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abundantly obvious and intelligible. As there mo 
is therefore no other principle, which in the  _J* 
| pro ſtate and condition of the human 1 
heart can have a general good influence pon 
the lives and converſations of Chriſtians 
N hath been pleaſed to eſtabliſh this as tile 
great. principle and foundation of evangelical” 39 
obedience, and in this the goodneſs and wi. 
dom of God ſhine forth in the moſt illuſtri=. =} 
ons manner; for nothing, ſurely, can ſweeten 
our obedience more than a regard to; him * 
by whoſe authority it is impoſed; if we love” * _ . ñ³ 
_ Chriſt, we will chearfully keep his command. 
ments; if a deep-rooted regard to him and 
to his authority prevails in our breaſts, it 
will make us that we ſhall neither be baren 
nor unfruitful in the ways of God; it will 
make his yoke ſit eaſy. upon us, and his bur 
then to feel altogether light. This then is 
one reaſon for which Almighty God has 
thought fit to eſtabliſh a regard to the au. 
thority of Chriſt, as the chief Protege: of 
ä Chriſtian or evangelical erbe, een e 
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Aer reaſon was, that 1. wiel do 
honor to his Son, who by his unſhaken obe 
dience to the death, has — his i <>" 
favor and eſteem. This is the very reaſon” 
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cCbapter of the Goſpel nacandig'to John, „„ 
twenty ſecond and twenty- third verſes : The 
Father, ſays he, judgeth no wan, but hath 
committed all judgment to the Son, that men 
might honor the Son even as they honor the 
Father. The higheſt honor we can” pay to 
_ Chriſt, is to conſider him at all times as our 
prince and ſovereign; our governor and — 
and as ſuch, tö give a chearful and implicit 
obedience to every ſignificatios of his wül. 
Me are ready enough to believe the report 
of any man, of whoſe veracity and faithful. 
neſs we have a good opinion, and the more ſo 
: 1 his report contains any: thing favorable for 3 
. 1 h to receive favors | 
| and good: offices, from the hands: of thoſe 5 
- who can afford to beſtow: them upon ms. —__ 
Whatever honor we give to the Son of God, | 
bdSty receiving him as à prophet, as a teacher 
=— of truth and righteouſneſs : whatever honors 
= © we'pay to him, by cmbracing-bim as a —_— 
—_ 2s. a_high-prieſt- to reconcile us to God, and 
dio intercede for us at the Father's right hand; 
it muſt be owned, we do him the greateſt 
bonor by ſubmitting to him zs our king,” by 
making our on wills run up intirely into his, 
= by dedicating. our fouls and bodies wholly to 
| tis ſervice. It js with this very view, that 
—_— . Father de- 
37 i = 3 we 795 
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lighteth to honor; that God requires 9 

that whatever we do, in word or in 'deed, we 

| * all in the.name of 5 19 8 Jeſus. | 

85 I ſhall only mention one reaſon mores. ts. 

5 How: the propriety of this great principle of 
85 the Chriſtian life, which is, that it has a pe- 

cCuliar tendency to beget in us that temper 
and dilpoſition of mind, Which will prepare 


and qualify us for the ſociety of God and 


Chriſt in heaven. If in every action of our 


lives, we have a regard to the authority of 


2 Chriſt, he will i in that caſe be very much and- 


often in our thoughts; by this means, we 
ſhall attain. to an habitual acquainlaace uim 


him, ſo that when we come to the higher 


"houſe, we {hall not enter. into a land. 7 


ſtrangers ; but beſides the ſaints we have con- 


verſed with upon earth, who are already gone 


before us. we ſhall alſo know him who. is 


 at.the head of chat celeſſial ſociety, even him. 


| in whom we have believed, and ſhall be known 
? by bim, which will be a circumſtance. of the 


2 


moſt unſpeakable advantage to the ſoul of a. 


good man, When it ficſt arrives at glory. - 


Beſides, by making Chriſt the frequent ſub- | 
ject of our contemplation here,,, we-ſhall. dif- 
cover more and more of his divine excellence ] 


uy dagen ae will ioſenſibly, traul⸗ 
„ 1 . . 


* 
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plant i into ourſelves, till by degrees we come 
to ſhine like him, and are fit to take our de- 
parture for that bleſſed place, where no im- 

pure or unholy wo gs ever He. allowed 


1 „ . 


* 


But to de; Thom Li has been gd, 
we may in the firſt place obſerve, the 4 
miſſake of thoſe. who think they have full 
diſcharged their duty, when they have only 
performed that Which is the external part of 
it; who care not. if the work be done, with 


What view or from what principle i it is per- 
formed: It is the intention, that gives a 


ſapQity even to an indifferent action, and 
where that is truly evangelical, this will be- 
come a real act of religion, and be truly ac- 


ceptable to God. Yet how little is this at- 


tended to by the bulk of profeſſing Chriſtians? 
though Chriſt himſelf is indeed the ſoul and 


life of his religion, how. very little is he 


minded by thofe who pretend to be his diſ- 


ciples? if in any of their facred offices they 


condeſcend to mention his name, it is but for 
the fake of form, nor do they feel any of that 

warmih or fervor upon thkit ſpirits, which 
the very idea of Chriſt is apt to beget in the 
hearts of thoſe who are truly devoted to 
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ties, without regarding the authority of hig ⁶⁵é 
by whom they are enjoined, without depend. — l 
ipg upon him for ſtrength, and without look» ?: 
ing to him for acceptance. Can ſuch crimis 
nal indifference, can ſuch ſhameful negle® © * 
of Chriſt, be in any reſpe& agreeable to him 
or recommend one to his good liking and re- 
| gard? There are others indeed, who carry 
the matter ſtill further, and not ſatisfied with  F 
the ſimple negle& of Chriſt, ſet themſelves in 

a a contemptuous oppoſition to him, and o 
every thing in their power ta canvince the _ Þ 


in, who having collected any little knowlege ' . 


| Chriſt, not only \ungenerouſly turn it Aga 
the Goſpel, but againſt him who is the author 


' Chriſt or his Goſpel have given to theſe 
people, or what can be the ground of their 
- Provocation, It will not be ealy to prove, 
| _ that Chrillianity has done any real harmto + 
men, that it has made them worle parents, 
| worſe maſters, worſe ſabjeAs, or worſe nein 
| bors, than what they were before. The beſt. - 
things, it is true, may be abuſed, wiſdom =. J 
waz degenerate into craft, and the very ER 
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world, that there is no form or comelinefs = = 
him why he ſhould be admired. Such ars Þ 
the. pretended free-thinkers of the age we live 
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they have of divine truth from the religion of 


of it. 3 I» hard to conceive, what offence : 
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5 form of government into deſpotiſm and 9. 
rauy: But are reaſon and government upon 
that account to be altogether baniſhed and 
fer aſide ? The conſequence would be, thar 
in the one caſe, men would become beaſts; . 
and in the other, wild beaſts — The ſpirit of 
Chriſt's religion breathes nothing but peace, 
love, righteouſneſs and truth; the obvious 
tendercy of it is, to make us wile and hap- _ 
py here, and everlaſtiagly fo hereafter. —If 
inſtead of improving Chriſtianit theſe 
bleſſed purpoſes, we make it an engine of 
contention, tumult, bloodſhed, or oppreſſion, 
we depart from the very firſt principles of the 
- Goſpel, and ſubſtitute our own rancour, our 
| paſſions, our party ſpirit, and hellith animoſt- | 
1 . in their place; and why theſe ſhould be 
=: d to the account of Chriſtianity, is 
= than what our modern deiſts can pre- || 
tend to afſign any good reaſon for Let us 
_ therefore. act the part of wiſe men, and folnn?n;n?n”ꝰ 
low the wife directions of him who is our | 
adorable Redeemer ; conſidering, they are 
not only the good advices of our beſt friend, 
A but the laws 2 our ſupreme governor; and 
let. us in all we do pay a high regard to him 
and to his authority ; knowing that thoſe Who 
eicher neglect or deſpiſe him before men, 
— be FO need and Failed! e * 
ore 1 
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the degree and extent of theſe, we are bee 
certain they are far from being equal to that 
cCterhal and exceeding weight of glory, which- 
the Scriptures aſſure us is afterwards* to be 
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| 790 0 what has been ſaid, the true difference 


betwixt morality and religion, betwixt a 
moral man and a Chriſtian, betwixt moral 


virtue and goſpel obedience. Morality con- 


ſiſts in a conformity of our ſentiments and 


behavior to theſe relations which things A 
in to us and to one another; and a moral 


man, in the higheſt ſenſe of the word, is one 


who, convinced of the inviolable ee 
ol virtue, endeavors to regulate his thoughts, 


his words, and his actions, by the eternal 


las of integrity, righteouſneſs and truth 
Now let us ſuppoſe that ſuch a one acts up, 
ia every reſpect, to the perfect ſtandard -of-, 
moral rectitude; what then are his hopes, or 
what'is the proſpect, which the principles * 
reaſon give him leave to enterrain of a future 
retribution and reward? Nothing ſurely be- 
ſides the natural conſequences of his own-vir- * 
tue; but however uncertain we may be as to 
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| revealed, *and'beſtowed upon the” faithful ſees 
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. SERMON Es = 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt.—But if we take the 


| . and deſpair ? Whereas Chriftianity gives us 


the righteous: That though our ſins be as 


and that if we unfeignedly repent of thetn, 
there is a fountain opened in "ths blood of 0 _ 


extends our hopes beyond the views of rea- 
ſon ? Is not morality and religion the ſame? 
Do not the laws of virtue and the laws of 


Lord and Maſter; the moral' man 
the law, the Chriſtian regards the lawgiver 3 


thority, 3 
rms character * obedience, - 3 


caſe as it really is, and ſuppoſe that this ſame 


moral man, inſtead of acting up to the ſtan- 
dard of moral rectitude, violates the laws of 


his creation every day in his thoughts, words, 


and deeds, where is that principle in all the 


province of reaſon that can ſupport his hopes, 
or even preſerve his mind from being diſtreſſed 
with all the painful feelings of fear, anxiety, 


ground to believe, that if we fin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, even Jeſus Chriſt 


ſoarlet, * ſhall be made white as ſnow; 


Jeſus, for fin and for uncleannefs. — Now 
what is that circumſtance in Chriſtianity that 


Chriſt coincide: with one another? The dif- 
ference lies in this, that the moral man acts to 
pleaſe himſelf, the Chriftian to pleafe his 


and it is this regard to Chriſt and to his au 
that ſtamps a peculiar value upon the 
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—— for duty that is eaſy, chearful, 95 1 


unconſtrained, and through the encouraging 


promiſes of him who is faithful and true, ſe- 
cures to him every thing that is great and 


good, even grace and ſtrength, comfort and 
rotection here, with the ſure and tranſport- 


= 3 We eternal ! and 2 5 : 


BOY us Hacked; at ate times . 
that we are not under the law of nature, but 
under the law of grace; that we profeſs to be 
the diſciples and ubjects of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


chat all our hopes of happineſs are founded =. 1 
bim, and in him only, — If we would make 


"theſe ſentiments familiar to us by frequent 
contemplation, we ſhould be always readily . 
 lfpoſed to devote our whole fouls and bodies 


to his ſervice ; we ſhould regard his authority - ; 


as the ſupreme law of our lives, and what- 
ever we do, whether in word or deed, 'we- 
"ee. do all in the name & the Lord 


' To 83 us t 60 10 tie « a 
bett on the many tender condeſcending me- 
thods he has uſed to gain our affections, and 
to endear himſelf to us. Did he not leave 


28 


of a time all the glory and e of hes 


ä ven. 
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1 ven, ad go through the various wreidud- 
"neſs of human life? Did he not patiently un- 
dergo a moſt cruel. infamous, and accurſed 
death, and ſuffer the dreadful wrath of an 
incenſed. God, that he might deliver us from 
ruin and deſtruction, and open up a paſſage 

by which we might enter the bliſsful regions 

of everlaſting day? Is he not by bis Goſpel 
Nil} inviting us, in the moſt affectionate man- 
ner, to come to him that we may Have life, 
and ſetting before us every conſideration that 
can move the heart of man, to awaken all our 
powers, and animate us to every branch of 
our Chriſtian obedience? Is not bis law, in 
the proper ſenſe of the word, indeed a law . ; 


Jove? And have not Chriſtians found to their 


experience, that his yoke is eafy,. and his 

burthen light ?—In what a mild and gentle 
manner does he exerciſe that authority ov, 
us, which the Father hath put into his hands? 
Fo eaſy, how. delighifully eaſy bis fway? 
© He has, it is true, ſet before us a moſt perfect 
ſtandard of obedience, to an exact conformi- 
ty wherewith we are bound at all times to 
aſpire; but if at any time, through weak 
neh, through inadveriency, through tempra- 

tion, we fall ſhort. of the rule of duty, he 
has himſelf promiſed to be our advocate; to 
ie for us FEPEDIARCE, parton and ac- 
5 12 5 | Ceprante. 
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| | - _  » /hereor hereafter: Every thing therefore that 


4 N part of Chriſtians here, we ſhall be entitled to 


95 7, 
15 ce, —His laws are 905 far Bonn 1 TTY + 
1 25 neceſſary and oppreſſive, that they are all cal- 

culated to make us wiſe and happy, to guard 

us from the evils of life, or to ſupport us 
under them, to diffuſe peace, ſerenity and 
joy, over the human heart, and to fill the 
-foul with the tranſporting hopes of glory, 
honor, and immortal bleſſedneſs in heaven. 
And can we withold our profoundeſt regards 

from the perſon and authority of ſo mild, ſo 
condeſcending, ſo benevolent a mgſter ? The 
commands of Chriſt point out the only poſſi- 
ble way by which we can be happy, either 
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_ 
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conduces to make our duty our delight, muſt 
be of the higheſt conſequence to us; a 
affectionate regard to Chriſt, and to his au- 
thority, will ſweeten every act of obedience, +» 
and make us run with pleaſure in the path he 
has ſet before us. Let us therefore cultivate 
 » this divine principle with the greateſt ardor 
| Pr 1 our breaſts, that under its happy influence 
we may not only do whatever Chriſt requires of 
us, but may do it chearfully and with all our 
might, for his ſake. Thus ſhall our obedi- _ 
ence be truly evangelical, and by acting the 


- hare in the Chriſtian's reward hereafter: God 


"grants It may be ſo, and to Nang be praiſe. 
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PURE IN THEIR OWN EYES, AND YET 
ts NO WASHED FROM THEIR FILTHI- 


NESS. 


HERE is not any thing in mor 
| harder to account for, than that 
t which prevails amon 
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them to impoſe upon themſelves; both in re- 


and their 


particular actions and behavior: While ſome 


* , 


le deliberately act a part inconſiſtent with 


have formed of good and 
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men; and leads 
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evil, right and wrong, fit and unfit, without 4 
any conſiderable 8 
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their own ſtate and condition, when the moſt. 
— enquiry would be ſufficient to con- 
"vince them, that they have not the leaſt title 
to ſpeak peace or quiet to themſelves. —The 
conduct of the prophet Balaam may be 
adduced as a itanding monument of the truth 
of the firſt caſe ; nor can we open our eyes 


and look road: us, without obſerving num 


berleſs inſtances of this laſt one — Though, 
indeed, the prophet was ſenſible, has. it 
would be an act of the greateſt impiety, to 
curſe that people whom the Lord had bleſſed, 
und therefore durſt not do a thing ſo directly 
contrary to the con viction of his own mind; yet 


being fond of the reward of iniquity, he dreſſes 


up bis wickedneſs in a new form, adds a few 
palliating circumſtances to diſguiſe the malig- 


nity of it, in order to make it paſs off more 
,calily with himſelf, and thus, at laſt, comes 


to ſin againſt the whole meaning and R 
of that prohibition which no conſideration 


An the world could prevail with him to go 


againſt the letter of. Nor is bis conduct at 


all, in this reſpect, ſingular or uncommon; it 


has a foundation in the diſorders and imper- 
fections of human nature; and the like cauſes 


will be always ſure to produce the like effects. 


As we cannot be eaſy, while we are under the 
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if our ſenſe of good and 3 es 10% 
riſe to the ſame degree of ſtrength with 
which the appetite prevails, we are apt in that 
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caſe to follow the example of the nn, 5 3 _ 


and caſt about in our own thoughts 


à method of gratifying our wiſhes; as does 
not ſo immediately or directly interfere Wii 
our regard to the rules of our duty, ang 

hereby not only obtain the enjoyment of the 
particular object we had in view, but ſit dowu N — 

Fs ſatisfied in the conſciouſneſs, of: our.own-ima- ' ]ñ: hʒ 


- ginary virtue; or if it happens, that à par- 
 ._ . _ticular-paſſion operates upon us with a force 
ſiupesior to the other principles of our He 
our ſenſe of, good and evil is in that caſe 

loſt in the tumult, the dictates of our con- 

ſcilences are not attended to, but, on the con- 
trary, we ſuffer ourſelves to be hurried head- 
long into action, without taking the trouble 


ableneſs of our choice; nay, nor even manßỹ 
times fo much as the propriety or impropricty | 
2 the means we. uſe to obtain it, it happen- 


. ing here as in the caſe. of inanimate bodies, 0 | 
--where the motion is always determined ©: N 

1 - ihe influence and diredion of the greater e 
__- force — Hence it is, that when the -paff wow 

: 0 once gratified, and the violence of it ſub- „ 5 I 
des o as our eee its proper 1 8 by 


a. 


e 


to conſider, the reaſonableneſs or -unreaſon- · 2 1 


5 op > i 
- + 


uuthority, and become 
In dur frame, we are apt to feel thoſe inward 
remorſes of conſcience which, if carefully in- 
dulged, will be ſure to terminate in a true 


% 8 E M M O MN x. 
ecomes the leading principle 


and unfeigned repentance: Or, if this is 
. ineda ſtent with our preſent N 


ſs, we are ready to ſtifle the troubleſome 


conviction of our minds, by framing a thou: 


ſand excuſes, and contriving ſome kind of „ 
neceſſity to juſtify the part we have ated, : 
which we did not once think of at the time 


when the ae ptevailed.—Now this is 
what may properly be called unfairneſs; diſ- 


honeſty, and falſenels of heart, by which 
people, to avoid the reproaches of their-own 


"Minds, and create a falſe peace to themſelves. 


either fancy the circumſtances they were in, 


"which they are ſure to aggravate in their 
thovghts, plead a ſufficient excuſe for them, 


or endeavor deliberately to explain away the 

guik and unreaſonableneſs of their conduct, 7 
Which happens moſt frequently in theſe in- 
ances where the preciſe boundaries betwixe 
Viuirtne and vice are not Wy to be de- 
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Sarfeives relate only to particular actions and 
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with which we judge of bor 0 1 
; any and form a 5 of our real 
worth. That people are very apt to be miſ- = 
taken in relation to the value they put upoõn 
themſelves, is a truth too glaringly abvicws: = 
toe be denied; whence elſe comes it about 
that a great many aſpire to places of truſt ang 
_ employments, which upon trial, and a due ex ð ͤ 
amin ation, they are found ſhamefully unqua«, 2 
| Eu 1 for? Whence is it that perſons "= 

3 lewd and impions, and who, in ſpite of - 

| the arts they may uſe to prevent it, cannot 
help now and then turning their thoughts: 
eternity, and conſidering how "they 
ſtand in the affections of that Being, who has 
_ everlaſting happineſs and miſery ar his dif- 
l hence is it, I ſay, that ſuch people 
can tamely indulge themſelves in their. profil» 70 | 
gate and wicked practices, without any vio- „ 


* N * 


| lent interruption. to the peace of their own! * 
5 minds? This ſute can be owing to 7 N 
„ elſe but the methods they take to 1 | 

- uUpor i themlelves in relation to Abet real | 


wafters; it being impoſſible for rationlt * 7} 
— who have any notions of happi- cg "i 
- neſs beyond the preſent, to make themſelves 
_ cafy under the view of inevitable ruin; ſo that 

the r four tranquility they enjoy, can have no 

5 other rce Hwy: an ill a . e 6 
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Beuſion that they are not of the number of 
them whom divine juſtice makes it neceffary 
for the Creator of the world to puniſh—Such - | 
.- miſtakes, as they are attended with the moſt 
t. fatal conſequences, ſo it cannot miſs to add to 
- the gloomineſs of the proſpect, when we con- 
ſticder that there are few or none of our own 
ſpecies but are liable to fall into them; the. 
diſeaſe is founded in the imperfection of i: 
man nature, and is therefore in ſome degrees | 
or other univerſal; it has obtained in all ages, 
and among all ranks and denominations of 
men; ſo that the obſervation is as old as the 
; cy of Solomon, That there is a generation 
: in their own eyes, and yet is not waſhed 
| their filthineſs.—We are all ready | 
enough to acknowlege the truth of it, in the 
caſe of others, but are very unwilling to ap- 
ply" it, in any inſtance, to ourſelves, 'though' 
= by this very thing we make it plainly appear, 
* bow much we are under the power and influ- 
e.nce of it. In the mean time, as it is of the 
utmoſt importance to our real intereſt to be 
gaautioned againſt all miſtakes of this nature, 
it will not, 1 hope, be thought foreign to the 
deſigu of che obſervation lin the text, to enk 
deavor to ſhew, what that is in the mind t 
_ 1 rp te A foundation | for . _— 
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by 
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gives him ſo many aue. to deceive and, 


e wie Han himſelf. 1 "of e * 


£ 5 
r 
£ - 

4 


ſiders the frame of human nature, and we 
various affections by which it is moved, will 
be eaſily perſuaded, that a very particular 
regard to ourſelves is wrought in with the moſt 
eſſential part of our conſtitution. This prin- 
= is to be found among men, in all the 
different degrees of it: Where it ariſes from 
a conſciouſneſs of one's real merit, and bears 
a juſt proportion to truth, it is ſo far from 
being blameable, that it is a natural ſource of 
2 and worthy actions, and diſpoſes 
men for the moſt part to avoid the prac- 
tice of thoſe things that are inconſiſtent with 


the ſenſe they have formed of their in ward 


dignity and value: But as it is ſeldom con- 
fined within due bounds, ſo wherever it pre- 


vails in an immoderate degree, it diſguiſes a 


man's heart to himſelf, conceals his blemiſhes 


and imperfections from his view, baniſhes'all 


_ jealouſy and ſuſpicion. in relation to his — a] 
Character, and leads him- to believe that all 
is right and well with. him, when every body 


elſe, if they are not very much miſtaken, are 
very certain that it is far otherwiſe. People, 


* * are — the influence of 1 1 
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| paſſion, ſeldom examine the principles of their 
own actions, or the motives by which they 
are determined; but from the violence of this 
_ ay: to themſelves, eaſily take it for granted, 


hat they are exactiy ſuch as they ought to 


be, and thus indulge in their heads all 
thoſe falſe ſentiments that ſerve to gratify this 
_ principle of fondneſs or pp iſ and turn 
an unattentive eye ta whatever might hurt, 
aer come in competition with it. Hence it 
is that, of all others, they are the greateſt 
ſtrangers to their own characters, and are fo. 
itle acquainted with what paſſes within, that 
eren rd to ſuch moral 
reprooſs and / inſtrudtions as occaſiohally come 
in their way, being perfuaded in their own 
minds that theſe have no relation, and are 
by no means applicable to them. Hence it is 
alſo that men are apt un think themſelves un- | 
y dealt by, if others are preferr 


2 which e 


Worth gives them a ſuperior title to; and 


I- natured paſſions which diſcover themſelves 4: 
in caſes of competition and rivalſhip, and de- 

termine people to bring * in their ima- 
on, down to their own level, when they 


I chat they cannot aſcend in a regular way 
e eee 8 
8 1 | 


from this eg 


dio our real characters, may be the mare am 


5 — a little back, and obſerve the progreſs 


Be ſages of life. 80 ſoon as we come into the 
world, and begin to take notice of cn . 
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miſtaken notions, both with reſpe&"to#vour 
real and comparative worth, that it may be 

juſtly aſſigned as one ground for the truth 
of the obſervation in 1 text, That there is 
a generation pure in their on by age _ yer 
is not-waſhed from their Ethineſs;. H RI 
8 n 2 d 3 Boy WIT * 
In odd place, iPeople 1 frequent - 
ly take occaſion to impoſe upon themſelves * 
from a principle of ſelf love, which conſiſta 
ina ſtrong and commanding deſire of happi- 
neſs in general, and an averſion to miſery and 
pain. Now that the influence of this prigols” 
ple, in the miſtakes we fall into, in relatiioa 


tinctly obſerved, it will be neceſſary to take 


q the mind's operations, in the different 


— find ourſelves ſurrounded with an 
morable variety of objects, approving the 
ſelves to our ſenſes by all the charms-of 


_ lie 8 * . en cor 


| n regard to ourſelves, to inſpire wait, 


velty and deauty; and as it — | 
the mind in its infant ſtate, - to be! entertained 
with pleaſures of a+ moral nature, ot fuch _ 
ideas as reſult from» refleQion, it muſt necef- ; 
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jecte; gain ſtrength by indulgence, 
. themſelves into ſettled and in - 


| conſcience and refleQion,. 1 well as the amia- 
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n ſtom without, and 1 
ſations as are moſt obvious, and make the 
dleepeſt impreſions. Sounds and — 
- taſtes and ſmells,. with their various modifica 
tions, are uſually the chief employment of 
our thoughts in our younger years : As theſe 
in a manner force themſelves upon us, where- 
ever we turn our eyes, without any trouble 
on our part to procure them, ſo the pleaſure, 
we receive from them: the higheſt we 
have then any notion of, muſt neceſſarily raiſe - 
Hur deſires and engroſs our attention, till be 4 
n long acquaintance they become ſo 1 

fumiliar as to loſe their freſhneſi; at which 
time they give place to enjoyments of a dif- 


fleerent order, and leave men at leiſure to pur- 


ſue the 


C 5 of avarice or ambition, luxury 


— neee eee ee. 8 
 eation,'-or the 
bodies render aher nend or other of them 
| _ moſt. ; 


'gonſtitption of their 


and when once they are 
y engoped in purſuits of this kind, the = 
f which they are the proper ob- 

and co ne 


corrigible” habits; {Whereas the powers of 


ble 


tions to virtue and goodneſs, be- 


irg but ſeldom called out to emerciſe, come 
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by degrees to loſe their influence, and haye s 1 4 
our immoderate- deſires. By which, the pro- 135 


e ee our affectious not being care- 


| per balance of 1 thoſe of an inferior ſort 


5 


ory 


« © 


rays 


| -aſſone the government of us, and lead us to 
© violent purſuit of fuch gratifications a afe 


inconſiſtent with the deſign of our rational 


natures, and in e eee tobe __ 
highly prejudicial to our beſt and trueſt i- 
8 Accordiugliy, when by ſome accident — 
or other, we happen to be interrupted in obe 


courſe. of - our enjoyments, and obliged to 
look into the ſtate of our own minds, we an 
obſerve nothing there but the greateſt diſor= 
der, tumple- and confuſion ; and as a prof- | 
pect of this kind cannot mils. to affect. us 
with a very ſenſible nneaſineſs, ſo a principle 


of {elf-loye, 0 avoid the painful ſenſation, = 


will readily determine us to turn W 
another way. In the ſame manner 


. A e ee eee 
ſcene or other, enough to ſatisfy him that 
it is very diſagreeable, — ap nc be 3 
may not have a more particular or diſtiu rt 


view of its ſeveral deformitles; juſt ſog men 


. find that the ſurvey of themſelves, their own 


heart and temper, their own: life and coaver- 55 
ee Von. 5 
2 5 


\ 


. "are not as they ought to be, ther 


> 1 joyments, which, he cannot miſs to know, are 
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turn away, will not go over particulars or 
look deeper, leſt they ſhould find more 
amiſs; but on the contrary, give themſelves 
up to the purſuit of ſuch objects as tend 


more effectually to the preſent peace and 9 5 
t 


of their minds. Now as we cannot attain 
the knowlege of a thing to which we never 


gave any attention, and as a commanding 


* 


aberſion to pain prevents our attending to 


the difordered ſtate of our own minds, it is 


nd wonder that we fall into a great many miſ- 
takes in relation to our real characters? and 


imagine ourſel ves to be what in reality we are 


not. Nay, though a man ſhould have the re - 
ſolution to look into his own heart, aud turn 


- bis thoughts home upon himſelf, yet when he 


obſerves how far matters are wrong with him, 


bow much he is involved, and what a world 


cf trouble be muſt neceſſarily put himſelf. to, 
before he can reſtore them to their: 


proper 
order; the proſpebt of ſo much uneaſineſs 
has a natural tendency to enfeeble his powers 


of action, to diſcourage the attempt, and re- 
turn bim back to the purſuit of theſe very en- 


the unhappy ſource of all theſe diſorders 
which he feels within: And what uſually bears 
3 this * WOE fine hopes tha 
| * 
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he may, and half reſolves that he will, ſome 
time or other, go through with that reforma- 1 955 


tion, which a regard to his preſent eaſe will 
not allow him to ſet about till afterwards.— 


Whenever the diſmal ſtate of his affairs comes 


acroſs his thoughts, theſe imaginary TT 
preſent themſelves at the ſame time to his 


view, and the merit of ſuch reſolutions con- 
tributes to give preſent caſe to his mind, and 
makes him fancy himſelf to be a much better 


man than he really is. So that an exceſſive 


rinciple of ſelf-love, or an immoderate de- 


re of eaſe and pleaſure, and an averſion to 
. miſery and pain, has a wretched tendency to 
keep a man ignorant of his own character, 


to lead him into a great many miſtakes in re- 


lation to his real worth, and to involve him in 
the ſame ſelf deception wh thoſe perſons - 
N in the text, w ho are pure in their” 


filthineſs, | _ 
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"HERE 18 A GENERATION THAT "ARE 


PURE IN THEIR OWN EYES, AND YET. 
"WH NOT Mara FROM THEIR" FILTHI- 


HAT men are very apt to fall into 
miſtakes, both in relation to their gene- 
kal characters and their particular actions and 
behavior, and that theſe miſtakes are often 
| — pernicious to our beſt and true 
 4ntereſts; are truths, melancholy truths, con- 
I firmed 
tion; ſo that it muſt be allowed of the gr 
eſt conſequence to us to be properly cantioned 
againſt every thing this nature; and that we 


every day's experience and obſerva- 5 


1 
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them, I thought it would be of ſome uſe to 
3 engcquire a lirtie into their genuine ſource, and 
ö examine the cauſes from which they moſt 
5 commonly proceed. — ln the former di courſe, 
1 obſerved, in the firſt place, that theſe miſ- 
takes are ſometimes owing to that very particu- 
lar regard to ourſelves, which is wrought:1 in 
with the moſt eſſential part of our conſtitu« 
tion, and which, where it prevails in an im- 
moderate degree, diſguiſes a man's heart to 
huimſelf, conceals his imperfections and ble- 
| miſbes from his view, baniſhes all jealouſy 
RE... ſuſpicion in relation to his moral charac- 
- ._  *ter, and leads him to beſieve that all is right 
And well with him, when every body elſe, 
if they are not very much miſtaken, are very 
certain that it is far . 1 en 


, " | 


way the ſecond ce;/ "Thin « people t- 
* take ſecond pic impoſe u ee 
from a principle of ſelf- love, which — 
in a ſtrong and commanding deſire after hap- 
2 Tate in general, and an averſion to mi 
and pain. When perſons firſt begin to look 
at home, to ſurvey ele own heart and temper, 
their own life and converſation, ' ſenſible FR | 
far matters are wrong with them, how much 
— are nen _ _ a e 
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/ der walk neceſſarily e to bee | 


_ they can rectify and help them; the painfal | 


= readily diſpoſes them to turn their 
thoughts another way, by which means P 
_ _ remain/perfett ſtrangers to their true charac- 
ters, and from ſome faint purpoſes. 
reformation, conclude that all in due time 


of an after 


will be right and well with them; and thas 


fancy e ene to i hee in 1 oy 
. a not. , e 


"TH f ha. e 0 


jr es oor third —_— tals: — | 
ſervabls that example, education, and the 


wrong uſe of names, lay a foundation many 
ttimes for people's impoſing upon themſelves, 
both in relation to their general 
and their particular conduct and behavior ion 
Human nature is ſo conſtituted as to be ca- 


pable of improvement in no other way, but 
by the means of obſervation; and inſtruc- 
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characters 
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tion; fo that in our younger years eſpecially, © 
our lenſe of things, or our notions of good _ 

and evil, are intirely at the -merey' of thoſs 0 
we converſe with, or who bave. the care of 
dur education; and it frequently happens ll 
chat the ſenfimehts we take in at that time 
run through the whole of Our lives, and are 
never after wards called in queſſion- A thou- 

| Ke ons examine 
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ing the reaſonableneſs or unreaſonablenels of 
out opinions, want of time or opportunities, | 
or perbaps the want of a proper diſpoſition, 3 
ä may determine us to take for that 
”  they-are- agreeable to truth and the nature of 

the caſe, — a very little: pains would be 
= — 1 107. aeg us ps * are far 


= "We are * . 598 33 . 
which are faſhionable, are at the ſame time 

laudable and praiſe-worth * and the particu - 

lar vices in vogue are juſtiſied by the man- 1 

vers and authority of thoſe who practiſe 1 
F ther, | Accordingly, for the moſt part, 've 
1 ee ae ed characters by Ge rend 5 
| or diſregard we ſee paid to them by the coun- 
try we live in, and never ſuſpe& ourſelves to 
be in the wrong, while we act in conformity 

to the cuſtoms and faſhion of the place. 80 
chat if iniquity be eſtabliſhed- by a law, or if. 
What is of worſe influence, it be eſtabliſned 


1 by the law of faſhion, we can calmly and 
deliberately indulge ourſelves in the practice 
+ . of it, and at the ſame time fancy we are in- 


end clean from our ne. 
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ddlence 9 and are fully ſatisfied — 
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EF 


| parents and tators think chemſelves 


they take to be religion and virtue; if theſe. 


happen to be falſe, as it is an hundred chances 7 


to one but they are ſo, the biaſs encreaſes 
with our till at laſt, not being able to 
call to mind the time when we became firſt 
acquainted with them, we Proceed to look 
upon them as if they were in ſome — 
original afid innate, and conſequentiy ſacred = 
and indiſputable; and are ſo far from ads 
ing the truth of them ourſelves, that we'take 

i exregiouly amiſs to have them called is 
ion or contradicted by others. Thus a 

| rear many indulge themſelves in a courſe of 
ſuperſtition or falſe virtue, in a blind obe- 


are in the right, becauſe they cannot allow 
ane to think that their fathers cb 


| om been in the wrong; and it is the-pecus 
Har unhappineſs: of perſons who take their 
ſemiments- merely from education; that their 

„ prejudices are of all others the moſt ſtubborn 
and inveterate, and diſpoſe them to ſnut their 
minds againſt every thing that might ſerve to 


give them better — they feel none 


ot theſe doubts or ſuſpicions within, which 
are apt to make men jealous of the truth of 


dbeir W or the . and ee, 


to impreſs our minds with ſentiments of what. 
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ther, adultery, kenne 
Ron, and the like, are names no ſooner heard, 
dut they excite in us the idea of — 


© eannor think of them but with abhorrence 
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tinued practice, have thrown an effectual bar 


in the way of every thing of that kind, and 


_ conſequently they make themſelves quite hap- 


py in the apprehenſion of their own inno- 


cence, when at the ſame time they are very | 
far from being waſhed . _—_— Ar * 


i 40 1 


oh Once more: People very ebene funde them-" 


ſelves to be uoghtleily betrayed” into the 


practice of vice, dy a wrong application of 
names to ſuch things and actions as do by 
no means belong to them. We are taught 


ſrom our infuney to entertain a certain regard 


5 : io particular words and ſounds, and to look 


upon others as odious and ill-deſerving : Mur · 
fal ſhood, drunkenneſs, rebel- 


ſhocking,” infamous, and of ill-deſert; © we 


and yet when the ſame actions happen to be 
gilded” over with the ſpecious appellations of 
honor,' courage, gallant yp hs policy, or pub- 

nie ſpirit, we not only ourſelves to be 


h : impoſed 9 re rey | bur 2 our con- 
duct to our own thoughts, and think we have 
. done nothing criminal. Thus the man who 


hea! * abbor* this” h 15 mur. 


A Dy 
- 1 5 2 1 
1 


i / ; 1 
i x. ; N ba | . 3 ; f 1 3 | 9 7 ES 4 


8 * 1 1 0 * x. W 9 
4 his friend, will nevertheleſs fanc 3 m- 4 
ſell obliged in honor to ſend him to ä 
world, on account of ſome trifling and WM 
haps but imaginary affront, - Lewdneſs and 
proſtitution are palliated by the ſofter names 
of gallantry and a genteel amour; and an 


ill- natured oppoſition to the moſt Juſt and 
reaſonable meaſures of government, is ſancti- 


fied by the generous epithet of publie Ipirilt 


and love to our country. But there is not a 
Word in any language that has been more 
ahpuſed and proſtituted to ſerve more infamous 
and unworthy purpoſes, thau that of zeal: 
Inſtead of ſignifyiag a diſpaſſionate regard to 
God, and a hearty diſpoſition to pen 
| Intereſts of truth and virtue among men by 
rational argument, by good example, by mo- 


ET deration and forbearance; it has been made to 


ſtand for furious hatred, bitter wrath, the-ſpirit - 

of party, and has given ſanction to all the 

unnatural methods of oppreſſion. 1 | 
tion, and deſtruction. While the apoſtle 
Paul, before his counerſion; petiveniat> the 


yy | Chriſtiats from place to place, with all che 


envenomed rancor of an angry bigot, the rage 


ol his temper appeared to him under the no- 


tion of a commendable-zeal, and he thought 5 
that in rooting. Chriſtianity - and Chri | 


from. the WY be my TY good . vj 
| 14; = 47%. | | 05 ſer vice. . | : 


* 


3 mod — to. 
_ from beaven to conſume. - 

| — fancied they were animated 
do his glory, when at the jan 


the of Cad, 9 


| he leaſt xemorle, 4 5 | 


y.proceeded f to n 


— name 0 * 

4 proſtitute God's —— in — his 
Spears the name of Chriſt to agatbe- 
| matize and deſtroy thoſe whom Chriſt died to 
are. © Such-/are- the dreadful. conſequences = 
chat, follow from being guided. by human an- 
_ thority; by human example, or by the mere 
ſonud of names, that quan — — | 
Ce ; 
1 9 Into | 


- 
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| £2; "5 wo heplore ͤ ‚———— 
ng." who charadter' of an arbitrary 4 


65 one thing and in 


da 8-20) to imitate him, ibs 


e . ENS . 5 . 
_  -tunities of improvement to ſome than to 
bc "others; that he has given them a revelation 
hard in ſome things to be underſtood, and 
that nevertheleſs in theſe very inſtances, he 
bas commanded an exact conformity of ſenti- 
ments and religious faith to a great variety of 
articles, and that too under the penalty of 
eternal condemnation: Such a falſe and ab- 
ſurd view- of the divine adminiſtration would 
tf}, not only ſerve to diſturb the peace and quiet 
F but would naturally lead men to 
| © © propagate religion by force, and to perſecute 
and deſtroy all thoſe who could not poſſibly 
| , | © bring themſelves to ſubſcribe to the fame. 
creed, and believe the ſame articles of faith. 
g That theſe are the genuine conſequences of 
ſioch ſentiments, will be undeniably evident 
to thoſe who allow themſelves to look abroad 
Aiꝛnto popiſh countries, where unity in the faith 
is thought ſuch an eſſential branch of true 
kreligion, that the ſalvation of mankind is 
F deemed to depend upon that ſingle point; 
ſo that thoſe unfortunate perſons. who cannot 
come up to it, as they believe the Almighty 
will damn them hereafter, they think theni- 
| "ſelves obliged; as hib vicege gerents and deputies, 
to damn and deſtroy . here; and it is 
| _ certain, chat the ſume cauſe, where it is ul - 
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1 the * effects. For as religion con- 


ſiſts in forming our tempers and conduct to 4 
conformity with the image and example of 
the Deity, theſe who entertain miſtaken ap 
prehenſions of him, will thereby prepare for 
' themſelves a falſe ſtandard of adion, and will 
thus be unavoidably betrayed into a' great 
many exceſſes and inconſiſtences of a 
"OY their conſtiences all the while approving 'and _ 
po ne. them as if they were truly religi- 


by which means they will enjoy that in- 


5 e peace and ſerenity of mind, which ac- 
companies the practice of real goodneſs and 

virtue, and while they are doing the works 
3 the Deyil, will readily think 5 


ey are act- 
ing a part highly. TP. i. the a of 


"a Creator. 9 
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A0 as wrong apprehenſtas.o concernin i 


mighty God, contribute to involve us in 4 al | 
many miſtakes in relation to our real 'charac- - 
ters; ſo we are no leſs apt to impoſe upon"our- 
| ſelves, byentertaining falſe notions of goodneſs | 
and religion, and by making that the ground of 
divine acceptance, which does not id the na- 
_ . tureof the thing entitle'us to it. For though 
revelation hath taught us what is good," ang 
what the Lord requireth of us, yer daily*e! Y : 
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8 have ſubſtituted ſomething elſe in the room 


: 2 taught, that repentance, faith, and a 


dine repentance, . how. many are there 
| think to atone for their faults, and render the / 


1 


mm s * * M o N AU. 
of men, finding the p ractice of real relig gion 


inconſiſtent with their FE Scite laſts and 5 


it, and ſatisfy themſelves with a form of — 4 
lineſs, While they remain abſolute ſtrangers to 
the power of it. Our bleſſed Savior hath ex- 


oly obedience, are the neceſſar conditions 


3 — 8 happineſs both here and hereafter 
and. = - 


that without them we can never expe 


0 ſee [the face of God in mercy. And yet 
how often do men impoſe upon themſelves, 


in relation to every one of theſe, and take up 


Wich ſuch terms of falyation as can never in 


the nature of things qualify them for the en- 
Joyment of it, and which God has no > 
declared be wil 225 0 of? For, as to the 


{t of theſe, lasted of a true 20d 7 


f * . 2 SEM 85 
f Firſt = 
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Deity propitions to them, by uſing a great many 
+arbatons and inhuman ſeverities upon them- 


4 if the mercifnl God 2 never bet · 
i than when we do ſomething very 
40 leaſing 5 as if he were Ly | 
delighted with the miſery and torment of his 
"EMKUCES, and to beccrucl and unmerciful to 


| that men may be very ſerere to their bodies, | 


[i 25 to viſit our Savior's fe 


ELLE ELF 111. 


com paſſi. on towar wards us? This was the reli 
| E the antient Phariſees; they fafted twice a 
1 and fancied themſelves ſuperlatively 
2 upon that account, is if the proper way 
rify the ſtomach from the dregs of a 


| bo" nas was ſufficient 'at the ſame time to * 


purify the conſcience from the guilt of it: 
Aud indeed, it were to be wiſhed; that a 
great many who pretend to be Chriſtians, did 
not fooliſhly imitate them in this reſpect, by 
impoſing ſtrict penalties and corporal ſeveri- 
_ tes . themſelves, by abſtaining from ſeve- 
tts of meats and drinks, by watching 
TH afflicting their bodies with ſeveral ſorts c 


rigors; whereas one ſevere reſolution 2 - 


5 ood life well proſecuted, is 2 chouſand times 
ter than all this. For ex perience 


and compaſſionate to their luſts : The Phan, 

| ſees faſted often, but they devoured widows | 

2 is poſſible that men may kill chem 

_ elves by corporal auſterities, and yet never 
: 85 one luſt; they may ſubmit to a thou 


e ern and yet never truly repent af 
n; they may turn pi ilgrims, and go us . 


i chre, and yet never know the power of "bis 
A that faſting, where _ 
it! is han pad © enough - 

" irument. . 
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inſtcument of religion ; but where the means 
are ſubſtituted in place of the end, where it 
is made to ſtand for a godly ſorrow for ſin, 
and comes in the room of it, it is a falſe and 
- _ Impious ſuperſtition, which will iofallibly de- 
ceive thoſe who depend upon it, and which 
God has;never required at any man's hand, — 
How: many are there likewiſe, who take up 
and ſatisfy themſelves with a mere ſorrow for 
TS, 


and as if they had nothing either further to 


do, or to be afraid of? It is indeed a good 
introduction to it, but the porch, though 
never ſo fair and ſpacious, is not the houſe it- 
ſelf. For it is not a great many conſtrained 
Habs and tears, it is not a mechanical Work: 
ing up of the paſſions to a rueful melancholy 
tone, which conſlitutes the true nature of 
penitential ſorrow, for ſin, or which God will 
accept and approve of: But it is ſuch a grief 
as touches the heart, diffyſes itſelf over the 
whole frame, and produces in the ſoul a con- 
ſtant, and. laſting averſion. to evil. Men be- 
fool themſelves infinitely, When by venting a 
IK igps and; grogay, | parting, the” finger, In 
tte eye, and whimpeting out a few melan- 
_ choly words, and concluding all with, Iwiſh 
J bad. never done ſo, and am reſolved never to 
do ſo more; they will needs perſuade them. 
I" * Ig 8 . . Wh. fe "ee ſelves : 
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15 flies 'they have W ben 1 5 f jan 


this very thing their hearts "have alf th 


While deceived =, and they really neither | | 


Wich the one nor reſolve . the other: But 


whether they do or not, it is certain, all tru 
8 penitential ſorrow muſt needs proceed much 


further; it muſt force and make its way into 


the very inmoſt corners and receſſes of the 
foul, muſt ſhake all the powers of ſin, and 
produce in the mind an unalterable reſolu- 


tion to depart from all manner of iniquity: 


For if our ſorrow for ſin carries us not thus 
far, let- it expreſs itſelf ever fo loudly and 


paſſionately, and diſcharge itſelf in never ſo 
many ſhowers of tears and vollies of ſighs, . 


yet by all this it can no more purify a man's 


heart, than the waſhing of his hands can 
cleanſe the rottenneſs of his bones,—-So dar 


_ Whoever. takes up with any thing leſs than 
this, however they may fatisfy themſelves 
with the notion of being true penitents, 
they embrice at beſt but a fond deluſion, 
and will one time or other meet with a 
dreadful. diſappointment. — I might alſo 
1 ſhew here, that miſapprehenſions concern- 
ing the Htature of religious faith, haye a 


tendency to lead us into miſtakes, bitte: 
with Fegard. to our characters” in 8 
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\ , PROVERBS, chap, xxx. ver. 12. 
TawERE 18 A GENERATION, THAT ARE © 
PURE IN, THEIR OWN EYES, AND YET 


i Nor WASHED FROM THEIR. FILTHI- 
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ſelf-deceit which prevails among men, a 


obſerved, that a particular regard to our- 
ſelves, which is wrought in with the moſt 
_ eſſential part of our conſtitution, naturally - 
leads us to form opinions. of burſelves more 
favorable many times than is conſiſtent with 
truth — That a principle of ſelſ- love, or a 
commanding deſire of caſe and pleaſure, and 
an averſion to miſery Ee pain — That ex- 
ample, education, and the wrong uſe of 


t 
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names, prove the foundation of numberleſs 


* 


miſtakes in relation to our general characters, 
as well as our particular actions and behavior. 
I obſerved farther, that we frequently im 
poſe upon ourſelves, by entertaining falſe no- 
tions of God and of religion: T hough revela- 


tion hath expreſsly taught us what is good, 


and what the Lord our God requireth of us, 

yet daily experience ſhews, that finding the 
practice of real ſubſtantial goodneſs incom- 
patüble with our favorite luſts and vices, we 
are but too apt to ſubſtitute ſomething elſe in 


— 


- the room of it, which when we have diſ- 


charged, we fancy ourſelves truly religious, 


and the very ſame that God would have us to 
be. This I propoſed to illuſtrate in the three 
great cardinal duties of the Chriſtian life, re- 
. pentance, faith, and obedience. Inſtead of a 
true genuine "Goſpel repentance, how many 
are there who ſatisfy themſelves with a mere 
unavailing ſorrow for fin ?—with faſting, or a 
partial abſtinence from certain kinds of meats 
and drinks? with pilgrimages, pennances, 
and afflicting their bodies with ſeveral ſorts 
of barbarous and inhuman ſeverities? and 
hen they have gone thfough a diſcipline of 
this kind, make themſelves perfectly eaſy, 
from a nd perſuaſion that they are real 
2 "RE ao Tod has: GOO for- 
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gen chem; when perhaps by all theſe, t 
| have not mortified one luſt, nor wiped''s 
the e ſpot of their moral filthineſs and 


8 * o 7 oy 


BYE: * faith 1 4s i plat che 3 
offices, and doctrines of the Son of God, is 
always repreſented in the New Teſtament as 
an indiſpenſable term of ſalvation, yet how 
often do people ſubſtitute an overbearing aud 
confident perſuaſion that Chriſt Jin will ive 
them, in room of that divine faith which 
the Goſpel requires as neceſſary to pleaſe 
God:? This is the cafe with thoſe who are 
willing to embrace Jeſus Chriſt, as a kind 
condeſcending Savior, and at the lame time 

will have none of bim to reign over them. 

They depend upon his merits and interceſſion 
while they 7 
government, ad live in the perpetual vio- 
lation of his juſt. and righteous laws: They 
take preſumption for faith, and their own” 
arrogance for” the work of "on. 9 f 
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with a mere ſpeculative belief of the articles 
of Chriſtianity, as if this were ſufficient to 
paris that Og h upon which their 
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iſe his authority, reject his 53 
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happineſs depends. It is true indeed, n or · 


then it muſt not reſt only in the head, but 
muſt deſcend from thence upon the heart and 
life, and be carefully proſecuted into all the 

_ _ Proper and genuine conſequences of it, other- 


wiſe it can do us no real ſervice. The apoſtle 


8 


wo dox faith is good fa far as it goes; but 


Paul puts this very caſe, That a wan may 


have the theory and knowlege of religion, 
and yet if it does not produce the fruits c 
a good life, it is abſolutely warth nothing. 


1 Corinth. xii. 2, Though I have the gift of 


prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries and 


All knowlege, nay, though I have all faith, 


= 


ſo that I could remove mountains, and have 


no charity, I am nothing. Aud indeed the 
reaſon is abundantly plain, becauſe the knaw- 
lege of religion is only in order to the prao- 


diute of it; and an article or propoſition of 


7 faith is but a very idle thing, if it does not 
à propoſition requires : And though the apoſile 


James has expreſsly aſſured us, that faith 
without works is dead, and that thoſe who _ 
. truſt to it, do but deceive - themſelves ; yet 


' . there are a great man ſolicitous about 
"2nd high 
know what the Scciptures, but eſpecially what 


te Councils and Fathers have n 2 | 


— 


tily concerned to 


Hg produce ſuch actions as the belief of ſuch 
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expreſsly forbidden in the word of God as 
any thing is there commanded to be believe. 
Wpbereas religion does not ſo much conſiſt in 

nicety and ſubtlety of belief, as in integrity 
ad innocency of life; and the trueſt and 
moſt orthodox faith in matters of religion, 
where it is not accompanied with an anfwer- 


able practice, is like the image preſented. to | 


| . Nebuchadnezzar in a dream, whole head was 


of fine gold, but the 1 15 and feet were iron 


15 and clay. 


"To de wen tim if + we . how: ts 
Wow and uncertain the meaning of the word 
Faith hath been rendered, by the interpreta- - 
tion of ſome of thoſe men who ſet themſelves. 
up for the ſpiritual guides of mankind, we need 
not be ſurprized to find that numbers have 
"fallen into Fiſtakes | in relation to the proper 


1 . 4 & * - 9 
2 * p 
os - 7 
4 ; . 1 
2 8 £ 
- 5 . , 
5 R * " 
7 o 4 
7 o * 
{ 
. 3 
* 
F 


ſuch a matter, and providing tba he. Tae bh 4 


what they call ſound in their Ne eaſily | 
excuſe themſelves for doing that which is as 


object and effects of it: What is infinitely _ 


| more aſtoniſhing, is, that that holy and chaſte _ 
. obedience which the Goſpel requires, ſhould, 
by the agement of deſigning men, - 9 
made to give place to the counterfeits of all 
religion, Sons enthuGaſm, and will- 
| INDE) and 1 * euls: ſaffer them- 


2 N # 


{bes GY 


* 1 2 
g 3 7 
a e 55 8 2s 
Fe C 5 
y + © 4 S . N 4 
: * A 
0 N 2 
7 J 
7 * Ne 
* "> 4 1 
1 5 KS | 
< 
Oo 204 9 NM XIll. 
» 
-4 
* — 
k * 


ſelves to be 60 far ipod upon, as to take 
up with theſe in room of that integrity of 
heart and uprightneſs of manners, which 
| ſeem to be the principal view of every divine 
. revelation. Nothing can be more NEW 
inculcated in the facred writings, than rig 
oufneſs, mercy, and ſobriety; to do ja 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God, | 
are always reprefented as the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, the very eſſentials of religion, 
and withoat which, all pretenſions to it are 
evidently groundleſs and vain.— And yet how 
_ ealy' is it to obſerye, that a great many take 
up wich a regard to ſuch things as Almighty 
God bas made no part of our duty, or ſatisfy 
themſelves with the uſe of the means and 
inftruments of religion, in place of the end and 
deſigwof it? They either on the one hand, 
ſubſtitute the commandments and traditions 
of men, in room of the authority of the 
great God, or, Which is equally pernicious, 
are etremely P inckual and exact in the atten- 
Ban they give to the poſitive inſtitutions of 
_ Chriſtianity, white they live in a ſcandalous 
| and ſhameful neglect of the moral and un- 
Alterable parts of it — The pilgrimages, the 
penancies, the bowings of the church f 
Rome, the idolatrous veneration they pay 


0 crew: to the * and follies of their ſaints 


muh 


5 | | | | and 
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regards to images and veſtments, erucifites, 


and childiſh reliques, and in a word, their 


blind ſubmiſſion to the ridiculous deerees of 


and councils, while in the mean time 
She they openly indulge themſelves in the viola- 


tion of all the rules of univerſal charity 
and metcy:: Theſe are glaring inſtances 


_ of the truth of the firſt caſe, and there 
is not any church in Chriſtendom that does 


not afford numberleſs examples of this laſt 
one. For even among ourſelves, how many 
| | round of a ſtated courſe of devotion, have 
ſpent ſome time in reading or hearing the word 


of God, have employed themſelves in pray- | ? i 


ing, communicating, or in religious con- 
verſation, think they have ſufficiently acted 
their part, and done Vil that God requires of 
them; when, in the mean time, they are not 
at any pains to examine, what influence theſe” 
religious exerciſes have had upon their lives 
| and tempers, and whether they have really | 


| contributed to make them either wiſer or 


"better ? Now perſons, by ſuch a manage- 5 


ment as this, impoſe egregiouſiy upon them- 
ſelves; for it is evident, that all theſe ee 


deſigned for ſome further and, greater pur - 
. 2 FE * and hear th. word of God, © 


75 o 2 3 * ; 
c 5x oO b# 
> % 
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are there, who when they have gone the 


"that | 


g F 
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that we may learn our duty to him and to 
one another, and be ſupplied with motives 
Proper to excite us to the praftice. of . 
e receive the bleſſed ſacrament, & order to 
' ivflame our love to God and to Jeſus Chriſt, 
to inſpire us with a real hatred of fin, and to 
AGtrengtben our reſolutiqus to a holy and vir- 
tuous life, and we addreſs our prayers to 
the Father of mercies, not only for ſuch ſpi- 
ritual and temporal bleſſings we ſtand in need 
of, but that by this religions exerciſe we 
may raiſe our minds to a capacity of receiv- 
ing them with gratitude, and a diſpoſition to 
make a wiſe and ſanctified uſe of them, which 


is the only temper and frame of heart that : 
can render vs the ſuitable objects of divine 
grace and bounty.— As this is the great de- 


- Gon Almighty God had in view in — 4 3 


them, thoſe who come ſhort of it, and ſatisfy 


” themſelves with the means,” while they are al- 


ther careleſs and indifferent about the 


Th end, do but deceive: rhemſelves, and the truth 


is not in them: Accordingly, we find our 


Lord and Savior hath aſſured us, That it is 


dot every one that! ons Us, Lond; Lords £ 
agdom ven, 1 


mall enter into the k 
he that doth the will of the Father that is in 
beaven —Tt is not a ſpecious regard to the 
- ru tircomiltancey” and appendages of 
2 N 5 — 


/ . 


8 E 13 OY 0 x xm. 20 +, 
Fun nor a hollow en ob ke 

1 nMgion, however flaming it may appear to de; 1 

it is not a punctual and conftant attendan tg 

upon ordinances, though of divine appoiat- I 

ment, that is ſufficient of. itſelf to do the buſi : 

| neſs; neither is it our being united to this or 

4 that religious ſect or party; much leſs an. 

| angry and bitter zeal ſpent in detending che 

pinciples we embrace, 'or the party 'we are 
united to; 1 ſay, it is not any one, nay, nor 

All of theſe together, however neceſſary s 

of them may be in their own room, that can 

render a perſon deſtitute of the grace of God, 

and the virtues of a good life, pleaſing nd 

acceptable to his Maker; for though men's _ 

_affeftions may be bribed and betrayed, yet . 

this ſure can never be ſuppoſed to be be 

e ſe with reſpe@ to God, rr 1 

eyery . of every kind. And therefore .  -} 

N we ate told, that at the day of judgment, thoſe. 4 

| who depend upon fuch frivolous grounds of of 

3 WI will find themſelves wretchedly  _ Þ 

+, diſappointed. It will not then be enough to 

_ repreſent to the udge of all the earth, that 

Ide has been taught in our ſtreets, or chat we 

- & Have attended the ordinances of his Golpel'; 


chat we have prophecied, caſt out devils, and 8 
1 done wany wonderful works in his name: 
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9 we have prayed ? how often we have 


communicated? or how confidently we have 


LE 8 l ?. But, how {incere we have beet in 
All theſe ? what good we have done? and 
bow uprightly we have lived? So that if we 


ſhall be found defective or careleſs in theſe re- 


0 ſpects, whatever our profeſſion, whatevet our 


"7 iotimations from 232 how they are to be- 


regard for the external offices of religion, may 


have been, we ſhall not be able to eſcape that 
dreadful ſentence, Depart from me, ye curſed, 


into everlaſting fire, ene.) for Lach devil 
1 8 ae his W 3 


ace more: | There are 1 . 9 


Inf ead of reſting ſatisfied with the word of 
God as a ſufficient rule of faith and manners, 
flatter themſelves that the ſupreme Being will 


condeſcend to make known his will by ſome - 


| inconceivable ſuggeſtion of it to their minds, 


for the direction of their conduct, eſpecially in 5 
the moſt remarkable occurrences of their lives: f 


Accordingly, inſtead of bringing their doubts 
and difficulties to the teſt of the ſacred Scrip- 


tures, they are apt to imagine, that theſe ſen» 


timents and affeQions- with which they find | 
. themſelves animated, upon their return from 
a ſolemn act of devotion, are undoubted im- 


preſſions of the Spirit of grace, and diſtin | 


r | babe, 
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1 ne being at pains to exawineiWhe» => 
ther theſe affections and ſentiments are agree”: 
able or diſagreeable to the rules of the Goſpel 
_ of Chriſt. It muſt be admitted, that in the fieſt. 3 
ages of the chureh, the Hely Spirit of GG ddt 
was pleaſed not only. to the e de . 5 I 
ings of the primitive Chriſtians to behold the . 
2 things contained in his law, and too 
renew their wills to the love and obedience of "2 
the truth, which bleſſed operations ſeem to be 
egqually neceſſary now as they were then, and 
they are what we have fill. reaſon to expect 
and depend upon; but over and above this, 
be alſo inſpired them with the knowlege f 
theſe 1 traths, which they had no other 
means to become acquainted with, and taught 
them in an extraordinary way the rules and 
1 of. their duty. But now that w have 
the whole mind and counſel of God, in ever 
3 that concerns our happineſs; ſet befor - 1 
us in the Goſpel of his Son, we have no re- 
ſon to expect any new revelation from above, 
or to beliere that the ordinary influences of 
bis Spirit are meant to give us any new notices 
of duty, but rather to illuminate our minds 
in the knowlege of that which we hare al- . 
y, and to diſpoſe our wills to a 5 


are affered tons in che Goſpel. Thoſe thereforrs 
ar a new We Anat C—_ + 
OL. 
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_ white lia word hes open for their direction, „ 
but indulge their own lazineſs, and are the 
1 of their own credulity; and if ſuch” 
© perſons ſhall allow themſelves to fancy, that 
their prejudices, which uſually encreaſe and 
gain ſtrength by a practice of this kind, are 
the genuine return of their prayers, and an 
intimation from the Spirit- of God how they 
"cught to behave ; there is no form of wick- 


_ edneſs ſo great, no act of villainy ſo attro- 


cious, but they may by the force of this de- 

luſion be unavoidably betrayed into; and -—"- - 

this has been many times the cafe in fact, is 
what every body muſt allow, who knows any 


| op think of biſtory or the world. How often 


have we heard of perſons,” who have pretend- 
_ ed à call or commiſſion from heaven, to do 
ſoch things as were abſolutely inconfiſtent 

with all the known rules of equity and juſ- 


tice? How many inſtances of perfecation for 


conſcience” ſake have ſprang: from this root 2 7 
and what ſtrange confuſion and diſorder it 
created iũ a neighboring country not a great 


many years ago, every body muſt certainly re- 


member. Nor are the perſons who pretend 8 


italwaysconſcious of the cheat; 8 are them- 


ſelves frequently deteived and impoſed upon; 


x add while they fancy they are ſo peculiarly 


2 as to be admitted to an intimate correſ- 


e and — — e and 
* 


| 10 weise immediate directions from 1 

| a:very little reflection would be ſufficient to 

convince them that ar ext down ee de 
15 waſhed from their filthineſs. 5 


Thus hw I; W to g 1 | ine ac- 


const of that partiality and ſelf-deceit which 


preps may — and leads them to im- 


| ſelves, as well in relation to 
Þ — characters, as to their particu- 
lar actions and behavior. IL am very ſenſible - 
the grounds of it I have mentioned, are not 
the only ones that might have been taken no- 
tice of, though I am apt to believe they are 
among the principal or chief. Nor is it to be 
imagined, that they all take place in one and 
the ſame perſon, or that all of them operate 
at all times with the ſame degrees of ſtrength; 
meg, according to their different conſtitutions 
and cigcumſtances, are ſometimes under the 
power of one, and ſometimes another; and-a 
careful attention to what paſſes within, would 


at laſt diſcover by what particular influence 
we are miſled. If we have therefore remain- 


ing in us any honeſty or fairneſs of mind, we 


ſhould make it our conſtant buſineſs io Cook 5 


the ſource and original of all out errors, and 


correct theſe falſe opinions and deluding fan- 3 


cies that are apt to betray us intò ſuch. Partial. 
7 niſtakes z and if we would wiſh to 
<0 TT ace 
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tions may perha ps be e to 8 
ſerious — 1 


ethe jadgment, as we have | — 


naturally a greater” regard to ourſelves: "that 
-vthers, as our private affections ure more pre- 
valent than the public, the former will have 
propartionably à greater influence. upon the 
judgment, and will conſequently determine us 
to be partial to oürſelves, and to pronounte 
zin our own favors ; we ſheuld therefore by 
all means labor to lay x proper reſtraint upon 
our ſelfiſh paſſions, und correct every exceſs 
of them, that they hold a juſt propor- 
tion with the ocker rot our natures, 
and make up ull together that uniform regular 
Nate of mind, chat is agreeable to the ꝓerſect 
Randard of moral re&tude, and neceſſar ye 
lend us to that propriety of condutt and de- 
| Havior,-'which can only make us eaſy in our- 
ſelves, and ugreenble to all with whom we 
tive to do. And in order vo ſupprefs the en- 
_ 'ttravagancies of 'our private deſires, we ſhould 
give all manner of- ncouragemeiſt to thoſe of 


* e and Srequenty —_— our 


„E 
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* — tire; and raw out to vigorons | 
© exerciſe, 15 as our ſelfiſh pa 


may 
duced to their proper place, may by degrees 


de brought to a due ſubordination, and in- 


_ Read of directing the judgment; may at laſt 
- :Gudwit/ to receive orders and directions from 
it. By this means, we ſhall in a great mea- 
fare deliver ourſelves from the unreaſonable. 
I of inferior affeQions, and be fo much 


ce more 7 to 288 N S * 


. ourſelyes and oth 
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0 In the ſecond'p 15 b 
of our read character, we ſhould 


- | poſe of enquiring —_ the nature of our àc - 
| tions, and Em principles upon which they have 

"While 5 outs moo burry of ac- 
are ſet forward by the violence of any 


ticular paſſion or deſire, we have no leifore 


hen it is over, we allow ourſelves: to reflect 


Tenſible whether we may not have contracted 


| dome. new degrees of guilt, and conſequently | 


Won Dar apt ieee dee — 


5 
®; 4 4 7 
1 1 
* 
2 
1 * *'% 
a of * 
* * 
% * 
tb. 


Sursee 


- how and then ſet apart ſome time for the pur - 


to examine the reaſonableneſs or unreaſonable- 
neſs of what we are about; fo that, unleſs, 


dn what we have been doing, we can never be A} 


ww 


ie, G4 
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3 -xicular influence from. the force of a an ungrath- 
3 bed deſire; ſo that if we neglect to examine 
out behavior with. calmneſs and deliberation, 
when the paſſion is ſubſided, we ſhall b | 
avoidably. expoſed. to the miſtake of thoſe wh 
oo pare. in. De Fife MAG: Fas ar e 'Y 
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—_ 0 88, ul: order to avoid being milled. — 
1 {elf partiality, © to have a particular regard to 
S _ the 3 part of our characters, and to 
hap. a ſteady eye ober ourſelves in that reſpect. 
e are generally blind 10 our on faults; 
3 158 is the very error we want to ha e correc- 
, our friends, are, very. improper. perſons to 
83e us information, their friendſhip is built 
n their good opinion of us, and did they 
lee our real blemiſhes, they wapld-,probably 
© .crale to be our friends. From indifferent per- 

ſons, M can expect. no aſſiſtance in learning 
i Wo, el to our enemies therefore 
e aught to have — to conſider what 
3 character one who Was about 0 ; 
| Be us 5 mol} readily attack, what 
1 ticular ſcandal. he would be moſt likely to. 
. = upon us, and what the world, would be 
Eg "molt ready to believe: By this means, it is very. 
_ _ + pollible ſhould, « come at. the e 5 
92 5 „ + home 
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not aware of before, inaſmuch as theſe cm ; 


- mhonly'a ppear in a ſtronger. light to others, — OE 
than they de to ourſelves. And though it 15 — 
indeed poſſible that we may not be .guilty isn 
_ theſe reſpects, yet if in plainneſs and on” „ 
al heart, we fix upon that part of our 8 1 
racter, for à particular ſurvey and reflection, W 
by this we ſhall come to be acquainted We. 
ther we are guilty or ibnocent, and how, 0 — 
we "—_ the © wed of the 8 3 pet 1 "als 5 1 


* 


our prayers to "he e of heats, in the | bl ng 
language of the holy Pſalmiſt, that he would 
ſearch and try us, and difcover to us one - 
| ſecret faults, that we may break off our fins - 
by repentance, and may in reality atrain to 
| that happy character which we 1 
imagine ourſelves tö be already polleſſed of; 
ſince, however deep bur iniquities may N 
from our own ſight, and conſequently, how- - 
ever innocent we may take ourſelves to be. 
our judgment is not always the judgment „ | 
God, nor is that man righteous. who com _ * 
' mends himſelf, but he whom the Lord com 55 2 3 
_  merideth. Upon the whole, let us be care- 5 255 : D 
ful to conſider, that whatever cheat we 
_ FRO es Coons” ve n 1 
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that things |. 


'- wrong, | fit an To ws 19 
dete what they are, by the iovgriable conſtita- - 
dien of 2 God, and their natural 
=: _  coofequences will naturally follow, nor is it in 
WW te power of ſelf-deceit in reality to-m 
A ; the matter,—The reſult of all therefore 
That with ſim . regain; | 


